
The Seven Cups of Judgment – God Means What He Says 
(Revelation 15:1-16:21) 

 
Introduction:- 
 
As we come to the end of the chapters which speak about the Seven Seals, the 
Seven Trumpets, and now the Seven Bowls of God’s judgments, we are 
reminded that a lengthy Interlude at Chapters 12-14, not only separates the 
Seals and Trumpets from that of the Cups, but also concludes with a word of 
judgment against those who worship the Beast and its image, who at 14:10, 
would therefore drink the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full 
strength, into the Cup of His Wrath. Finally, chapter 14 concludes with an 
oracle that points to a grape harvest, which also speaks of the winepress of 
God’s great wrath against the wicked of the earth. And so these combined 
images, especially that of 14:10, which speaks of idolatrous nations drinking 
the Cup of God’s Wrath, now provides a pathway to the final and third set of 
Seven Cups or Bowls judgments. Also the contents of the Seven Cups are very 
similar to those of the Seven Trumpets. And in most cases, amplifies the 
meaning of the plagues given by the Seven Trumpets. One further feature of 
the Cup judgments is worth pointing out. They bear a striking similarity to the 
plagues of the Egyptian exodus, mentioned in the Book of Exodus.  And finally, 
they are celebrated in the Song of Moses, and the Song of the Lamb, sung 
beside a Heavenly Red Sea in 15:3-4. And so for John, everything in this second 
exodus is far greater than what took place at the first exodus, both in its 
judgments, and in its blessings, for Christ is the Lamb of God par excellence, 
who has triumphed over the enemy symbolized by Egypt and Rome, and 
through His blood, has conquered sin and death, and has brought to a grand 
fulfilment, the promises of God under the Old Covenant.  How then do the 
Seven Cups/Bowls complete and consummate the seven earlier Seals (6:1-8:5) 
and Trumpets (8:6-11:19)? To this we will now turn under three headings. 
 
1.  First we discover Seven Angels with the Seven Last Plagues (Revelation 
15:1-8) 
 
At this point, a new cycle begins. The chapter centres around seven angels, 
seven plagues, and seven cups/bowls. It may be helpful to see it as a spiral 
whose intensity increases every time we start again. At the outset, John sees 
another great and marvellous sign, which is a follow on from the two signs that 
he saw back at 12:1 and 3, at the beginning of the lengthy Interlude. These 
signs related to the Woman and the Dragon. But now on this occasion, this 
marvellous sign involves seven angels with seven last plagues, because with 
them, God’s Wrath is now completed, which was first flagged back at 6:16-17, 



