
The Letter to the Church at Thyatira 
Where the Morning Star Shines Brightest 

(Revelation 2:18-29) 
Introduction:- 
 
It is a strange yet interesting fact the longest of the letters written to the Seven 
Churches, was written to the smallest and least important of the seven towns. 
Maybe this point in itself, is Christ’s way of saying that small is after all great, 
and no matter how small and insignificant we might appear to be both in our 
own eyes, as well as in the eyes of the outside world, we are of great and eternal 
significance to God. Also, it is worth noting that the message to this church, as 
the fourth in order, structurally as well as geographically, sits at the centre of 
the seven, and as such, represents something significant about the presentation 
of Christ in verse 18, which also reflects the centre of Christ’s revelation of 
Himself to John back at chapter 1:12-16. And it is this revelation of the Risen 
Christ, with eyes like blazing fire, and feet like burnished bronze, which 
penetrates all the others with divine insight, stability and security, like a rock 
and a lighthouse in a raging sea. And this is the kind of Christ that we need at 
the centre of our lives today, as we seek His blessing upon our lives. And as we 
come back to Thyatira, what else can we understand and gather about this 
place? The elder Pliny dismisses Thyatira in the almost contemptuous phrase, 
“Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” Apparently it was in 290 BC that 
the name of Thyatira emerged in history as the name of a military frontier 
outpost, serving as a gateway to Pergamum. And after its incorporation into the 
Roman Empire, it owed its importance entirely to trade. Thus it became a city of 
craftsmen and merchants. The evidence of inscriptions from the period reveal 
that Thyatira possessed more trade-guilds than any other town of her size in 
Asia, which would account for the danger that these presented for Christians 
living in this place. This was unusual, in that Roman administration discouraged 
such; but it was probably thought that Thyatira was useful to the Romans as a 
supplier for their garrison in nearby Pergamum, so they could overlook the 
guilds. The Christians, however, could not. Guilds also had a patron god; and the 
local god of Thyatira, as a representative of the Greek sun-god, Apollo, appears 
on the city’s coins, grasping the hand of the Roman emperor, which most 
probably, caused the Risen Christ to introduce Himself as He does in verse 18, 
as the “Son of God, who has eyes like flaming fire”, in deliberate opposition to 
this combination of local and imperial religion. Also, the town was famously 
known for the manufacture and production of Red textiles, as well as the very 
expensive purple dye and cloth. We may recall that the first convert in 
Macedonia was Lydia of Thyatira, a seller of purple cloth, according to Acts 
16:14. Further, the town had its guilds of silversmiths, as well as those who 
worked in bronze. The feasts of the guilds were held in a temple and were 



viewed as religious occasions. The meat was offered to the god, so that 
participants shared it with him, and these occasions often ended in debauchery. 
How could Christians therefore participate in such meetings? And as we will see, 
that woman Jezebel in verse 20 had an answer. But was this an answer that 
would bring glory to God, and abundant life to Christians living in Thyatira? Let 
us now see. 
 
1.  First we are introduced to the Son of God with eyes like flaming fire, and 
feet like pure bronze (verse 18). 
 
As we have already noted, this description of the Risen Christ is taken from the 
precise centre of His revelation to John back at chapter 1, verses 14b and 15a. 
And here, it serves both as the introduction to the church at Thyatira, as well as 
the precise centre of His revelation and message to the seven churches of Asia. 
And so this description of the Risen Christ, stands like a towering apex, that 
controls all that takes place both at Thyatira, and in the churches that surround 
it. What then does Thyatira, and the other six churches really need to see and 
know about this description of the Risen Christ?  The answer is, that pre-
eminently the Risen Christ, is not only the Son of Man, introduced back at 
Revelation 1:13 with reference to Daniel 7:13, where He is One to whom the 
kingdoms of this world are given, but here for the first and only time in the book 
of Revelation, He is also the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire, who 
penetrates all darkness and mystery, and sees as God sees the total situation of 
the church on earth (Daniel 10:5-6).  And as the Son of God, it is Jesus, and not 
Apollo, the son of Zeus, who is the true Divine Son worthy of worship. Further, 
the title Son of God then prepares the way for the quotation later on, from Psalm 
2, the Psalm in which the Messiah is addressed by God as “my Son.” Finally, it is 
the Risen Christ, with eyes like flaming fire, and feet like pure bronze, a popular 
alloy produced in Thyatira, which was meant to deliberately counter the 
portrayal of the local representation of Apollo on its coins, where now the Son 
of God is described as arrayed in armour flashing like the refined metal from the 
furnaces of the city!  Today, as then, the Divine Christ with eyes like flaming fire, 
and feet like pure bronze, penetrates all life with divine insight, security, and 
stability. And like a rock and light-house in a raging sea, as the Son of God, He 
alone has the ability to see us through the difficult storms of life. 
 

