
The Dawning of a New Day of Hope 
(Matthew 27:45-56; 28:1-20) 

Introduction:- 
 
Today is without question, the most exciting day in the Christian calendar, for this day is God’s 
promise and reminder to us that sin, fear, anxiety, and death, is not the last word for us, as 
the world understands these things, but through the risen Christ, we may walk in newness of 
life, and arise to beauty, holiness, peace and joy, and to a work inspired by love and joy, as 
we seek to live the Risen life. Let us now to seek to trace this message through the witness of 
Matthew’s Gospel, as a challenge and message to our lives today. 
 

1. First we discover that for Matthew, the Resurrection is already anticipated 
in, and made possible by the Cross (Matthew 27:45-56).  
 
Here we are not just making the point that you need a dead body before there can be a 
resurrection. Thus you logically need the Cross before there can be talk of a resurrection. But 
Matthew wants to take us further than this, by saying that when Jesus finally died upon the 
Cross after a final period of three hours of darkness over the whole land, from midday to 3.00 
pm, which may indicate the depth and mystery of Christ’s suffering for the sin of the world, 
Jesus then cried out again with a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. This may have been the 
words, “It is finished”, recorded at John 19:30, in which case Jesus died as one in complete 
control of His own destiny, and as a victor over sin and death, completing what he came to 
do. At that moment, the curtain of the Temple, separating the Holy of Holies from the Holy 
Place, was torn in two from top to bottom, making it possible for believers to go directly into 
God’s presence, on the basis of Jesus’ atoning blood, shed for all (Hebrews 9:1-14; 10:14-22). 
In the Old Testament, the High Priest could only enter the Holy of Holies but once a year, on 
the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for himself, as well as for the sins of Israel. And at 
this point, the earth also shook, and the rocks split as well. And Matthew is unique in telling 
us that the tombs also broke open, and the bodies of many holy people who had died were 
raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection, they went into the 
holy city, and appeared unto many people. In making this point, Matthew is no doubt telling 
us, possibly in compressed form, that all these events were directly related to Christ’s 
redemptive and conquering work on the cross. In other words, when Jesus died upon the 
Cross, He conquered sin and death. Therefore the Cross is the catalyst for the empty tombs, 
just as the Cross was the catalyst for the torn curtain, and God’s new way into His holy 
presence. And in dying and rising again, Jesus destroyed the power of death. And because of 
His life, death, and resurrection, the tomb has lost its power, and the grave has lost its terror, 
and death has lost its tragedy, and because He lives, we shall also live. And so in this way, 
Matthew wants to make a solid connection between the Cross of Jesus Christ, and the empty 
tomb of Jesus, as well as the empty tombs of many holy people. Then in verse 54, when the 
hardened Roman Centurion, and those with him, who were guarding Jesus at the cross, saw 
the earthquake, and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely He 
was the Son of God.” C.H. Spurgeon makes the comment here: “These Roman soldiers had 
never witnessed such scenes in connection with an execution before, and they could only 
come to one conclusion about the illustrious prisoner whom they had put to death. “Truly this 
was the Son of God.” It is strange that they should confess what the religious leadership would 
continue to deny”(end of quote). But here we may also see the first-fruits of Jesus statement 
at John 12:32. “If I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people unto me.” Jesus foretold 
the magnetic power of the cross; and as William Barclay notes, the Centurion was the first-



fruits of the Cross of Christ. The Cross had moved him, and those with him, to see the majesty 
of Jesus as nothing else had been able to do. And so for Matthew, more so than any other 
Gospel writer, Resurrection Day begins at the Cross itself, and is God’s yes to Cross, in terms 
of what Jesus accomplished  for us there. Let us give thanks to God for this wonderful truth 
today. 
 

