
Wisdom to Live By 
Wisdom as the light and Path 

For a New Year 
(Proverbs 3:5-8; Matthew 7:13-27) 

 
Introduction:- 
 
As we arrive at a New Year, it is good to find a map that will take us into the 
New Year with some degree of confidence and hope, even though that path 
may not turn out to be entirely clear, or smooth, and free from problems.  
Back in 1939, King George VI gave a Christmas broadcast, which struck a chord 
with a country facing the uncertainty of war. And in his address, he quoted the 
preamble of a poem which became known as “The Gate of the Year” written 
by Minnie Louise Haskins, from her poem written in 1908, with the original 
title, “God Knows.” It goes as follows;  And I said to the man who stood at the 
Gate of the Year; “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied, “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of 
God. That shall be to you better than a light and safer than a known way.”  So I 
went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night (end of 
quote).  And as we find ourselves now standing at the gate of a New Year, what 
light and path might God encourage us with today as we seek to take His Hand 
and walk into this New Year. Let me suggest three things. 
 
1.  First, we will find God’s Light and Path as we submit to Him in all our ways 
(Proverbs 3:5-8) 
 
First we are guided by the wisdom book and words of Proverbs.  Here wisdom 
instructs us:- “Trust or depend upon the Lord with all your heart, and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and he will 
make your paths straight.” Notice first of all the comprehensive nature of the 
words, “with all your heart”, and “in all your ways.” There is no room here for 
any partial or half measures along this path. Also, one commentator prefers 
the translation here, “in all your ways desire His presence”, or literally “know” 
Him, which means more than just “keep Him in mind”, arguing that the 
common translation, “in all your ways acknowledge Him”, does not capture 
enough of the sense, which includes an intimate experience, of another’s 
reality. An updated version of the NIV Study Bible also replaces the word 
“acknowledge” with the word “submit”, because the word “acknowledge” may 
simply suggest just a nodding acquaintance with God, without any sense of a 
deep personal commitment. Finally, notice the goal of these words, which is 
“straight paths.” So many paths which people tread today are twisted and 
crooked, made so by their own making and limited self-understanding, leading 



only to confusion, disappointment, and ultimately spiritual and physical death 
itself. But this does not necessarily mean that trusting in the Lord will ensure 
that one’s life will be easy and free of obstacles, or as some might say, a bed of 
roses. Once we were reminded by a former Prime Minister of Australia that life 
was not meant to be easy. But those who trust in the Lord will progress 
morally, spiritually, and intellectually, as they journey toward the goal 
appointed for them by the Lord. Two Old Testament examples come to mind 
here.  At Exodus 33:13-16 Moses asked the Lord to continue to teach him the 
Lord’s ways, in order that he might know the Lord better, as well as continue 
to find favour with Him. Finally, this was joined to the further request from 
Moses that the Lord’s presence should also go with His people otherwise there 
would be no point in moving any further toward the Promised Land. At this 
point, Moses was convinced that unless the Lord journey with His people, they 
would have no success or identity as the people of God, as they travelled 
toward the Promised Land. People will only be convinced that our God is real, 
if they see evidence of His power and presence in our lives. In other words, 
Moses was seeking “straight paths” for both himself and the people, as he 
reaffirmed his trust in the Lord. Today we must have that same trust and 
reassurance as well, as we too journey toward our Promised Land of Rest.  A 
second example is found in the person of Caleb at Numbers 14:24 where we 
read:- “But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit, and follows me 
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants 
will inherit it.” This promise would also have included Joshua, with regard to 
the positive report that they alone brought back to Moses about the taking of 
the Promised Land, as distinct from the negative reports of the other ten spies. 
And when the whole assembly talked about stoning Joshua and Caleb, the 
glory of the Lord appeared at the Tent of Meeting, not only in judgment upon 
those who disobeyed the Lord, declaring that none of the generation who saw 
the Lord’s great signs and miracles in Egypt would ever enter the Promised 
Land, but only Caleb who followed the Lord “wholeheartedly”, would enter the 
Promised land, followed by his descendants. In this sense, truly Caleb would 
become a wonderful example of the fulfilment of Proverbs 3:5-8. The 
challenge then for us today, is how might we become like Caleb, who saw 
things through God’s eyes, and followed Him wholeheartedly. Throughout his 
letters, Paul teaches that inner thoughts, friendships, finances, working lives, 
service within the gathered church, and much more, are to be brought into 
conformity with the gospel. The Psalmist prays, “give me an divided heart” 
(Psalm 86:11). Is there any part of our lives today which appear to be divided, 
portioned off from the influence of the gospel?  Let us begin to dismantle that 
wall today, in the strength that God gives.  
 



2. Secondly, we will find God’s Light and Path as we select the Narrow rather 
than the Wide Gate and Road (Matthew 7:13-23) 
 