and then at 14:10. Then John’s vision included a Sea of Glass, first mentioned 
back at 4:6, but this time this Sea is mixed with fire, intimating the Wrath 
about to be revealed from Heaven. But standing beside this Heavenly Sea, 
were those who had been victorious over the Beast and its image, and over the 
number of its name, reflecting the situation at 14:9-12, which suggests that 
they had not received the mark of the Beast’s name. They therefore stand on 
God’s side beside this Sea, as the Israelites of old stood beside the Red Sea and 
sang their song of deliverance reflecting Exodus 15:1-18, with the song of 
Moses and of the Lamb now being one, since the pattern of redemption in the 
first exodus has been fulfilled and completed in the second exodus.  Further, 
the victorious ones also no doubt reflected those who were called to be 
victorious from the different challenges presented by the Risen Christ to the 
Seven Churches. Finally, in this opening chapter at verse 5, John saw in Heaven, 
the opened Tabernacle of the Testimony (or Tent of Witness); which was 
named as such, because in it, the Ark of the Covenant contained the stone 
tablets of the Covenant Law. The Ark also symbolized God’s presence and 
Glory within the Temple. The expression the “Tabernacle of the Testimony” 
here emphasizes that the judgments about to be executed from the Temple in 
Heaven are an expression of God’s righteousness, holiness, and just 
judgments, revealed in the Law. This has a parallel with the Ark of the 
Covenant which was revealed within the opened Temple at the end of the 
Seventh Trumpet back at 11:19.  But now, the full meaning of this opened 
Tabernacle of the Testimony is more fully revealed. Finally, when the seven 
angels with the seven plagues emerge from the Temple, dressed as priests, 
they were given seven golden cups filled with the Wrath of God, by one of the 
Four Living Creatures, which recall the bowls that held the prayers of God’s 
people who cried out for vindication back at 5:8 and 8:3-5. Then the Temple 
was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from its power, and no one 
could enter the Temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
completed. This echoes the opening of the seventh seal back at 8:1-5, when 
there was a one and a half hour silence in Heaven, in order that the prayers of 
God’s people could be heard, before the judgment of the Seven Trumpets 
could sound forth. But in the case of this passage before us, these are the last 
plagues. The time for praying has passed. The trumpets before them were a 
warning. God Himself will now act in order to execute His judgments that will 
lead to His kingdom. God means what He has previously said. The angels are 
but His instruments. There will be no access to the Temple until this act of 
judgment is completed. This last point reminds us of God’s kingdom priorities. 
There was a time when all Heaven was silent while an Angel of the Presence 
brought before God the prayers of His people. Now no one could enter the 
Temple until the seven plagues were accomplished. In an interesting way, the 
Trumpets and the final plagues are also linked to the prayers of God’s people. 



Perhaps during such times, we learn to pray the Lord’s Prayer with even 
greater purpose and meaning. “Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be 
your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.” 
 
2. Next, the first Six Cups of Judgments are described, leading to Armageddon 
(Revelation 16:1-16).  
 
As we come to this section, the seven bowl or cup judgments parallel those of 
the seven trumpets, with some added differences, chiefly that whereas the 
Trumpet judgments were partial in their effect, here they are more severe and 
total in their effect. The first four cup judgments also reflect the plagues visited 
upon Egypt, but not in chronological order following the exodus story; rather, 
their order here is more logical. For the first bowl or cup poured out upon the 
land relates to ugly, festering sores or boils, reflecting the sixth Egyptian plague 
(Exodus 9:10-11). But why begin with this plague?  The answer is that this is 
the most logical and appropriate point at which to start, for these festering 
sores and boils would also leave painful scares on the body, as a fitting 
judgment on those who have already received the mark of the Beast upon 
their bodies, and worshipped its image (v. 2). It is as if God is also saying, “Let’s 
get physical, as well as logical, if you find the Beast a more attractive god to 
follow.”  Then this is followed by the second and third cups (vv. 3-7), as a 
parallel to the second and third trumpets (8:8-11), reflecting the first Egyptian 
plague (Exodus 7:20-21), where the Sea and fresh waters are turned into 
blood, like that of a dead person, now killing every living thing in the Sea, as 
distinct from the partial judgment of the trumpets at 8:9.  Then a twofold 
witness and response is recorded in verses 5-7 with regard to the vindication 
and appropriateness of this judgment by blood. First from the angel in charge 
of the waters, who addresses God as the One who is just in all His ways, and 
also present and active in judgment, and not as One who is yet to come, for 
the end has now come in these judgments, for the anti-Christ and his agents 
have shed the blood of the Saints and prophets, and therefore they have been 
given blood to drink as they deserve. Then the second witness of the Altar also 
agrees with the truth and justice of this judgment, for this represents the 
martyr’s appeals to God from under the altar at 6:10, with their cry to God to 
avenge their blood. Now their cry of “How long” has come to pass. Further, the 
double witness required by Law (Deuteronomy 19:15), has now been satisfied 
and given for this judgment of death and blood. Then the fourth and fifth cups 
at verses 8-11 have some resemblance with the fourth and fifth trumpets. But 
the fourth and middle cup of the Seven, differs in concentrating on the heat of 
the Sun only, which is allowed to scorch people with fire and heat, causing 
people to curse God, rather than seek Him with repentance and worship. Does 
this not have a contemporary application and familiar ring with regard to 