2. Secondly, we encounter a mixed success at Thyatira through a temptation 
to compromise (verses 19-25). 
 
Christ begins this section with generous praise for a record of increasingly 
effective service. On this basis, we may first of all notice a situation which was a 
reversal of the situation at Ephesus, where there was a need to return to the 
first works of love. But here at Thyatira, was a church on an upward trajectory, 



whose latter works were more than what were done at first! Notice that in verse 
19, the word “works” or “deeds” frame the whole verse, as an indication of the 
kind of service that is acceptable to God, which also provides an interpretation 
for the final judgment according to “works” at Revelation 20:12-14 (cf. Matthew 
16:27). Here, in verse 19, “works” or “deeds” are qualified in pairs as “love and 
faith”, and “service and perseverance”, and in these, you are now doing more 
than you did at first (cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:3). It is as if the Risen Christ is saying, 
“If you claim to have to have Christian love in your heart, you can only prove it 
by the exercise of Christian faith in your life. And if you claim to have Christian 
service in your life, you can only prove it by the exercise of Christian 
perseverance in your life.” But as this passage moves on, in verse 20, the church 
allowed a prophetess to exercise a dangerous ministry in the church. What we 
must remember here, is that women who were prophetesses were not unknown 
in the early church. For example, Phillip had four virgin daughters who were 
prophetesses (Acts 21:9), and Luke tells us of Anna the prophetess at Luke 2:36. 
But in verse 20 the Risen Christ makes His own judgment upon that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet.  Some scholars therefore feel that the name 
“Jezebel” is symbolic, recalling king Ahab’s queen, who introduced idolatry, Baal 
worship, and witchcraft into Israel (1 Kings 16:29-33; 2 Kings 9:22). Possibly, 
Jezebel would have been of the order of the Nicolaitans, and would have spun a 
kind of intellectual and rational approach to the members of the church to have 
no scruples about participating in the meetings of their guilds, and so to freely 
engage in sexual immorality and the eating of foods sacrificed to idols, since 
these only affect the body, and not the spirit. Interestingly enough, when the 
Gentiles were finally allowed into the church on equal terms with the Jews, 
these were the very two things which they were forbidden to do by the decree 
of the Council of Jerusalem at Acts 15:20. One can therefore begin to appreciate 
the great challenge and difficulty that the trade guilds must have placed upon 
the church at Thyatira. For many to go the way of Christ, it must have meant 
“Jesus, or their careers!!” A time of grace was even extended to Jezebel that she 
might repent of her fornication, but she refused (verse 21). But in verses 22-23, 
compromise would only lead to severe punishment, and even death. And so 
here, the form of punishment from the Risen Christ was one that fitted the 
crime. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches the hearts and 
the minds, and will repay each of you according to his deeds, recalling the Lord’s 
self-description of himself at Jeremiah 17:10.  Indeed, as the One whose eyes 
are like blazing fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. But to those who 
remained faithful at Thyatira, and have not been a part of Satan’s “deep 
secrets”, which could mean either the Gnostic’s claims to a superior esoteric 
knowledge of God, or the path of the Nicolaitans relating to superior knowledge, 
that would demonstrate their superiority over the sins of the flesh, since in any 
case, these cannot affect the spirit within. To the faithful at Thyatira who do not 



follow these teachings, no further burdens would be placed upon them, except 
to hold on to what you have until I come (cf. 3:11). This may well reflect the good 
deeds and works mentioned back at verse 19, at the beginning of this passage. 
This is also an encouragement for us to continue in the things that we do well, 
and which are glorifying to Christ and His kingdom. 
 
