
A Lost King and a Hopeful Beginning 

(1 Samuel 10:17-11:15) 

Introduction:- 

 

Do you remember the time of your very first interview for your very first job in life? 

We were encouraged to try and do everything just right, and by the book, so that our 

first impression left might be a lasting impression, that would leave everyone with no 

doubt that this person showed all the signs of becoming a good choice for the job. But 

in the text before us today, we might wonder and raise legitimate questions about 

God's choice of Saul as the right person for the position of Israel's first king, when he 

was first selected by public lot before all the people of Israel. But what we also have 

to remember about the story of Saul, is that he became king in three stages. The first 

stage is found at 1 Samuel 10:1-8, when Samuel privately anointed Saul, with nobody 

else present. The second stage is found at 1 Samuel 10:17-25, when Saul was chosen 

and affirmed as king by public lot before all the people of Israel at Mizpah. Thirdly 

and finally, Saul's kingship was authenticated through his first resounding victory in 

battle against the Ammonites in 1 Samuel 11:1-11, which was then followed by a 

further confirmation of his kingship at 1 Samuel 11:12-15. We could say, a first 

review and confirmation of Saul's suitability for the job.  And so what appears as a 

"rocky" beginning before all the people at Mizpah, when Saul hid himself among the 

baggage, ends up as a celebration of victory, when the Lord gave Saul his first victory 

over the Ammonites. And so let us now trace the particulars of this story, and its 

application for us today.  

 

1.  First we see how clear the Lord's choice of a king is before all the people (1 

Samuel 10:17-25) 

 

After Saul's private anointing by Samuel at 1 Samuel 10:1-8, we may have wondered 

how this may have been finally revealed as well as received by the people of Israel as 

a whole, who may not have been fully happy with Samuel's understanding of kingship 

back at 1 Samuel 8.  Therefore, to circumvent the problem of one man's choice and 

decision, or political branch-stacking in Samuel's favour, which may not have gone 

down so well with some of the people, Samuel summoned all the people of Israel to 

come before the Lord at Mizpah, according to their tribes, and clans. This would also 

have allowed each tribe and clan an equal opportunity for producing Israel's first 

king. And on the basis of the casting of lots, the tribe of Benjamin was finally chosen, 

followed by the clan of Matri, followed then by family, when Saul the son of Kish was 

chosen. Thus this also happened to be a threefold process, and by this method, it 

would appear to all the people that Saul was appointed by God to be king, and would 

also help prevent all disputes and exceptions. Further, as one scholar puts it, within 

the overall context, the choice by lot seems to be a miraculous confirmation of the 

revelation given to Samuel at 1 Samuel 9 and the secret anointing that followed it at 1 
Samuel 10:1-8 (1 & 2 Samuel, H.W.Hertzberg 1964, p. 88). Indeed, it illustrates in 

this story how clear and consistent the Lord's will was in this matter, even to the point 

of producing the further miracle of lot to confirm God's  prior choice. And today we 

too can be encouraged with the fact that our calling and election in Jesus Christ is 

sure, and no one can take that away from us. Further, as with Saul from the smallest 

tribe of Benjamin, God is pleased to take the weak things of the world, and the things 

that are not, in order to confound the wise and mighty, as Paul puts this at 1 

Corinthians 1:26-31 - "Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were 

called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; 

not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 

the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the 



lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to 

nullify the things that are, so that on one may boast before him. It is because of him 

that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God - that is, our 

righteousness, holiness, and redemption. Therefore it is written: "Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord."  Before we leave this first point and passage, three further 

points can be made. First, Ralph Davis in his book on 1 Samuel (1994, p. 105) 

comments that if verses 21-24 are meant to be the focal point of verses 17-27,  then 

they are meant to depict how Israel is totally dependent on the Lord, even to the point 

of finding their king, once he has been chosen. Originally, Saul was sent to try and  

find his father's lost donkeys, which by himself, he could not do (1 Samuel 9:4), apart 

from the Lord's help, through Samuel the prophet.  And now, Israel seeks to find its 

lost king after he was chosen, which they could not do, apart from the Lord's help (1 

