
Wisdom to Live By 
The Coming King – A Greater than Solomon  

(Isaiah 9:1-7; Luke 11:29-32) 
 

Introduction:- 
 
Throughout this series, we have been considering the importance of wisdom in 
the teaching of the Bible, and as we consider the Advent Season, we may also 
see here the importance of wisdom, as this relates to the coming of the 
Promised king, and all that He will achieve in God’s saving purposes for all 
humankind. And as a preparation for this theme, last week we were looking at 
Solomon, as the Patron Saint of all wisdom in Israel. And now, the coming 
Messianic king will even exceed Solomon in terms of the wisdom He possesses, 
as well as the way in which that wisdom will save now save the world. And 
when Jesus referred to Solomon, he put it this way: “The queen of the south 
will rise at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, 
for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and 
now one greater than Solomon is here” (Luke 11:31).  Here Jesus argued from 
the lesser to the greater. If the queen of Sheba responded positively to the 
Wisdom of Solomon, how much more should the people of Jesus’ day should 
have responded to the ministry of Jesus, who is infinitely greater than 
Solomon. And the same applies to us today. At this Advent Season, let us now 
look a little closer at wisdom as this relates to our coming king, and how this 
will be used by God to bless the world. 
 
1.  First we may see the wisdom of God’s promised coming king in contrast to 
the foolishness of king Ahaz at Isaiah 7:14 and Isaiah 9:1-7.  
 
Within the book of Isaiah, chapters 7-9 are linked, and tell us the story of a 
king, by the name of Ahaz, who recognized that times were difficult in which 
he lived, with the dark cloud of Assyria looming on the horizon. What should 
he do?  Should he join forces with two northern neighbours against Assyria, or 
side with Assyria itself, with the prospect of even greater uncertainty for the 
future, both for himself, and for the nation of Israel. Here, wisdom was needed 
as never before. And, in order to provide this, Isaiah the prophet encouraged 
Ahaz to trust in the Lord alone, and not in foreign alliances of any kind. At this 
point we may recall that this was at the heart of Solomon’s undoing, when his 
alliances with other nations sealed through marriages to foreign women, 
finally led him away from the Lord. Well, what should Ahaz do?  Isaiah even 
offered this vacillating and weak king a sign from God himself that would 
encourage his trust in God alone. But Ahaz refused any sign from God, on the 
dubious assumption of not putting the Lord to the test. But this was a clear 



indication that Ahaz had already made up his mind for himself, as to what he 
should do, and was therefore not prepared to listen to God through the 
prophet Isaiah.  He was even warned, “If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all” (Isaiah 7:9).  But in spite of Ahaz’s recalcitrance to 
listen to God, God would still give Ahaz a sign, whether he wanted this or not!  
And the sign is found at Isaiah 7:14: “The virgin will be with child, and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel, meaning God with us. No doubt this 
sign was meant to be an initial encouragement for Ahaz, if only he had listened 
to the prophet Isaiah, and put his trust in the Lord, and fear only him. After all, 
wisdom’s motto is, “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of all wisdom. But, as 
it would work out, the presence of this child would paradoxically only serve as 
a sign of judgment for Ahaz, with the coming of the Assyrians both in 732 BC, 
and then later in 722 BC, when northern Israel finally came to an end. This 
growing darkness and ruin also involved the people who placed their trust in 
mediums, and the occult, and not in the Lord and His Word. But this growing 
doom, ruin, and darkness, at the end of Isaiah 8:19-22, then suddenly gives 
way to “no more gloom” at the beginning of Isaiah 9:1-7. It is as if this final 
oracle at Isaiah 9:1-7 now lets in a blazing shaft of blinding light, and as such, 
not only provides the climax  of the whole movement from Isaiah 7:1-9:7, but 
at the same time, represents the final reversal of the situation in Isaiah 7, 
where the Davidic house, represented by Ahaz, was rejected. And because in 
his blindness, stubbornness, and foolishness, the human king had failed, God 
was going to raise up an ideal king in the future, who would embody all the 
characteristics of God Himself. This kind of king would bring true justice and 
righteousness to the nation. And so, the child of the Immanuel prophecy at 
Isaiah 7:14, would now become the child who is God incarnate here in this final 
oracle of Isaiah 9:1-7, providing a frame for this entire section.  Notice then in 
this entire section of Isaiah 7-9, that God’s purposes in history is associated 
(either figuratively or literally) with the birth of children. Truly God’s strength is 
made perfect in weakness!! This is also the way of God’s wisdom, which 
confounds the wisdom of this world, as Paul puts it at 1 Corinthians 1:25. It is 
also another way of saying that a child in God’s hands is more powerful than 
the most powerful nations of the world. Isaiah 9:6 says: “Unto us a child is 
born, and a son is given.” That is the Christmas message. And Jesus himself 
said, that unless we ourselves become as little children (with full trust, total 
dependence, and open sincerity), we shall not enter the kingdom of God (Luke 
18:17).  That is real wisdom, which in our story today, Ahaz failed to learn.  
 
