
Facing Giants through the Eyes of Faith 
(1 Samuel 17:1-58) 

Introduction:- 
 
The story of David and Goliath is one of those well-known stories from the Bible that has 
succeeded in capturing the imagination of many of us from our earliest days, even into the 
latter years of our lives.  But, how well have we really understood this famous story? One 
commentator has even suggested that the story of David and Goliath originally preceded that 
of 1 Samuel 16 before it, because it is hard to reconcile Saul’s lack of knowledge of David in 
chapter 17 with their meeting in chapter 16, soon after David’s anointing. And so the 
suggestion has been made that chapter 17 has now been placed in its present position in 
order to provide a fitting conclusion to the story of David’s anointing and calling in 1 Samuel 
16, especially with the statement following the death of the Philistine giant Goliath, that the 
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel (1 Samuel 17:45-47). This was David’s true 
call, and was not one of Saul’s concerns. Therefore, one possible reconstruction of these two 
chapters, begins with David’s election and anointing with the Spirit in 1 Samuel 16:1-13, 
followed then by David’s encounter with Goliath in 1 Samuel 17, concluding with David’s 
entrance into Saul’s court, both as a harpist who could sooth his spirit, as well as one of his 
chosen armour-bearers, on the basis of recent military performance (1 Samuel 16:14-23). Be 
that as it may, let us now pick up some of the main threads of David’s famous encounter with 
Goliath, as a challenge to our faith today. 
 

1.  First we are presented with the Enemies’ prized exhibit on Military Parade 
(verses 1-24) 
 
Already in 1 Samuel 16 we have noticed how the story of David is patterned around the 
concept of “seeing”, and how this has a profound affect upon the way we relate to God and 
the situations around us. This also continues into the story of David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 
17, where the story begins with two armies eying each other off, separated by the valley of 
Elah. The Philistines decide to determine the outcome of the conflict by engaging in a winner-
take-all duel, because they believed that they had an ace up their sleeves that Israel did not 
have. The narrative begins with the Philistines showcasing their prized exhibit, the giant 
Goliath of Gath. His physical stature is imposing, at about 9 feet 9 inches tall, and his body 
armour is impressive, weighing about 58 kilograms, not to mention other armour, plus a spear 
with an iron tip weighing about seven kilograms. Indeed, one might conclude, a weighty 
matter to consider! In addition, Goliath had an armour-bearer who went before him, whose 
role was to protect a soldier by carrying a standing shield that covered the soldier’s entire 
body. And so Goliath is presented as being well-armed, standing like an impregnable fortress. 
As one writer has put it, a combination of the incredible hulk, and James Bond combined!!  
Thus, the story begins with the idea that “big is better”, and most likely to succeed. At this 
point, both the Philistines and Israel agree on this point. But one must remember the point 
made back at 1 Samuel 16:7, that God does not look at the outward appearance, or even size, 
but rather, looks at the heart. Would Israel be encouraged by this word at this point? Further, 
Goliath is the first to bellow out his challenge to Israel. No one has any trouble hearing him! 
Not only is he big in physical stature, but he is big in voice! And the fact that Goliath addresses 
Israel as the servants of Saul in verse 8, may be an implicit challenge to Saul himself as their 
king and leader, who back at 1 Samuel 8:20 was chosen to go out before Israel, and fight their 
battles. Now Saul is being challenged by Goliath to be that man!! And to rub further salt into 



the wound, Goliath in verse 10 “defies” the army of Israel, by taunt and scorn. This is a leading 
word in the episode, and occurs 6 times in the overall chapter. Of course, to taunt or pour 
scorn upon the armies of Israel, is to do the same to Israel’s God, as this will develop further 
in this story. But at this stage, in verse 11, all that Saul and Israel can do, is to look on 
impressed, terrified, and depressed, at what they see before them. And just as David ended 
up being the fulfilment of those words back at 1 Samuel 16:7, so here he was sent by his father 
to the front line of the battle to merely report back about his brothers to his father. And just 
as he was doing so, Goliath shouted his usual defiance, which David heard (verse 23). How 
timely and providential was this answer for Israel! At Christmas we sing the song, “How 
silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! Verse 24 concludes this section with the 
words, “But whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear.” 
Nothing had changed since the first time they had seen Goliath in verse 11, over this forty day 
period. But silently and unobtrusively, Israel’s champion had made his appearance. In this 
way, David foreshadows our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born in obscurity in a humble stable, 
and took the fight and victory to Calvary itself for our sins. 
 

2.  Secondly we are presented with an unlikely hero who refused to fight the 
Lord’s battle in another man’s armour (verses 25-47) 
 
