
A Tale of Two Kingdoms 
(2 Samuel 2:1-11) 

Introduction:- 
 
At first glance this passage seems to detail one more ancient Near Eastern political power 
struggle. But first glances can be quite deceiving and superficial. What we actually see here 
for the first time in the Old Testament is a kingdom being established under divine guidance 
(vv. 1-4a), opposed by another kingdom, inaugurated by human ambition (vv. 8-11). And so 
this text proclaims its dominant truth: people are hardly eager to receive the kingdom of God. 
And each of the three sections of this passage portrays something of the kingdom struggle. 
We will now look a little closer at these different pictures in turn, as a way of getting at the 
teaching of the passage. 
 

1.  First we encounter the inauguration of the kingdom under divine guidance 
(verses 1-4a). 
 
How does this kingdom begin?  First we notice that David was in no hurry. Verse 1 begins, “In 
the course of time, David inquired of the Lord.” Haste is often a sign of self-will. When we are 
not sure that something is God’s will, but we want to do it regardless, we are generally in a 
hurry. But when we are sure that we are in God’s will, we can afford to wait for God’s timing. 
Secondly, in these opening words, we notice that David sought the Lord’s guidance, probably 
through means of the ephod, through Abiathar the priest, as he did back at 1 Samuel 23:1-6. 
Now a new phase of David’s life required fresh guidance. He knew that he was to be king. At 
this point he may have felt that he did not need any special guidance. He might have thought 
that “common sense” was enough for him to know that he should now take steps toward 
securing the kingship that had been promised to him. It was also logical for him to make 
Hebron his base and starting-point, because he and his family came from that area. But he 
did not take it for granted that he knew God’s will on this matter. David wanted to make sure 
that he was doing things at God’s speed, and in God’s way. Perhaps the spiralling downfall of 
Saul was still fresh in David’s memory. It was a major fault of Saul’s kingship that he did not 
seek the Lord in this way, but through haste and disobedience Saul departed from the Lord. 
Finally through a process of question and answer, the Lord led David to Judah, and then to 
Hebron in particular. In this way, David completely burnt his Philistine bridges behind him, 
and this point is also made by the fact that his wives, together his men with their families, 
also accompany him to this new place. Thus a humble new beginning is made at Hebron, 
through hesitant first steps, to a town rich in covenant memories, since Abraham and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah, were all buried there. Hebron stood about 30 kilometres 
south west of Jerusalem, at some 3,000 feet above sea level, and was the most important 
town in Judah. It was also one of the cities which Joshua had given to the Levites as a city of 
refuge for accidental homicide. And David was familiar with its territory, and was on good 
terms with the inhabitants, having sent them some of the spoils of his campaign in Ziklag. And 
so here in Hebron the kingdom of God becomes visible in the world for the first time, for those 
who have eyes to see. A little later at 2 Samuel 5:1-5 David will be made king over all Israel at 
Hebron, and at 2 Samuel 7 he will receive the charter of the kingdom at Jerusalem. But here 
in verse 4, the men of Judah came to Hebron, and anointed David king over the house of 
Judah. As Neil Armstrong put it when he took the very first step of any man upon the moon 
back on 20th July 1969, “One small step for man, one giant step for mankind!” Here, for the 
first time, Yahweh’s chosen king rules visibly on earth, at Hebron, in the provincial backwater, 
over only one tribe. For this reason, this passage should have an historical marker sign in the 



margin of every Bible! It is one small step and beginning, but it is the kingdom of God – 
concrete, visible, earthy. The kingdom of God has for the moment tucked itself away in the 
hills of Judah. To use Jesus’ parable of the Mustard Seed at Matthew 13:31-32, and parallels 
in Mark and Luke, the emphasis of the Mustard Seed (the smallest of seeds), is not upon the 
growth of the kingdom as such, even though that is a legitimate extension of the truth being 
taught here, but its emphasis is upon the smallness, obscurity, and hiddenness of the kingdom 
in its present form. Like David’s humble beginnings here, there does not seem to be anything 
regal in the life and work of Jesus and his disciples, but that should not obscure the fact that, 
the kingdom (or kingship) of God is already present (Luke 17:20-21 = In your midst). Let this 
truth encourage our hearts today, when we might be tempted to think that small is not good. 
If that is the case, we must make the journey back to Hebron, where the kingdom of God 
makes its humble beginnings. Most of Jesus’ disciples find that their labour is done in a 
“Hebron stage”, in which they see little of the power and glory of God. We may even be like 
Jesus’ disciples who said to Jesus, “We have toiled all night, and have taken nothing, but at 
your word, we will let down our nets” (Luke 5:5). It makes all the difference in the world to 
know that our king still reigns, and he is still master of our lives and lowly service. 
 

