
Behold, I am doing a New Thing 
(Isaiah 43:14 – 44:5) 

 
Introduction:- 
 
As we come to a new year it is sometimes difficult to leave the old behind us, because the 
past often speaks of memories and experiences that we feel we can never let go of. But in our 
passage today as we face 2022, God puts a new perspective and challenge before us. Let us 
now examine this challenge within its ancient context, in order that we might see how God 
can use this today. 
 
1.  First God reminds us that He is doing a New Thing!  (Isaiah 43:14-21) 
 
Within this passage, the tables would now be turned on Babylon, where God’s people had 
served a seventy year sentence in exile for the sins of covenant unfaithfulness and idolatry. 
But now, the God who had once delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage, was about to do a 
new thing. And although the people should remember the lessons they learned about 
themselves and God through the great exodus event, they should now forget about the way 
in which He did it. Fixating on what God did in the past, often confines Him to certain ways of 
doing things. But God is too creative and powerful for such confinement. He will indeed 
deliver His people from Babylon, but now in an altogether new way. Cyrus the Persian will be 
raised up as God’s anointed agent for deliverance. Also, there would be other obstacles to be 
faced, including the desert and the long journey home. And what could they expect on arrival? 
Not hearth, and home, and plenty, but a devastated land, and the arduous task of rebuilding 
their lives from scratch. Does this somehow paint a familiar picture, as we seek to face a new 
year in the light of new challenges that face us as a church, especially in the light of Covid -
19?  And so the Lord emphasizes the point that He is doing a new thing. He knows human 
psychology only too well. The past can become an idealized world ( = “the good old days”) 
into which we retreat when the future becomes too frightening to face, or it can become a 
springboard from which we launch ourselves into the future with new strength and vision. 
Isaiah does not want Israel to retreat into the past. He does want them, however, to 
remember that the wilderness has been conquered before, and armed with that knowledge, 
to go forward and conquer it again. And as they do, they can be assured that the Lord goes 
before them to make a way for them through the desert, just as he made one for their 
ancestors (v.19). Finally, in the words of verse 21, they can be again the witnesses that God 
has created them to be only by going forward with God, by grasping the “new thing” he has 
for them, that they may proclaim His praise among the nations. May the Lord encourage us 
today with these words, as we look to Him to do a “new thing” amongst us a church. Let us 
take these words with us into the new-year, that God, our everlasting Father, Redeemer, and 
Creator, is the God of the “new thing.” 
 
2.  Secondly, on the basis of these things, a New Start is possible for God’s people (Isaiah 
43: 22-28) 
 
The reason why Israel was sent into Babylonian exile in the first place is flagged as early as 
Isaiah 1:10-20, where Israel’s zeal for religious worship and practice did not match their true 



devotion for God, and the carrying out of His Will. We read back there that Israel wearied God 
with their religious practices, and burdened him with their sacrifices. And here in verse 22 the 
opening words of this verse are emphatic in the original Hebrew: “It was not me you called 
upon, Jacob.” In other words, Israel’s worship was such a farce, and a misrepresentation of 
the truth, that the Lord did not regard it as worship of himself at all. And so he consigned 
Israel and its leaders to destruction, and those who survived, to the disgrace of exile. The use 
of the old name “Jacob” in verses 22 and 28, framing this section, emphasizes just how deep 
and persistent Israel’s sin had been. Throughout its whole history, the nation had behaved 
just like its first father Jacob. The only solution to this problem was to accept their past, with 
the verdict that God had pronounced upon it, and then to reach out with both hands and 
grasp the forgiveness that he now offered them. It is remarkable how verses 25-26 now 
present the argument of Isaiah 1:18 in reverse order. “Come let us reason together says the 
Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red 
like crimson, they shall be like wool.” Israel’s only hope for the future, as with ours, is 
dependent upon God’s undeserving grace. He must forgive our sin for His “own sake”, 
because there is no case for Israel’s innocence, or for ours. But when God forgives us our sins, 
he blots them from his book, and remembers them no more. As one person has well put it, 
he buries them in the deepest ocean, and then puts his sign up, “no more fishing here.” But 
our problem often remains with the guilt of sin, or with false guilt. We often feel that with the 
question of sin, there are still unpaid bills which stand against us. But once God has forgiven 
our sins, He not only remembers our sins no more, but He even forgets that He has forgiven. 
If we earnestly seek a new start, this can only become a reality as we learn the difficult lesson 
of not looking back upon the journey that we have taken, but rather look to the One who 
leads us today into our future. There is no rear vision mirror with regard to God’s forgiveness 
and grace. And as one commentator puts it, once spoken here, this word of forgiveness totally 
dominates its context, like a shaft of brilliant light piercing a night sky. The dark sayings around 
it simply serve to throw it into sharp relief. And at its deepest level, this passage is not about 
Israel’s past at all, but about the forgiveness that releases her from it, a release she needed 
far more than release from Babylon. The word of forgiveness is the most encouraging 
message of all, and Israel, like us, need to hear it again and again. Finally, is it any wonder why 
this passage comes as it does at the centre of our overall passage.  Without a deep sense of 
God’s forgiveness and grace, a new start is not possible. Also, the name of Jacob may have 
been deliberately used here, as a frame to this middle section, because Jacob’s final story is 
also one in which he receives a new name, by struggling and prevailing with God (Genesis 
32:22-32). May Jacob’s cry, “I will not let you go unless you bless me” be our desire for this 
new year as well. 
 
