
The Beginning of the End 
(Revelation 19:11-21:8) 

 
Introduction:- 
 
In life, Bride’s or their families and friends, often speak about the Bride’s 
“knight in white armour”, who comes along, and allegedly saves the day, by 
offering a security and future for the Bride, that might otherwise have ended in 
loneliness and despair. And at the beginning of this passage before us, which 
heralds the beginning of the end, Jesus is both the bridegroom in 19:1-10, who 
saves us for His Wedding Banquet, as well as the Warrior on a white horse in 
19:11-21 – who also saves us from the warfare orchestrated by the Dragon and 
Beasts. We could therefore say with some justification, what a white knight is 
Jesus!! Let us now focus our lens a little closer on this entire passage, as we 
seek to trace John’s message as he works toward the end of the Book. 
 
1.  First we are introduced to a Warrior on a White Horse (Revelation 19:11-
21).  
 
This passage begins with a vision of heaven standing open revealing a white 
horse, whose rider is called “Faithful and True” (1:5; 3:14). This resembles 
John’s experience back at 4:1, where he saw a door standing open in Heaven, 
revealing a Throne, with someone sitting on it. Eventually, John’s vision here of 
the white horse, will lead to a vision of a great white Throne at 20:11-21:8, 
thus tying this whole section of Revelation together.  In the meantime, within 
our present passage, Jesus is the faithful and true witness, with blazing eyes 
that miss nothing, and has supreme regal authority wearing many crowns. He 
is also King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and is able to lead the armies of 
Heaven, together with His faithful followers, against the nations who have 
opposed and rejected His rule over them.  Further, because of his great power 
and authority, He is given a name known only to Him. Also Jesus is dressed in a 
robe dipped in blood, which may refer to His atoning blood (7:14), or more 
probably refers to the blood of His defeated enemies (14:19-20), alluding to 
Isaiah 63:2-3. Further, He defeats His enemies not by any earthly sword, but by 
the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit, with which He will save, judge, and 
destroy ( verse 21; cf. Revelation 1:12-20; 2:12).  And so, there is no need for 
any battle!! Also, only in Revelation could such a stark contrast be managed in 
one chapter, between a Groom preparing for a Wedding Banquet in 19:1-10, 
and a Warrior in 19:11-21, engaged in bloodshed and war.  But this scenario 
actually reflects the close of Jesus’ life on earth.  A Passover meal and Banquet 
enjoyed in the closeness of the Upper Room, is then followed by the clashing 
of swords and clubs by the Sanhedrin, as they invade Gethsemane. But Peter’s 



clumsy and impulsive action, in cutting off Malchus’ ear with the sword, is then 
shown a better way by Jesus, when the sword gives way to the Word of Jesus.  
And isn’t it striking at 19:16 that the Warrior Jesus is identified by words on his 
garment and thigh, where the sword should be displayed, as King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords (17:14).  Finally, Jesus’ victory by the Word of God then leads to 
the great Supper of God, where the birds of the air feast upon the flesh of all 
people, both great and small, in stark contrast to the Wedding Banquet of the 
Lamb in 19:1-10.  And within this process, the Beast was captured, and with it 
the false prophet - and they were both thrown alive into the fiery lake of 
burning sulphur (verses 19-21).  Thus the forces of evil are disposed of in the 
opposite order to their introduction. And so Babylon, represented by the 
seventh cup at 16:17-19 has gone, and now the two Beasts of the sixth cup at 
16:12-14 are destroyed. But this does not include the Dragon or Devil, who is 
also mentioned here. He will receive special mention and treatment in the 
following chapter as the chief and final member of the evil trinity to be 
destroyed. In the meantime, the two Beasts are judged by the rider on the 
white horse, using the sword in his mouth, for he will overcome evil by His 
Word. Jesus did this at the outset of His ministry in the wilderness, when on 
three separate occasions He countered the Devil’s temptations through 
quoting the Word of God. And the Word of God will also be our chief offensive 
weapon, as the Sword of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 10:3-4; Hebrews 4:6; 
Ephesians 6:17), as we too seek to reclaim territory from Satan, in our fight 
with evil. Do we have a sword that has been well tried and used in daily 
combat, or has our sword grown blunt and ineffective through lack of use, and 
as a consequence, is of no real concern to the Devil.  Finally, in this section, as 
one writer has put it, what a difference there is between the marriage Feast of 
the Lamb, and the Great Supper of God!  One day, we will either feast at the 
supper of the Lamb, or be feasted upon, at the Supper of God. Therefore we 
are advised to read the menu of both feasts carefully, before we make life’s 
greatest decision! 
 