2.  Secondly, we encounter the extension of the kingdom with winsome appeal 
(verses 4b-7). 
 
When the men of Judah came to Hebron to anoint David as king, it is quite likely that the 
surviving supporters of Saul would not have liked this one bit! David must somehow win them 
over, otherwise he would become a tragic victim of Jesus’ proverb that says, “A house or 
kingdom divided against itself, cannot stand” (Luke 11:17). And so, in order to fix this problem, 
in the words of Ralph Davis in his commentary on 2 Samuel (Out of Every Adversity, 1999, p. 
29), David must now try and learn how to become “sincerely complementary, blatantly 
political, and earnestly evangelistic”, all at once. Then David hatched a brilliant plan. What 
happened next was a heart-warming affirmation. Not only did the people of Judah rally 
around him to anoint him as king, but he did something really special by giving due credit to 
the men of Jabesh Gilead for the honour they had done to the late king, Saul, in ensuring him 
a decent burial at great risk to themselves. It was an act that had the potential to bind the 
wounds of the nation, as well as endear all of Saul’s supporters to David. David even prays a 
blessing upon them, and promises them his favour, and invites them to accept him as their 
king also. It is easy to make friends into enemies; the more difficult thing is to make enemies 
into friends. Jesus came to make the human race into his friends (John 3:16-17), and told us 
to love our enemies, and in so doing, we would be pouring coals of fire onto the heads of our 
enemies (Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 12:14-21). And so this action of David’s could be seen as 
both a genuine mark of love and friendship toward his enemies, as well as an astute 
diplomatic move. Finally we may say here that this call of David’s to the men of Jabesh Gilead 
is extended with great winsomeness. Is this not what is so striking about the call of David’s 
greater descendant into his kingdom as well?  At Matthew 11:29 Jesus says: “Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” We know what that yoke means; absolute submission to his word and will. But we 
cannot escape the fact that his call to us is so winsome and attractive. He attracts us by his 
character – (for I am gentle and lowly in heart) – and by his promise – (and you will find rest). 
It reminds me of the time when I began my house painting apprenticeship in Tamworth, in 
the early 1960’s. In fact the year was most probably 1961, when after finishing work at 4.15 
pm in the afternoon, I used to ride my bicycle home as quickly as I could in order to listen to 
a radio program on 2TM Tamworth at about 5.00 pm, called “The Prince of Peace.” It was a 
continuing serial of Jesus from the Gospels, and I will never forget being drawn to Jesus Christ 



like a magnate, through the winsomeness and attractiveness of his character and voice, 
regardless of who might have been playing that part, as he called the disciples to follow and 
trust him through the many different scenes portrayed in the Gospel story. Who knows, but 
perhaps I may have even heard the voice of Jesus himself through this person! Looking back, 
I now have no doubt that this experience was used by God as a forerunner and preparation 
for me coming to Jesus Christ soon after this. I often think that I would give anything to even 
hear one episode again of that radio program series called “The Prince of Peace.” In this 
respect, I recall the words of the French Scientist Blaise Pascal, who said, “Make religion so 
attractive, so that good men/women, would wish it were true, and then show that it is worthy 
of reverence, because it really understands human nature – and attractive, because it 
promises true good” (End of quote). The story is told of a lady in New York, who explained 
how the Holy Spirit had captured her heart for God under the ministry of George Whitfield. 
She continued: “Mr Whitfield was so cheerful, that it tempted me to become a Christian.”  
Tempted, become a Christian? Is our joy in the Lord so infectious, that it will attract people to 
the Lord of all Joy, our Lord Jesus Christ?  But finally in this passage, how will the citizens of 
Jabesh Gilead respond to David’s winsome appeal, and how will we respond, for this text 
shows us that the citizens of this place stand between the true kingdom in its mustard seed 
form, and the rebellious kingdom of Abner that expects its own allegiance in verses 8-11. Will 
the triumph of grace finally lead us home into God’s true kingdom? 

 

3. Thirdly, and finally, we encounter the stubborn defiance of an opposing 
kingdom (verses 8-11). 

 
I find it highly interesting that Paul talks about two kingdoms in this world at Acts 26:18 – The 
kingdom of darkness, and the kingdom of light. We either belong to one or the other. And so 
it is hardly surprising that when the kingdom of God had its mustard seed beginning here in 
this passage, that this should be immediately opposed by a rival kingdom of darkness, 
represented by Abner, and a surviving son of Saul, Ishbosheth (= man of shame). And so this 
passage truly merits the description of a Tale of Two Kingdoms. And this is the reality which 
we face about our world today. We either belong to God’s kingdom in Christ, or we belong to 
the perishing kingdom of this world. Also, no one knows how Jabesh-Gilead finally responded 
to David’s appeal, or if they did at all. But Abner, the captain of Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth, 
Saul’s son, and made him king over the rest of the country. One could argue, that this move 
only helped to serve Abner’s seething selfish ambition, and quest for power, for later, he could 
even use his knowledge of David’s divine appointment to the throne as a trump card against 
Ishbosheth (2 Samuel 3:6-11). Further, crowning a new king at Mahanaim in Trans Jordan only 
further highlights the point that Abner’s move was precarious from the beginning. But for the 
first two years of Ishbosheth’s reign, there was only conflict in the land, and David’s reign 
from Judah was therefore a divided one. And so here Abner rebels, and joins the ranks of 
those who oppose the Lord’s anointed in the words of Psalm 2:2-3, and in doing so, joined 
the ranks of those who said of Jesus in the New Testament, “We do not want this man to reign 
over us” (Luke 19:14). Only the house of Judah at this time was following David, and that is 
our place, our calling, and our blessing.  

 

Conclusion:- 
 
And so even in low times, when we are tempted to feel in the words of Zechariah 4:10, that 
we are living in the day of small things, we can be encouraged with the knowledge that God 
is continuing to build his Temple and Church, even though we may only see the mustard seed 



form of the kingdom at present. For in the words of Daniel 2:35, we have it on good authority 
that Hebron and its hamlets will one day become a great mountain, and fill the whole earth!   
May God bless us with these words today.  Amen. 

 
 

 


