
Waiting for God’s Plan 
(1 Samuel 24:1-22) 

 
Introduction:- 
 
It can be difficult to wait for the fulfilment of what we believe God has promised. We also 
experience this same difficulty in life itself, when dreams and wishes are not fulfilled. It is even 
more challenging when it appears that there is an opportunity to take a short-cut. In our 
passage today, it appears that David is presented with such an opportunity, and by all 
appearances, it looks as though God has finally given him the chance to seize power (verse 4). 
With it would come the end to persecution, and David fleeing like a fugitive on the run, with 
the uncertainty of living from pillar to post. David will also make a much better king than Saul, 
protecting and leading his people. And so, what are we waiting for?  Let us now look a little 
closer at this chapter today, in order to see how God would have us live our lives as His 
kingdom children today.   
 

1.  This is the Day that the Lord has made – Or was it?  (verses 1-7) 
 
After Saul had been diverted from pursuing David by pursuing the Philistines, he renewed his 
search for David on the basis of reports that David could now be located along the western 
shore of the Dead Sea at a place called En-Gedi (or the Crags of the Wild Goats). Back in June 
of 1998 I was taken to this site whilst on an archaeological dig on the west bank. I will never 
forget the Jewish guide’s vivid description of this long narrow entrance with steep sides into 
a cave running with refreshing water, where it was believed that David had rested with his 
troops. With three thousand elite soldiers, Saul may have been expected to deal adequately 
with David’s mere six hundred devoted soldiers. But on this occasion it was greatly ironic that 
the only time that Saul came within reach of David, he was totally unaware of it, and became 
extremely vulnerable in the process. When Saul came to this particular location, with sheep 
pens out in front of the cave, he decided that this would be a suitable spot for him to venture 
into the cave all by himself, in order to relieve himself. But this particular cave had other 
surprises in store for Saul, for David and his men were far back in the same cave. Suddenly, 
David’s men saw a wonderful opportunity for David.  While Saul relaxes, David and his men 
carry on a spirited debate about the will of God for David’s life. As Ralph Davis (Looking on 
the Heart, Vol 2, 1994, p. 104) puts it, it is almost as if David’s men began singing a snip of the 
chorus, “This is the day that the Lord hath made – We will be glad and rejoice in it!” Look, 
here is the day that the Lord had spoken of, when he said to you, I will give your enemy into 
your hands for you to deal with as you wish.” (verse 4). There is no record of this particular 
oracle as ever been given, and it is probable that such an oracle was presupposed by David’s 
rugged band, who by now must have known of his anointing as Israel’s future king. Within 
this mix may have also been the understanding that all enemies of a new king were usually 
eliminated, in order to make way for a smooth transition to the throne, as well as the thought 
of the providence of God at work in this current situation. What will David do? What would 
we do, if we were put in David’s shoes? Would we sing the same song with gusto and 
expectation? David’s action then follows when he merely cuts off a corner of Saul’s robe. You 
could probably hear a gasp from David’s soldiers, muttering the words, “Come on David, You 
can do better than that!! But let us look more closely at the significance of this small action 
with the scissors! Saul’s robe is a symbol of his royal authority, and as such, this act may also 
be seen as David’s symbolic claim to the throne, or perhaps it may be seen as a sign that Saul’s 



kingdom is being “cut off” from him, and given to one more worthy, namely David himself.  
Here we may compare the incident at 1 Samuel 15:27-28, where precisely this point is being 
made, after Saul tore the hem of Samuel’s robe (cf. 1 Kings 11:29-32). However, in doing this, 
David was faced with the dilemma of two anointed kings, operating side-by-side, and 
afterward, when thinking about this, he was conscious stricken for having even taken this 
seemingly small and innocuous action. And in order to avoid violence of any kind, David had 
to sharply rebuke or “tear apart” his own men for even suggesting this line of action. For 
David, the end cannot justify the means, and it is the same for us today. For David, the Lord 
had also anointed Saul, and so, the Lord will have to remove him, in his own good time, and 
not before. In the meantime, David even calls Saul “my master” and “the anointed of the 
Lord” (verse 6), and for this reason, he could only be dealt with by the Lord himself.  Perhaps 
at this point, David had also felt that he had exercised an abuse of power, as well as a lack of 
the sacredness and sanctity of the Lord’s holy anointing, and was prepared to confess this 
before the Lord and his men. And so at this point, David demonstrates the most important 
quality that a king needs: a sense of the sacredness of holy office, and not to abuse the power 
that he has. He refused to allow any of his men to take further advantage of Saul’s weak 
position by attacking him, and his restraint even gave Saul the chance to repent.  In this way 
David foreshadows Jesus’ willingness to set aside his privileges for our sake at Philippians 2:5-
8: “Your attitude should be that of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, being in the very nature of God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.” The 
most difficult lesson for us to learn from this incident today is for us to learn to wait for God’s 
plan to come to pass, in God’s good time. Like David’s soldiers, it is so easy for us to begin to 
manufacture “short cuts”, but on this occasion, David was prepared to wait, with the 
realization that there was a far better way of reaching the goal that God had set him as Israel’s 
next king. 
 