Climate Change today? If so, then we are given an interesting perspective on 
its source and purpose. But in contrast to this at 7:16, God had already 
promised to protect the Redeemed from the Sun’s scorching heat. Then the 
fifth angel poured out his cup on the throne of the Beast only, and as a result, 
his kingdom was plunged into darkness. Or, the Beast’s sovereign and imperial 
power was totally challenged and eclipsed by God’s intervening judgment. 
Further, as a result of this, people gnawed their tongues in agony, and cursed 
the God of Heaven, because of their pains and sores (which may be explained 
by the fifth trumpet at 9:1-6, where locusts with power like scorpions came 
down upon the earth and sorely afflicted those who did not have the seal of 
God upon their foreheads), but they refused to repent of what they had done. 
In other words, those who remained the faithful servants of the Beast until the 
bitter end had by then lost the capacity to repent of what they had done. It is 
possible therefore that cups four and five reflect plagues eight and nine of the 
Egyptian exodus of the Locusts and plague of Darkness (Exodus 10:1-29). Thus, 
from a logical point of view, cups four and five represent the Sun’s ability to 
give light or darkness, life or death, and this way of looking at things naturally 
follows a kingdom that has just been described as on its way to death. Also, 
with the fifth cup, God begins the final chapter of the history of Babylon or 
Rome. All the lights of the empire now begin to go out. What then follows? 
Finally, in this section, in verses 12-16, the sixth cup is poured out on the river 
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, in order to prepare the way for the 
kings of the east (reflected at Isaiah 11:15). These may symbolize Israel’s 
ancient enemies from the north and east (Assyria and Babylon), or refer to the 
feared Parthians east of the Roman Empire. Alternatively, they may be further 
described at 17:12-13, as those who make war against the Lamb (17:14). The 
impulse to do these things will be inspired by three evil frog-like spirits, which 
will come out of the mouths of the Dragon, the Beast, and False Prophet. They 
are described as demonic spirits, that perform signs, and their task, like that of 
the lying spirit in the story of Ahab (1 Kings 22:19-23), is to persuade rulers of 
the world to join in a great battle against God, in the place that in Hebrew is 
called “Armageddon.” The name “Armageddon” is a transliteration into Greek 
of the Hebrew Har-Megiddo, or “the mountain of Megiddo”, but the town is 
located in the Plain of Esdraelon in Israel, and has no mountain (the nearest 
one being Carmel in the North). Like the number 666, it had a history in the 
apocalyptic tradition, but we do not possess its secret. However, great battles 
had been fought on the plain of Megiddo in the past.  John therefore makes 
Armageddon or Mount Megiddo a symbol of the final event or meeting 
between the forces of good and the forces of evil pictured further on at 19:19:  
“Then I saw the Beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered 
together to make war against the rider on the horse and against His army.” 
 