Samuel 10:22). Davis concludes this observation by saying that Israel cannot manage 

apart from the Lord, even in the simplest of matters. This point reminds us of John 

15:5 where Jesus says: "I am the vine and you are the branches. He who abides in 

me, and I in him, brings forth much fruit: for without me, you can do nothing."  But 

what about Saul's hiding amongst the baggage? Is he shy, modest, or genuinely 

fearful? Or is this a case of a false humility, and does he want the people to find him, 

and present him to the throngs? Perhaps a number of these things might apply at the 

same time. Perhaps in the case of our own Christian lives and calling, our modesty 

can parade as a false humility that can stand in the way of achieving great things for 

God, and like Saul, we are often found hiding amongst the baggage of our lives.  

Secondly, this public confirmation of Saul took place at Mizpah. What is the 

significance of this? It recalls the fact that it was at Mizpah at 1 Samuel 7:5-11 that 

Samuel made intercession to the Lord for all Israel in the light of a foreign military 

threat, which followed with a resounding victory over the Philistines. Thus, Israel's 

newly elected king at this place will soon follow this up with a resounding victory 

over the Ammonites in 1 Samuel 11. Thirdly, and finally, in verse 25 Samuel explains 

to the people the "rights" and "duties" (Hebrew = mispat) of kingship, using the same 

Hebrew word that appeared at 1 Samuel 8:11 about the rights and duties of ancient 

near eastern kingship mentioned there. Thus, these verses serve as bookends to the 

beginning and end of the episode of choosing a king, including Samuel's warning of 

the rejection of God at both ends, involving the choosing of a king. But here God's 

"mispat" is meant to take Israel in a different direction to that found back at 1 Samuel 

8:11 with regard to ancient near eastern kings. In fact, when Samuel explained to the 

people the right and duties of kingship, he may well have been reading directly from 

the scroll of Moses relating to the book of Deuteronomy Chapter 17:14-20. Then he 

would follow this up, by writing at least this section of Deuteronomy on a scroll, and 

then depositing it in the Temple before the Lord, such as we find in passages like 

Deuteronomy 31:26. And just as the Lord's king was to be a good student of God's 

law, by meditating on it day and night, so we too should meditate on God's Word both 

day and night. Psalm 1 at the beginning of the Psalter instructs us to do this, and 
when we do, we become like a tree planted by streams of living water, which bears 

fruit in season. At John 15:7 Jesus said: "If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done to you." 

 

2.  Secondly we see how divisive this choice of kingship could be (1 Samuel 10:26-

27) 

 

After these things, Saul went to his home in Gibeah, along with valiant soldiers, whom 

God had compelled to follow and support the king. But on the other hand, there were 

"scoundrels" or literally "sons of Belial" (a term used of the corrupt sons of Eli at 1 

Samuel 2:12), who kept asking, "How can this fellow save us?"  What can this country 



bumpkin, this hick Benjaminite farmer do for us? And so whilst the choice of a king 

brought immediate support, it also brought division and rejection, even within Israel. 

Further, these scoundrels continued to despise Saul, and brought him no gifts. But 

Saul kept silent, and was not prepared to use his authority as king to punish those 

who rejected him, which was a further sign of his humility and also common sense 

and wisdom, at the beginning of his reign. For in the near future, he would need a 

united Israel to confront a destructive enemy in the form of the Ammonites. Finally 

under this point, as we think about the division which kingship brought upon Israel, 

we are reminded of the words of Jesus, when he said that he would not bring peace 

upon the earth, but rather division, at Luke 12:51. Then at John 6:42, there were 

those in Israel who said, "How can this fellow save us?"  "Isn't this fellow Jesus, the 

son of Joseph - we know his father and mother; how does he now say "I have come 

down from heaven?" What is so special about him? And so this conversation 

continues today. People of all persuasions still despise and reject the Lord's 

appointed Servant and King. After all, what can a Jew, executed as a criminal two 

thousand years ago, have to do with how I face the final judgment? And for that 

matter, my present marriage, fears, plans, and future? "How can this fellow save us?"  