At the beginning of this section, David injects the first theological note into the narrative. And 
in this way, David really gets to the heart of what is really at stake in terms of Goliath’s 
continual taunts. In verse 25 Saul offers three rewards to the man who defeats Goliath: riches, 
his daughter in marriage, and exemption from taxes for his entire extended family. But in 
verse 26, this was not David’s entire concern or question. Further, this is the first time that 
David speaks in the Old Testament. He puts the question this way. “What will be done for the 
man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel. Who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?” In this way, David sees the battle 
not as a mere military conflict, but as a clash between the “uncircumcised” pagan Philistines, 
and the “armies of the living God.” In other words, if the God of Israel is a “living God”, then 
any scorn poured on his armies is at the same time a slur upon the Lord’s reputation and holy 
character. As a result of these words, David’s oldest brother, Eliab, falsely accuses David of 
impure motives, thrill seeking, and an evil heart. In this way, his contempt of David really 
mirrors that of Goliath himself, who will also pour contempt upon David later on (verses 42-
44).  Is it any wonder why Eliab’s impressiveness before Samuel was rejected by the Lord back 
at 1 Samuel 16:6-7, if we follow the view that 1 Samuel 16:1-13 preceded this account. Now 
the reason for that choice is fully justified and seen in its full colours. It is not David who has 
an evil heart, but it is Eliab!  According to Ralph Davis (Looking on the Heart Vol 2, 1994, p. 
43), “Eliab is Goliath before Goliath.” Earlier at 1 Samuel 2:30 we read that those who honour 
God will be honoured, and those who despise God will be rejected. We may now see this 
principle also at work in David. David’s heart was for the honour and glory of Israel’s God. 
Ralph Davis also makes the suggestion that now we might say that David has to fight three 
Goliaths in this chapter, for in Eliab he faces the contempt of Goliath, and in Saul he now 
meets the mind of Goliath, when Saul goes on to say that it is only the experienced in verse 
33, and the well-equipped in verses 38-39, that can carry the odds of winning! And all this 
before David faces Goliath himself in verses 41-50. Finally in this section, David produced his 
credentials for meeting Goliath on the basis of   keeping his father’s sheep, as well as rescuing 
his sheep when carried off from the flock by the lion or the bear, by striking these wild animals 
down. Thus striking down enemies (used three times here) has been part of David’s 
experience, and if this is so, the Lord will also rescue him from the hand of this Philistine 



(verses 34-37). To Saul’s credit, he finally recognizes this truth, and sends David off with the 
Lord’s blessing. But not before Saul seeks to dress David in his own armour (verses 38-39). 
But this only stands for Saul’s own inability to save, otherwise he would face the giant himself 
in the Lord’s strength. But Saul has only assessed the situation in terms of outward 
appearance, and again, if David’s anointing and filling with the Spirit at 1 Samuel 16:1-13 has 
preceded this account, then it is David who can now do mighty things through the power of 
the Spirit, whereas Saul’s actions truly reflect the departure of the Spirit. And so David refuses 
to be a little Goliath, in Saul’s armour, because he was simply not used to fighting in this way. 
It also underlines the point that we cannot fight the Lord’s battles in another persons’ armour, 
but we need the armour that God gives us, by His Spirit. Paul talks about this at Ephesians 
6:10-18, and especially emphasizes standing in God’s mighty power, before we put on the 
various pieces of armour necessary for spiritual battle.  And so with Shepherd’s staff in one 
hand, and a shepherd’s slingshot in the other, David approached the giant. What matters 
most is not whether we have the latest and best weapons, but whether we have the real God 
(Zechariah 4:6 – “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord”). In fact, one’s 
inadequacy may be precisely our best qualification for serving God, for as Paul says at 2 
Corinthians 12:9, God’s power shines most brightly when we are conscious of our weakness. 
Finally, David’s grand confession of faith concludes this middle section in verses 45-47. And 
this victory will reveal to the whole world that there is a God in Israel, and that it is not by the 
best and latest in weapons that the Lord saves, for the battle is the Lord’s.  

 
3. Thirdly we are presented with a victory that speaks of greater things to come 
(verses 48-58) 
 
This section brings things to a close. David uses the tactic of speed and mobility against the 
sluggish and weighed-down Philistine who cannot respond in the same way. It only took one 
shot from the sling, and the giant fell face-down on the ground. This recalls the same thing 
which happened to the Philistine god Dagon back at 1 Samuel 5:1-5 when the Philistines 
captured the Ark of the Lord, and placed it in their main Temple at Ashdod, alongside their 
principal god Dagon. Finally, Dagon was found lying face-down before the Ark of the Lord, 
with both head and hands removed.  Earlier, Goliath had cursed David in the name of his gods 
(verse 43), but had he recalled the Dagon incident in 1 Samuel 5, he would have come to the 
realization that there was only one God worth knowing and serving, and that was the God 
whose honour and glory David sought to uphold. Finally, in an ironic twist, David cut off 
Goliath’s head with the Philistine’s own sword, and took it to Jerusalem, whilst the Jebusites 
were still in control of the city. Perhaps this would serve as a warning to the Jebusites, much 
in the same way that the Philistines later cut off Saul’s head and paraded his armour as a 
trophy in different places (1 Samuel 31:8-10). But David’s victory would look forward to a 
much greater victory in Jerusalem, when Jesus confronted the enemy of our sin upon the 
cross of Calvary. And having disarmed the powers and the authorities, he made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them, by the power of the Cross (Colossians 2:15).  And 
so let us glory in the victory of the Cross today, for that is our final hope and glory. 
 

Conclusion:- 
 
The story today focuses a situation where God’s honour and glory were at stake. And in the 
light of this, David conquered this situation through the eyes of faith (Hebrews 11:32-34). 
David looked at God, whilst Saul and Israel looked at the Giant. Are there giants of different 
kinds in our lives today? We can all feel overwhelmed when we look at the outward 



appearance of things and we can question God’s power to help us. But as with David, the eyes 
of faith see a different reality. May God’s Spirit help us to conquer the giants before us, and 
may our greatest triumph be found in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
 

 
 