2.  Secondly, we are introduced to the Millennium, and the final defeat of the 
Dragon himself (Revelation 20:1-15). 
 
We have waited for this moment from the judgment of the sixth cup at 16:14-
16, where the Devil was also mentioned alongside the two Beasts, but not 
destroyed with them at 19:19-21.  Why is this so?  Two answers can be given. 
First, the Dragon and Ancient Serpent, who is now identified as the Devil or 
Satan, is the epitome and main source of evil from the time of the Garden of 
Eden until now. For this reason, He has been responsible for humankind’s 
departure from God, and continual rebellion against God, from the very 
beginning, and so he deserves special treatment and judgment. Secondly, if 



this is so, evil is not finally and fully defeated in this world, until the source of 
evil itself is finally and fully identified, judged, and destroyed. And so for these 
reasons, I suggest that there would have been no other good reason why Satan 
could not have been mentioned and included alongside the judgment of His 
two allies, the Beast and the false prophet, who met their fate in the lake of 
burning sulphur at 19:20. In fact, according to 20:7-10, when the period of the 
1,000 years have been completed, which we will come back to, Satan will 
deceive the nations into fighting a battle against the Lord which will be likened 
unto that of Gog and Magog found in Ezekiel 38-39, just before God’s kingdom 
is fully established. Interestingly enough, features of this battle have already 
been reflected at the battle recorded at 19:17-21, involving the Beast and the 
False Prophet, when the detail of the birds eating the flesh of kings is also 
mentioned in the Gog and Magog passage of Ezekiel 39:4, 17-20. And so 
presumably we are talking about the same last battle involving all three 
members of the evil trinity, also reflected by their threefold evil spirits of 
delusion at 16:13-14. Finally in this passage at 20:8, we read that the Devil was 
also thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and false 
prophet had also been thrown.  And so how do we understand the millennium 
or 1,000 years of this passage, and where does it fit?  Christians differ on this 
matter, and many schools of thought and end-time schemes have been 
proposed over time on Revelation 20:1-10. In my earlier years, I coined the 
word “Pan-Millennialist” with regard to my own position on the matter, not 
only suggesting that what God has planned, whatever that might be, will 
eventually “Pan” out in the end, but that there may well be elements of truth 
in each of the different positions that have been proposed. The concept of 
1,000 years, or the cube of 10 (10 x 10 x 10), is not found anywhere else in 
Scripture, but the closest we might come to understanding this time period is 
found in Psalm 90:4 which says: “For a thousand years in your sight is just like 
one day.’ And at 2 Peter 3:8, “With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years is like a day.” Then Peter continues: “That day will come like a 
thief in the night, when all the elements will be destroyed by fire, but we are 
looking forward to a new Heavens and new Earth, where righteousness 
dwells.” These words from Peter appear to  fit remarkably well in our passage 
here in Revelation, leading to the new Heaven and new Earth, which follows at 
Revelation 21:1-8. Did John also have this passage in mind, in which case the 
1,000 years would symbolize the Day of the Lord, which could come at any 
moment or time.  Thus on this reading, it would also symbolize God’s perfect 
(representing the cube), and designated time for world history, known only to 
Him, which would end in His own good time. In Jewish thinking this was also 
later linked to the six days of creation, leading to the seventh day of Sabbath 
Rest, mentioned at Hebrews 4:1-11, which we are all called to enter. 
Interestingly enough, the 1,000 years is also mentioned six times in verses 2-7, 