3.  Finally, God will pour out His Spirit upon your offspring (Isaiah 44:1-5) 
 
The chapter division at Isaiah 44:1 is most unfortunate, because Isaiah 44:1-5 is the final word 
of encouragement that caps off this section. And what an appropriate climax it is, as an 
extension and further commentary on the “new thing” that God would do for the future. And 
this future would be as different from the past as light is from darkness. As water poured out 
on thirsty land causes it to burst into life again, so the Lord will pour out His Spirit on Israel’s 
descendants. They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplars by flowing streams. So 
blessed will they be that total outsiders will join them, forsaking their paganism and gladly 
swearing allegiance to Israel’s God.  Jacob will no longer be a shameful name, but a glorious 



one, held in honour by all.  All of this of course is exactly what was promised to Abraham: a 
great name, many descendants, and blessing overflowing to all the families of the earth 
(Genesis 12:1-3).  All of this was to say that God had not forgotten His threefold promise to 
Abraham, and the pouring out of God’s Spirit would also result in a renewed willingness for 
Israel to identify themselves with God and His people. This promise had already been flagged 
at Isaiah 32:15-16, as well as at Joel 2:28-32, Ezekiel 39:29, and Zachariah 12:10. A new day 
was dawning, when the Spirit would renew all things. And this is what God’s Spirit will do for 
us. A little later on, when Israel returned home to a dispirited post-exilic community, also 
described as “the day of small things”, in view of Israel’s more glorious past, the word was 
given to Zerubbabel at Zechariah 4:6: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the 
Lord Almighty.”  In this way, Zerubbabel was given a promise that he would be able to 
complete the construction of the Temple, no matter how difficult this assignment appeared 
to be at this time. There would be many twists and turns in the road ahead, but it would not 
lead to a dead end.  When Jesus began His ministry on earth, according to Luke 4:18-19, he 
selected the scroll of Isaiah in order to proclaim His new ministry on earth. And quoting Isaiah 
61:1-2, He said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners, and recovery 
of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 
And after handing the scroll back to the attendant, he sat down, and said, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” God’s new day of power and grace was breaking forth, 
through His Spirit, and finally according to Luke, in his second volume, the pouring out of the 
Spirit of God would provide the ultimate key for the church to carry out its mission to the 
nations as seen on the Day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2.  The Spirit of the Living God will 
always guarantee the future of the church, as we are able to say with Jesus, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me.” 
 
Conclusion:- 
 
As we begin a new year, our passage today talks about God doing a “new thing.” For Isaiah, 
this also includes a fresh start for the people of God, as well as the renewing and empowering 
work of God’s Spirit in our lives. When these three things come together, we can never 
describe our situation as “the day of small things”, nor need we look to the glory days of the 
past, for when God does a “new thing” by taking us by the hand, “that shall be better than 
light, and safer than a known way”, to use the words of the poem, “The Gate of the Year.”  
May God bless us in the year ahead, no matter what that might hold for us as individuals, and 
as a Church.   Amen. 
 