3.  Finally, we discover faith’s rewards and the Morning star (verses 26-29). 
 
Finally, the overcomer is described by the Risen Christ as the one who does my 
will to the very end, or literally, keeps my works to the end. This promise would 
relate to the good deeds and works mentioned in the previous section. This 
reflects John’s teaching at 1 John 2:15-17, where only those who do the will of 
God, will abide forever. To such people are promised authority over the nations, 
reflecting the imagery of Psalm 2:9. But what does this mean for the little 
Christian church at Thyatira? William Barclay (Letters to the Seven Churches 
1964. p. 79) says that Psalm 2 was always held to be a forecast and picture of 
the triumphant work of God’s conquering Son and Messiah over the rebellious 
nations. Therefore, it is an amazing act of faith that the little Christian church, 
living as a border outpost, conscious of their own weakness and vulnerability, 
should take that promise, and appropriate it to itself. From every human point 
of view, the only thing which could possibly await the Church was total 
destruction and annihilation, but from the divine point of view, the thing that 
awaits the Church is total triumph (end of quote). But that authority over the 
nations does not mean that the church can behave like the Roman Empire. The 
Psalmist had looked forward to the day when God’s Messiah would smash all 
resistance to God’s kingly rule and assume authority over the nations. John now 
sees this ancient hope transfigured in the light of the Cross. Its victory by 
contrast, is achieved through the death of God’s Son, and through the 
faithfulness of His Saints, even unto death, and through the proclamation of 
God’s rule and kingdom (Caird Revelation 1966, p. 46). In the meantime, this 
victory is also achieved through the power of faith, love, service, perseverance, 
and good works, which Christ commended at Thyatira. Finally, the lovely 
promise is made of the gift of the Morning Star. Christ says: “I will also give that 
one the Morning Star” (v 28). At numbers 24:17 Balaam the prophet identified 
a star and sceptre as a coming messianic ruler and king, possibly as a greater 
David, who would defeat the enemies of God’s people. This would be most 
appropriate here. As another line of approach, for the Romans, the morning star 
of Venus was a star that symbolized victory and sovereignty. In fact, Roman 
generals built temples in honour of Venus, and Caesar’s armies had its sign 
inscribed on their standards. If that is what is in view here, it is argued that the 
promise of this star strengthens the declarations of verses 26-27. The overcomer 
is doubly assured of his participation with Christ in his triumph and rule. But if 



this star refers to Christ Himself, as Numbers 24:17 would also indicate, then 
Jesus who rules the stars, and holds them in His hands, and who will be later 
described as the “bright and morning star” at Revelation 22:16, promises to give 
His followers a light and victory which outshines all the stars. The person who is 
faithful unto death will receive the greatest prize of all – No other and no less 
than Jesus Christ Himself. And when we belong to Christ, Daniel 12:3 tells us that 
we too shall shine like the stars forever, a text which we placed on our daughter 
Cathy’s grave, in honour of her life and witness. And so Christ is speaking here 
of a new day, light, and victory - for those who prove faithful to Him, and His 
Word. 
 
Conclusion:- 
 
The challenge to the church at Thyatira was basically twofold, as expressed at 
verse 26. “To the one who is victorious, and keeps my works to the end.” 
According to this text, there are two essential things in living the Christian life. 
One is a sense of victory, which we have in Jesus Christ and His Word, and not 
in the “Jezebels” of this world. The other is a life-long fidelity to doing the works 
of God to the very end, which defies every assault of sin. And when we come to 
the end of our lives, will we be greeted by the bright and morning star, that rises 
over the darkness of the night and death, so that we too might rise over the 
darkness of sin and death to eternal life itself. The Christian life - even at its 
hardest and darkest - looks not to the sunset, but to the dawning of bright new 
day.   May this Word bless us on our way today.  Amen.  
 