3. Finally, the Seventh Cup delivers something special (Revelation 16:17-21). 
 
Unlike the previous six cups, which were each poured out on some object, the 
seventh cup is poured into the air, suggesting something even more awesome 
than the havoc wrought by the previous judgments. As it turns out, it signifies 
the final blow against the forces of evil, with a loud voice from the Temple and 
the Throne, presumably that of God, saying, “It is done!!” This recalls the cry of 
Jesus from the Cross in John’s Gospel, “It is finished” (John 19:30), and the final 
declaration at Revelation 21:6 when God’s purpose in the New Creation is 
finally achieved with the words, “It is done.” Then following these words of 
completion, there came flashes of lightening, rumblings, peals of thunder, and  
a severe earthquake, at verse 18, authenticating God’s presence, glory, power 
and kingdom, which also provided the conclusion to the Seven Seals at 8:5, and 
the Seven Trumpets at 11:19. But unlike the earthquake found in these 
previous appearances of God, this earthquake is separated out because it 
shatters the great city of Babylon or Rome into three parts, with the result that 
the cities of the nations collapse. Could this also be a symbol of the defeat of 
the evil trinity itself, represented by the Dragon, the Beast, and the false 
prophet? Verse 19 then reminds us that God had remembered Babylon the 
Great, or Rome, and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of His 
wrath, recalling 14:10, because Rome had become the Beast, and had led 
many to worship its idolatrous ways by also receiving the mark of the Beast. 
Thus the final judgment destroys all of the political, social, and economic 
centres that Babylon’s idolatry had corrupted. The fleeing of every Island and 
the Mountains symbolizes the reaction of creation to the overwhelming glory 
of God in His appearing, recalling the judgment of the sixth Seal at 6:12-14.  
With regard to the Islands disappearing, did John have his own Island exile and 
experience on Patmos in mind, together with other Islands that the Romans 
used for similar purposes? Finally, the ultimate judgment is caused by huge 
hailstones, recalling the seventh plague in Egypt of thunder, hail, and 
lightening (Exodus 9:22-25), as well as the routing of armies pursued by Joshua 
(Joshua 10:11), and the doom of the hosts of Gog (Ezekiel 38:22). But all such 
descriptions are now eclipsed by this event, but it does not lead people to 
repent.  A fuller explanation of what is involved in the last two cup judgments 
awaits us in chapters 17-19.  
 
 
Conclusion:- 
 
The final judgment of the seven cups or bowls, reminds us that in our world, 
God’s holiness and righteousness are also demonstrated by His sense of justice 
and truth in the judgment of sin toward those who worship the Beast and 



receive its mark (Psalm 89:14 = Righteousness and justice are the foundations 
of God’s throne). The cry of the martyrs from under the altar has finally been 
heard and answered, and John sees the tabernacle of the Temple opened, and 
from the place where the Law was kept, angels emerge as agents of judgment. 
And although we instinctively fear judgment, for we know our shortcomings, 
within us is a desire for justice in our world, and the triumph of goodness and 
truth; for wrongs to be righted, and for evil to be dealt with. Justice and 
judgment are cries of the human heart, and at the right time, they will come. 
These are the last plagues. They therefore sound a warning. If we do not 
respond to the love of Christ now, we will only meet the wrath of the Lamb 
later on. In Gethsemane, when Jesus was about to face the awful suffering, 
isolation, and judgment of the Cross, he prayed to the Father, “If you are 
willing, take this cup from me, yet not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 
22:42).  Jesus was prepared to taste and endure the cup of suffering for us, by 
taking our sin upon Himself, as well as the sin of the world, in order that we 
might be spared the cup of God’s wrath in the final judgment to come. The 
seals and trumpets sounded a warning. But now the cups are saying: God 
means what He has said, and the time for action has now come. God is now 
acting.  Further, there will be no access to the Temple, or fellowship with God, 
until this act of judgment is completed.  For true fellowship with God, also 
implies that sin has first been judged and dealt with, and without the shedding 
of blood, there is no remission of sin (Hebrews 9:22). It is a dreadful thing to 
fall into the hands of the Living God (Hebrews 10:31).  Finally, the passage 
gives us a blessing at Revelation 16:15 – The third in the Book. “Blessed is the 
one who stays awake and remains fully clothed, so as to not go naked, and be 
fully exposed.” If this word particularly reflects Christ’s message to the 
churches at Sardis (3:1-6), and Laodicea (3:14-22), then the Lord is looking for 
followers whose faith is genuine and real, and who are prepared to complete 
their faith and service for the Lord with zeal and energy, and not give way to 
complacency. For such people, Christ will never appear like a thief in the night 
when He comes back again, for they will always be vigilant, and fully clothed in 
their undivided loyalty and fellowship with Christ, and so will bear His mark 
and not that of the Beast, and will constantly bear fruit to the glory of God.  
May these words bless us today.  Amen.  