after which Satan is released and then destroyed, leading to the saints’ eternal 
rest in the new Heavens and new Earth. This would then be followed by an 
eighth day without end, portrayed in the eight verses of the new Heavens and 
new Earth at Revelation 21:1-8.  Doubtless John would have been confirmed in 
this interpretation by his reading of Ezekiel 36-48, where Israel’s restoration to 
the land under their new Davidic Messiah (chapters 36-37), is followed by the 
rebellion of Gog and Magog (chapters 38-39), concluding with the promise of a 
New Jerusalem with a New Temple (chapters 40-48). And so on this 
understanding, the 1,000 years may simply be a symbolic way of expressing 
God’s perfect gift of kingdom rest to His suffering people, and would also 
explain why God would permit the release of Satan at the end of 1,000 years, 
for the prophecy of Gog’s attack upon Israel at Ezekiel 38-39, is set after the 
restoration of God’s people to the kingdom at Ezekiel 36-37, and before the 
promise and appearing of the New Jerusalem at Ezekiel 40-48. It appears that 
John is following this apocalyptic framework in his presentation of Revelation 
20:1-10. Further, in verses 4-6, this 1,000 year symbol is especially applied to 
the martyrs, who because of their faithful witness even unto death, came to 
life, and also reigned with Christ for a thousand years. And in doing so, they 
earned the distinction of meriting the fifth blessing of the Book at verses 5-6, 
as those who shared in the first resurrection. But this is also all symbolic. There 
are no resurrected martyrs whilst believers who suffered less are left in their 
graves. It is John’s way of giving special recognition, honour, and pride of place, 
to all those who tread the path of martyrdom. They are blessed and holy, and 
the second death of God’s judgment will have no power over them.  Because 
of this, they become in a sense forerunners and trailblazers of the resurrection 
to eternal life that all faithful saints will one day experience, when Christ 
returns again. And so, in approaching the 1,000 years as a symbol of the nature 
of time, and not as a figure of exact time itself,  we have further support in the 
way in which John makes use of other numbers and figures to represent or 
symbolize periods of time, such as the final half week of Daniel’s seventieth 
week of years (Daniel 9:27), where the final period of the church from the 
death of Christ to His second-coming is represented by 42 months, or three 
and a half years, or 1, 260 days, which is symbolic in Jewish history as a period 
of persecution, suffering, as well as spiritual preservation. John also applies 
this symbol to the time of the church’s witness, now spread over two thousand 
years or more, as a period of physical suffering and spiritual preservation from 
the death of Christ until His second coming (11:1-12). And so it is best to see 
John repeating or replaying history from different angles with increasing 
intensity. We noticed this way of doing things with the seven seals, trumpets, 
and Cups. And so chapter 20 does not follow chapter 19 chronologically, but 
rewinds the tape to the beginning of history, retelling the story from the first 
coming of Christ, until His second coming. Having foretold the fate of Babylon 