An answer is given at John 3:16: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten son, that whoever believes in him, should not perish, but have eternal life." 

 

3.  Thirdly we see how important Saul's first victory over the Ammonites proved 

to be (1 Samuel 11:1-15) 

 

Finally, Saul proved himself worthy of his kingship through his first encounter with a 

troublesome foe in the form Nahash, king of the Ammonites, on the eastern side of the 

Jordan. The city under threat was Jabesh Gilead, who in the time of the Judges 

period, refused to participate in Israel's war against the tribe of Benjamin, and its 

main city Gibeah, at great cost. Perhaps this provided a further strong motivation for 

Saul to finally assemble a united army of some 330,000 men to come against Nahash, 

who had threatened to gouge out the right eye of every citizen of Jabesh, not only  

making them ineffectual in any form of future combat and resistance, but also serving 

the purpose of bringing disgrace and humiliation upon all its citizens. But when Saul 

heard about this threat, we read in verse 6 that the Spirit of God rushed or came 

powerfully  upon Saul, replicating the experience of the "judges" of old, especially 

that of Samson, where the same word for the Spirit's coming is  used three times for 

both Samson and Saul. And as a result of this experience, Saul then burned with 

anger at this news, finally mustering his troops into three divisions, and during the 

last watch of the night, they broke into the camp of the Ammonites inflicting a great 

victory over the enemy. But this was only possible, because of the Spirit's presence 

upon Saul's life. As one scholar puts it, salvation came not because Israel had a king, 

but because the king had Yahweh's Spirit. It is not the institution of kingship, but the 

power of the Spirit that saves. As Jesus puts it at John 15;5, "Without me, you can do 
nothing." Finally, after this great victory, in verses 12-15, Samuel leads the people to 

Gilgal in order to renew or confirm the kingship or kingdom. What did this involve? 

Two lines of approach are possible. First it was an opportunity in the presence of 

God to confirm Saul as legitimate king, especially in the light of those who had 

previously opposed his ability to act as a king. Secondly, in the light of verse 13, 

where Saul had acknowledged that it was really the Lord who had rescued Israel, the 

view has been made that it was Yahweh's kingship that was being renewed. The 

inclusion of the offering of fellowship offerings before the Lord might also support 

this viewpoint, as well as Gilgal's background at Joshua 5 in terms of covenant 

renewal before the Lord, before the land could be taken. But in the end, a merging of 

both views may seem to be best, where Saul's confirmation as king, is only made 



possible through Yahweh's kingship and power. That is something which is truly 

worth celebrating!! 

 

Conclusion:- 

 

In this passage, we are reminded that a lost king among the baggage, can become a 

giant in God's eyes, if we stay true to our call, and depend upon God's Spirit to 

accomplish what in our own eyes is humanly impossible. As William Carey once put 

it, "Expect great things from God ... Attempt great things for God."  Those words led 

to the formation of the Baptist Missionary Society in England in 1792, whose 

influence finally touched the world for Jesus Christ, especially through the work of 

William Carey himself.  Where might this lead us today, as we reflect upon the 

opening chapter and story of Saul's life's life story?  The good news is that God can 

also take us from hiding behind the baggage our lives, whatever that might be for us, 

and make us something great for his kingdom, through His Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayer 

 

Our Father in Heaven, 

 

We give you thanks for this story today.  When we too are tempted like Saul to shy 

away from our calling, or to think too little about ourselves in our own eyes, help us 

to see that your calling upon our lives is not of our own doing, but is from you, in 

order that we might accomplish great things by your Spirit who dwells within us.  

Help us also to see that as with Saul, the Spirit of God does not make us timid, but 

gives us power, love, and self-discipline, in order that your glory might be revealed 

through us today (2 Timothy 1:7).   For these things, we give you thanks in Jesus' 

name.   Amen. 