2.  Saul’s First Escape – Setting the Record Straight (verses 8-15) 
 
When David followed Saul out of the cave, he wanted to make one point very clear to Saul. 
This would begin with the statement “My Lord the king”, followed by David’s prostration with 
face to the ground, which would send goose-bumps up and down Saul’s spine and psyche. 
What was this all leading to? Well, this is immediately followed by David’s assurance to Saul 
that he poses no threat to Saul, despite rumours to the contrary, and the incident in the cave 
only goes to prove that he did not take advantage of Saul when Saul was most vulnerable. On 
this occasion, David only settled for a piece of Saul’s robe, proving that he had no evil designs. 
Did the bottom drop out of Saul’s stomach when David held up that piece of his robe? Yes, 
Saul, look more closely at the piece of your robe in my hand, and consider your verdict!! 
David’s respect for Saul is further evidenced by calling him “father” (verse 11), and although 
David may have manipulated Saul, there is no question of David being guilty of any 
wrongdoing or rebellion, and yet David accuses Saul of hunting him down like a fugitive in 
order to take his life. Finally, in verses 12 to 15, David’s solution to this situation is worthy of 
attention. David does not seek his security in any change of heart in Saul, for as Jeremiah 17:9 
later reminds us, the heart is deceitfully wicked above all things, nor does David trust in any 
fresh promise from Saul. Rather, he rests his case upon the Lord, the Judge of all the earth, 
with the confidence that the Lord will judge fairly between Saul and David, and will vindicate 
David by delivering him from the hand of Saul. David bolsters his argument by saying that only 
evil people do evil things, and so his hand will not touch Saul. And so it was ridiculous for Saul 



as the king of Israel to even bother about a flea on a dog’s carcass, which reveals how 
unimportant David portrayed himself to be. The point is that David trusted God to deal with 
Saul, and to deliver himself from any danger. Today we live in a culture, where people would 
rather seek the path of human wisdom in its many different forms, than rest their case with 
the Judge of all the Earth.  Can we, like David, trust God to bring about the best solutions for 
our lives. 
 

3.  And the winner is – David!!  (verses 16-22) 
 
In this final section, Saul now has his opportunity to reply to David. Saul begins by validating 
their father/son relationship. At this, Saul wept aloud, and then began with the confession 
“You are more righteous than I”, echoing Judah’s comment about his daughter-in-law back at 
Genesis 38:26. This was another way of saying, that if God were to judge between them right 
now, as David had previously requested, the judgment would be given to David! No doubt 
Saul’s response of weeping aloud would also be a way of acknowledging David’s 
righteousness, as well as reflect the truth of his own guilt and rejection by God back at 1 
Samuel 13 and 15. Interestingly, in the first section of verses 17-19, Saul uses the term “good” 
four times, although this cannot be easily seen in English translations. David has treated Saul 
with goodness, but this has not been reciprocated by Saul. Therefore, Saul finally leaves David 
with a blessing, that the Lord would reward David with good/goodness (verse 19).  Then for 
the first time in verse 20, Saul openly acknowledges that he is well aware that David will be 
king (reflected back at 1 Samuel 23:17), and that the kingdom of Israel will be established. But 
Saul parts on a note of self-preservation, asking as Jonathan  did earlier at 1 Samuel 20:14-15, 
that Saul’s name and surviving family would not be eliminated when David comes to the 
throne. David honoured this promise to Jonathan, when he later showed “kindness” to 
Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son, after Jonathan dies (2 Samuel 9:1-8). This not only showed 
David as a man of his word, but as a man who demonstrated the kindness of God finally 
revealed in Jesus Christ, who invites us to his table, even though like Mephibosheth, we are 
lame on both feet. But from Saul’s perspective, perhaps this may be seen as a last ditch 
attempt by Saul to hang on to the throne. Perhaps he cannot stand aside, and let go of what 
he wants, though in the end his grasping will destroy him. On this basis, his story may be seen 
as the fate of humanity seizing the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:6), and taking what God did not 
give, or here, what he has taken away. The story ends in verse 22 with a separation, with Saul 
returning to Gibeah, and David staying in the wilderness, within his own stronghold, as a 
frame to this passage, perhaps meaning that David does not fully trust Saul, and therefore 
remains in hiding, until God’s perfect timing arrives for all to be fulfilled. 
 

Conclusion:-  

 
This story from beginning to end is all about waiting for God’s Plan to be revealed. Often we 
find this a difficult thing to do, and sometimes we are tempted like David’s soldiers to consider 
the possibility of a short-cut. But David in this story finally found the secret by placing his 
destiny into the hands of God.  By doing this, David was confident that in God’s good timing, 
all would be revealed. Proverbs 3:5-6 says: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and He will direct your paths.” 
Lord, teach us to know when to move and when to wait. Help us to trust your will and timing.    
Amen.  