and the two beasts, the focus is now on the Dragon, the arch-enemy of God. 
But from the beginning, the Dragon’s fate was sealed with the coming and 
death of Christ (Luke 10:18; 11:20-22; Colossians 2:15), and so with the added 
application here of the symbolic use of 1,000 years from Christ’s first to His 
second comings, we understand the nature of that time as being one of defeat 
and the binding of the Devil, and yet one of persecution, victory, and reward, 
for those who follow their Master even unto death. The blessing of the first 
resurrection stands for all believers who might travel down the martyr’s path. 
But it also anticipates and paves the way for all believers who will one day 
participate in the final resurrection at the second coming of Christ as outlined 
by Paul at 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Finally, evil will be destroyed, as the 
Dragon will share the fate of the Beast and False prophet in the lake of fire. 
Then the great white Throne will appear, as the earth and the heavens flee 
before it.  This begins to speak of a new Heavens and a new Earth (reflecting 
Isaiah 65:17; 66:22, and 2 Peter 3:13). And the dead, both small and great, will 
stand before the Throne, and the Books of Heaven will be opened. Notice that 
judgment will therefore proceed on the basis of two books, thus providing a 
twofold witness, required by Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15), and 
judgment is made on the basis of what people had done. Then death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire, which is described as the second 
death. And anyone whose name was not found written in the Book of Life was 
thrown into the lake of fire. That lake has its origins in the Abyss, the home of 
the Monster, and the place where evil spirits and fallen angels were punished. 
It is also the alternative to the City of God. Are our names written in the 
Lamb’s Book of life? It is a legitimate question, for we can do something about 
that today. 
 
3.  Finally, we are confronted with a New Heaven and a New Earth 
(Revelation 21:1-8). 
 
This passage fittingly concludes our entire unit, with a new Heavens and a new 
Earth, with a Holy City as the central focus, the New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of Heaven, from God, as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And 
the point of this imagery is that God’s dwelling place is now among people. 
This has been God’s plan for all eternity, beginning with the Garden of Eden 
(Genesis 2:4b–3:24), and also illustrated in John’s magnificent prologue in the 
Gospel of John, where the Word of God became flesh, and made His dwelling 
amongst us (John 1:14). This truth is also represented in the seventh and final 
of Israel’s Feasts, the Festival of Tabernacles, celebrated in the seventh month, 
for seven days, framed by two days of rest on the first and eighth days. It 
celebrated Israel’s redemption and journey from Egypt, to the Promised Land, 
the land of Rest. Israel’s life story began in the Garden of Eden, and ends with 



life in a Garden City, the new Eden of God. We will see this imagery emerge 
more, as we look at the final chapters in Revelation. But, as with the exodus of 
old, where the victory of God over the enemy was followed by Temple 
building, with God dwelling in the midst of His people; here at the end of 
Revelation, a similar model is followed, except that in the New Jerusalem, 
there is no Temple, for at 21:22, the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
Temple.  And in addition to this point, it is announced that God is now making 
everything new, reflecting Isaiah 43:19, which began with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17), but is now fulfilled in the New 
Heavens and New Earth, for God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and there will be no more death, or mourning or pain, for the old order has 
passed. What a day to look forward to!! Further, God will fully provide for the 
spiritual needs of His people through the provision of living water (v. 6; John 
4:14). The absence of any more sea in verse 1 may disturb many sea-side 
dwellers and lovers of the ocean, but this may relate to those negative aspects 
of chaos and evil in Revelation that relate to the sea (Also see Ezekiel 47:1-12; 
Zechariah 14:8). Finally, who will inherit all of this?  This is outlined in verses 7-
8.  Those who are victorious, or who have overcome, as presented in the 
messages to the seven churches, will enjoy God’s bounty and blessings. But 
those who preclude themselves from this blessing – which significantly begins 
with the cowardly; who either deny Christ before others, in contrast to the 
martyrs who proved faithful unto death, or who reject God’s Christ and 
worship the anti-Christ. The remaining terms describe the unbelieving, whose 
lives demonstrate their opposition to God; as the vile, murderers, sexually 
immoral, who practice magic arts, idolaters and all liars, who will be consigned 
to the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This is the second death, after the 
judgment of the white Throne.   
 
Conclusion:- 
 
We may divide the human family in all kinds of ways, based on race, gender, or 
income, but God recognizes only one distinction: Those who will be at the 
Wedding Feast of the Lamb, whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life; and those who will not be present. It is all a matter of choice. But the 
amazing fact is that we can still determine how this may end for us! May we be 
numbered amongst who have responded to God’s grace and love in Christ 
today, before it is too late.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 