2.  Secondly, for Matthew, there came the Day of Great Discovery (Matthew 
28:1-10). 
 
In his account of the first day of the week, after the Jewish Sabbath had ended, Matthew is 
unique in recording that two Marys had come early to the tomb of Jesus. One was Mary 
Magdalene from whom Jesus had cast out seven demons, and the other Mary may have been 
the wife of Clopas, and sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus, recorded at John 19:25. 
Throughout the entire passion narrative, Matthew continues his interest in the use of twofold 
presence and witness, as we noticed with his story of Palm Sunday. Further, the mention of 
the earthquake before the women arrive at the tomb, is unique to Matthew, and provides a 
double parallel to his mention of the earthquake at cross, when the earth shook and the rocks 
split, in turn as a twofold parallel to the torn curtain in the Temple, at Matthew 27:51. And so 
in this way, the violent earthquake which heralded Easter Sunday morning, and the empty 
tomb, continues for Matthew the story of the Cross. When you woke this morning, to Easter 
Sunday, did your bed shake? I will never forget Cathy telling me with some excitement, that 
early on Easter Sunday morning of 2020, she literally felt her bed shake! Well, maybe that 
happened as well on Matthew’s Sunday morning, for many living around Jerusalem, because 
he records a violent earthquake in the vicinity of Jesus’ new tomb, which was made available 
by Joseph of Arimathea, cut out of solid rock. Joseph then rolled a big stone in front of the 
entrance to the tomb, and went away. At this time, Matthew records that Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb, according to Matthew 27:57-61. 
This would mean that when they finally decided to revisit the tomb after the Sabbath had 
ended, they would have no trouble finding it. In the meantime, the Jewish Religious 
leadership had the tomb sealed and posted with a guard of Roman soldiers, just in case Jesus’ 
followers would produce a double deception by this time claiming that Jesus their Messiah 
had risen from the dead after three days, as he had promised. But on Easter Sunday morning, 
when the two Marys arrived early at the tomb, they had found the big stone rolled away, with 
the angel of the Lord sitting upon it, as God’s own seal to His presence and power. 
Resurrection Day is the day when God delights to roll away the stone of difficulty from our 
lives, no matter what it is that might depress us, or cause us any level of anxiety and fear. In 
the light of God’s power and love, these things are powerless to harm us. At Romans 8:11 
Paul puts it this way:  “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who 
lives in you.” Here Paul especially alludes to the fruits of the Spirit, that Jesus had displayed 
in the Wilderness, the Garden of Gethsemane, during his Trial, on the Cross, and in the Tomb. 
And there is something peculiarly fitting in that Mary Magdalene, from whom Jesus had cast 
seven demons, and the other Mary, should be the first to receive the news of the risen Lord, 
and to encounter Him. They had been there at the Cross; they had been there when he was 
laid in the Tomb. And now they are receiving love’s reward. They are the first to know the joy 
of the Resurrection. On the other hand, we read that the Roman guards were so afraid of the 
Angel that they shook, and became as dead men. But to the women who loved and followed 
Jesus, the Angel said three things. First, “Do not be afraid” – they were urged to believe. The 
thing was so staggering that it might seem beyond belief, or too good to be true. The angel 



reminds them of the promise of Jesus, and confronts them with the empty tomb; his every 
word is a summons to believe. It is still a fact, and this may well be true for us today, that 
there are many who feel that the promises of Christ are too good to be true. That is a 
hesitation which can only be overcome by taking Jesus at his Word. Today would be a good 
time to do that. Secondly, they are then urged to share this good news with others, and not 
to dwell gazing at the place where Jesus lay. And as the women hurried away to do this very 
thing, afraid, yet filled with joy, suddenly Jesus met them. This order of events is significant 
for Matthew. Jesus makes himself known to us, especially on this resurrection Day, along the 
path of obedience, and making Jesus known to others. And on this path, he greets us today, 
as He greeted the two Marys, with the word “Greetings” or “Rejoice” – The person who has 
met the risen Lord must live forever in the joy of the presence of Him from whom nothing can 
part them anymore. But again, when the two women would have been content to stay and 
worship Jesus, He repeated the words of the Angel of the Lord to them, “Do not be afraid, but 
Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee – There they will see me.” 
 

3. Thirdly and Finally, for Matthew Resurrection day concludes with the Great 
Commission – Go Tell the World (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 
Finally, when the eleven disciples went to an appointed mountain in Galilee, there they now 
had the opportunity to behold and worship the Risen Lord, as the women did earlier. But 
remarkably, some even doubted, perhaps out of sheer disbelief that it was Jesus after all, who 
was standing before them. On this occasion, Jesus left them with three words. First, he 
assured them of His power and authority – “All authority in Heaven and on Earth has been 
given to me.” On the basis of His death and resurrection, surely nothing was now outside the 
power of Him who had died and conquered death. Now the disciples were the servants of a 
Master who held the keys to life and death, whose authority in heaven and upon earth was 
beyond all question.  Secondly, He gave them a commission, as he had done to the women 
before them. Go and tell. But this time, the disciples were to go to all the nations, and make 
disciples of all peoples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  And 
we can only do that as we teach the full truth revealed in the Scriptures, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. We are not to invent anything new, nor to change anything to suit the 
fashion of the Age, but to teach all baptized believers to observe all things that our Divine 
King has commanded. Thirdly, and finally, Jesus promised us the great seal of His presence as 
we go about this task.  “And behold I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  
It must have been a staggering thing for eleven humble Galileans to be sent forth to the 
conquest of the world. Even as they heard it, their hearts must have failed them. But no 
sooner was the command given than the promise followed.  They were sent out, as we are, 
on the greatest task in the world, but with the promise of the greatest presence in the world. 
And as with the two Mary’s earlier, Jesus met them on the road as they obeyed the angel’s 
word to return to tell the other disciples of Jesus’ Resurrection. And today may we all realise 
His presence with us, as we seek to make Him known, until He calls us home to be Him, to be 
“forever with the Lord.”  Amen. 
 
Conclusion:- 
 
Today Mathew’s Gospel presents us with a wonderful picture of Resurrection Sunday. It is all 
made possible through the Cross, and the promise of Jesus’ presence is especially made 
known to us as we seek to tell others of this wonderful truth. Finally Jesus would greet us, 
risen from the tomb, with the word “Rejoice” – Let nothing hinder our Risen Life in Him. The 



tomb is empty, because Jesus is Alive. Let us go forth in the spirit of Resurrection, and show 
the world that Jesus is alive forever more.   Amen. 
 