Today in our post-modern world and culture we are continually encouraged to 
become more inclusive about a whole range of things, and at the same time, 
not to become too bigoted and narrow in our view about the world and how 
we should live in it. But in this section of teaching, Jesus exhorts his listeners to 
reflect on the Sermon on the Mount just given, and to consider carefully the 
choices before them, and the consequences of these choices. He made it clear 
that the stakes were high, using two illustrations in order to contrast those 
who selected the narrow rather than the wide gate and road at verses 13-14, 
and to contrast those who bear good rather than bad fruit at verses 15-23. In 
fact, this way of looking at things, reflects the wisdom teaching of the Book of 
Proverbs in the Old Testament, where life is described as a choice between 
two ways. There are no multiple options. This will no doubt come as a bitter 
disappointment to the modern mind and way of doing things. Thus, we either 
choose to enter the narrow gate and walk the narrow path of God’s Word and 
truth, or we find ourselves walking through the wide gate and taking the wide 
road that leads to spiritual and physical death and destruction. Thus the 
choices we make in life have eternal consequences. We either choose to follow 
God’s way or our own way. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had to decide 
between the way of obedience, and the way of disobedience, leading to 
physical and spiritual death. Later, at the end of Deuteronomy, just before 
entering the Promised Land, God’s new Eden, Moses presented Israel with the 
same choice. The path of obedience to God’s Word would lead to blessing and 
life, and the path of disobedience would lead to curse and death 
(Deuteronomy 30:15-20). Moses then concluded this passage with the words, 
“Now choose life in order that you and your children may live – For the Lord is 
your life, and He will give many years in the land, promised to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.” Finally, in this passage today, which began with the exhortation to 
enter through the narrow gate only at verse 13, Jesus concludes the section in 
verses 21-23 with an example of those who have made up their own minds to 
enter the wide gate and broad way that leads to destruction – a path or road 
that we could well call “Majority Highway”, or “Majority Way”, because most 
of the world travel this Highway today.  And much to our surprise, we discover 
that this Highway also has many so-called religious pilgrims on it, including 
false prophets, as well as many who claimed to be performing miracles in 
Jesus’ name. But Jesus makes it clear, in verse 21, that only those who do the 
Father’s Will on earth, will enter the kingdom of Heaven, which may look 
entirely different to acts of religious exhibitionism and performance, 
supposedly even carried out in Jesus’ name. To such Jesus will finally say, 
“Depart from me, you evil-doers, for I never knew you.”  And so Jesus’ teaching 



about the two ways is given to us in order to help us to check our spiritual 
bearings, and where we might be heading at this point in time. Clearly the 
narrow way is the path of obedience to God’s Word, as well as desiring and 
seeking to do the Father’s Will on earth, just as Jesus himself sought to do His 
Father’s Will on earth. It also challenges us to consider how each of our 
decisions will ultimately affect us and others.  
 
3.  Thirdly and finally, we will find God’s Path and Light as we consider how 
we build our House on earth (Matthew 7:24-29).  
 
When a preacher prepares a sermon, or an author writes a book, they look for 
a conclusion that will do justice to all that they have written, as well as 
effectively drive home the point being made. And so the conclusion is all 
important, and if well done, can make a sermon or book live in a way no other 
section can achieve. Sometimes in the experience of many it has even saved a 
poorly written sermon or book!  Well in this passage, Jesus as the Master 
teacher and story-teller concludes the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7 
by drawing on the illustration of how a house is built. In doing so, Jesus again 
draws attention to the teaching of the two ways from within the wisdom 
tradition itself, and therefore finds this illustration the most effective way to 
conclude and drive home His point about how we should respond to all that He 
has taught us up to this point, and even beyond. It raises the question, “How 
then shall we live, or build our lives, to the glory of God?”  These days, many 
people pay a lot of attention and money on how their dream house should be 
built. Well, Jesus is also interested in how a house should be built. He then 
goes on to tell us about two builders. The first was a foolish builder, who was 
short-sighted, ignoring the foundations on which he built, as well as the forces 
of nature that would hit the house, resulting in complete destruction. On the 
other hand, the wise builder considered his foundations carefully, as well as all 
possible weather conditions and forces of nature in building his house.  As a 
result, what he built was able to withstand the test of nature and time. The 
sayings of Jesus here bear some echoes from the wisdom book of Proverbs. By 
wisdom a house is built, and through understanding, it is established (Proverbs 
24:3).  The house of the righteous stands firm (Proverbs 12:7), while the house 
of the wicked will be destroyed (Proverbs 14:11). Allusions to these passages 
reinforce the message of the Sermon. The wise-builder is like the righteous 
man who builds his house upon the rock of obedience by putting Jesus’ 
teaching into practice. On the other hand, the foolish builder is like the wicked 
man who builds his house upon shifting sand by not obeying the teaching of 
Jesus and putting it into practice. We can therefore rightly assume that those 
so-called religious people at verses 21-23, who Jesus rejects, as finally not 
knowing them, are those who at the same fail to put Jesus’ teaching into 



practice. They hear, but do not do. On this basis, no external forms of miracle 
or religious exhibitionism can act as a substitute for putting Jesus’ words and 
teaching into practice. The foundation of a building is often not visible to the 
naked eye, but is the most important structure of any building. We can only 
produce strong and lasting buildings if the foundations are solid and strong. 
Therefore, we must build a solid foundation that combines authentic 
commitment to Christ and His teaching, demonstrating it with obedience in 
our lives. Otherwise, we build our house on shaky and shifting sand, and all 
that we build will eventually be destroyed and come to nothing. Therefore, the 
Sermon on the Mount, and all of Jesus’ teachings are not just a collection of 
sayings to be admired. Jesus’ teachings are to be carried out and obeyed. They 
call us to action. They call us to live according to the values of the kingdom.  
 
Conclusion:- 
 
Today we have considered three ways in which we can walk into this New Year 
with God’s wisdom as our light and path. First we considered the blessing of 
submitting our lives to the Lord in all of our ways. When we do that, He will 
direct our paths, as seen in the story of Caleb. Secondly, we have discovered 
the blessing of the Narrow Path through God’s Word, that alone leads to the 
full blessing of eternal life within God’s kingdom. Thirdly and finally, we have 
been challenged with the need to build the house of our lives upon the rock of 
obedience to God’s Word, so that what we build may last, and not be 
destroyed.  How then are we building for eternity, as we face this New year? 
Amen.  
 
 