2.  Secondly, Jesus fulfils Isaiah 9:1-7 in a remarkable way (Matthew 1:18-25). 
 
First, with regard to Isaiah 9:1-2, although the peoples’ refusal to trust God 
plunged them into the deepest darkness (Isaiah 8:22), God is unwilling to leave 



them (and us) there, but graciously brings to them (and to us) a great light. 
What a wonderful and reassuring picture this is!! In the first instance, this will 
relate to the land of Zebulun and Naphtali in the far north of Israel’s territory, 
where the Assyrian destruction first began. Can you imagine the restoration of 
places like modern Syria today? It is precisely here, where chaos and darkness 
reign, where people will begin to see a great light! Yes - Even in the very midst 
of our own chaotic lives and world!  And amazingly, according to Matthew 
4:12-17, this is the very place where Jesus, as Immanuel, and light of the world, 
began much of his ministry from his main base in Capernaum, in fulfilment of 
Isaiah 9:1-2!  Next, in verses 3-5, God had shattered the burden of the Assyrian 
yoke over his people in 701 BC, when Sennacherib surrounded Jerusalem, thus 
granting his people an extraordinary and unexpected hope and joy that will 
anticipate still greater times in the future, beginning finally with the birth of a 
child in verses 6-7, whose qualities will far surpass any human ruler. He will 
reign on David’s throne, which was Gabriel’s word to Mary at Luke 1:32 about 
Jesus, yet unlike any Davidic ruler, He would rule with justice and 
righteousness – the very things that our world cries out for today. But very 
rarely sees. 
 
3.  Finally, the coming ruler will be known by four Qualities, which taken 
together, reveal Him  as a Greater than Solomon (Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-5). 
 
This coming ruler will be identified by four outstanding qualities. He will be 
called “Wonderful Counsellor”, “Mighty God”, “Everlasting Father”, “Prince of  
Peace”, and of the greatness of His government and peace, there will be no 
end.  The combination of these four titles, or throne names, in one person, 
represents the totality of this child’s royal powers.  But notice how these titles 
begin. What quality leads the way? The first term, “Wonderful Counsellor” 
represents superior wisdom, and may have led the way here, as a comparison 
and contrast to that of the indecisive, childish, and unwise government of king 
Ahaz, who failed to place his trust in the Lord. Further, this superior wisdom is 
also linked to the exercise of justice and righteousness rarely seen in Israel’s 
kings. The passage at Isaiah 11:1-5 also begins by introducing this Davidic 
Messiah in a fourfold way, first as One on whom the Spirit of the Lord rests, 
seen first of all as the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, followed then by 
the Spirit of counsel and of power, concluding with the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord – and He will delight in the fear of the Lord, and in the light 
of these things, He will not decide matters by what He sees with His eyes, or 
hears with His ears, but with righteousness He will judge the needy, and with 
justice He will make decisions for the poor of the earth. We may notice here 
that Solomon began his reign with the exercise of wisdom in the story of the 
two prostitutes, which really launched his path to fame and success as a king 



without parallel in the ancient near eastern world. But this ability was given to 
Solomon by the Lord Himself, and in contrast, the future king of Isaiah 9:6-7 
would greatly exceed that, because His wisdom is none other than that of  the 
“Mighty God” Himself, where supernatural wisdom would be accompanied by 
the superlative strength needed to implement His counsels. This is then 
followed by “Everlasting Father”, the very attribute of God the Father Himself, 
which Jesus applied to Himself at John 14:9, when He said: “He that has seen 
me, has seen the Father”, in terms of the Father’s character, words, and deeds, 
as One who can be trusted as an enduring, compassionate, provider and 
protector of His people (Isaiah 40:9-11; 63:15-16). Solomon however, through 
his unpopular measures, placed a heavy burden upon his people according 1 
Kings 12:4, which Rehoboam his successor, was not prepared to lift for those 
who lived in the north. This in fact caused the kingdom of Israel to finally split 
into two, with both kingdoms finally experiencing the pain and devastation of 
exile in 722 and 586 BC respectively. Finally, all of these characteristics are 
rounded out with “Prince of Peace”, which includes far more than the absence 
of conflict, but rather speaks of a peace that the world cannot give (John 
14:27), which includes spiritual wholeness and integration, and trust in the 
Lord, as Isaiah 26:3 puts it: “You will keep in perfect peace those who trust in 
you.” Our world has always cried out for peace, especially in countries that are 
torn apart from corruption, power struggles, and unjust wars, as well as 
experience civil unrest.  But peace is the end product of “Mighty Counsellor”, 
for only the wisdom of God can first of all fully understand our situation in life, 
and then work out what is then required to remedy this situation on a 
permanent and complete basis by His mighty power and grace, leading finally 
to His peace which passes all understanding. Is this not what the world 
requires at this time, yet cannot of itself give? 
 
Conclusion:- 
 
When the angels finally announced the arrival of the coming king to the 
Shepherds who were watching over their flocks by night, they no doubt 
reflected the fourfold qualities of the coming king to these Shepherds, and 
praised God saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those 
on whom God’s favour rests.” During this time the Roman world was also 
experiencing what was known as the Pax Romana, or the Roman Peace, 
marked by an external political tranquillity. But the angels proclaimed a far 
deeper, more lasting peace than that – a peace of heart, mind and soul, made 
possible by the coming of a Saviour, Christ Jesus the Lord, who would save His 
people from their sins. And so when the angels proclaimed this peace to 
“those on whom God’s favour rests”, they were really saying that God’s peace 
toward this earth is possible, but it is not assured to all, but only to those who 



have become the recipients of God’s good favour, grace and mercy, through 
the death of His Son upon the Cross of Calvary. For in His great wisdom, God 
well knew that the root cause of all unrest and acts of injustice in this world is 
the issue of sin, which has separated us from God. Therefore, peace is only 
possible for the world, on the basis of being reconciled to God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for our sin upon the Cross of Calvary. And when we 
respond to what God has done for us upon the Cross of Calvary, by accepting 
this through a simple act of faith, we then become “those on whom God ‘s 
favour rests”, and as a result, like Zechariah, within the Temple, after seeing 
and embracing the Saviour, we can then depart in peace. For the truth of the 
matter is, that we can never know the peace of God, until we have made our 
peace with God, through the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, who came into this 
world, to die for our sin. Truly a greater than Solomon is here. May we find his 
wisdom, peace, and blessing at this Christmas time, as our greatest gift of all. 
Amen.  
 
 
 


