
World Communion Sunday 
(Ephesians 2:11-22) 

Introduction:- 
 
Many years ago, a pastor named Hugh Thompson Kerr decided that one Sunday a year, his 
congregation would have a special worship service dedicated to celebrating their unity in 
Christ with other Christians around the world. He called it World Communion Sunday. Over 
time, other churches have learned about his idea and decided that they would do it too. It 
spread far and wide, and now many churches of different types all over the world celebrate 
World Communion Sunday like we are today. And so as we come together to remember 
and celebrate “world communion” Sunday, we do so in order to celebrate the world-wide 
unity and communion of Christ’s Church wherever Christ’s people meet as his visible church 
on earth.  In this sense, despite differences in geography, place, race or colour, we 
acknowledge our unity in Christ, in the midst of world-wide diversity and place. As God’s 
people world-wide, this is worth celebrating! 
 

History:- 
 
Where did this all begin?  Throughout Christ’s ministry on earth, our Lord began to practice 
what we may call “table fellowship”, a favourite theme of Luke and Matthew’s  Gospels, 
amongst all kinds of people, as a pointer both of the acceptance and inclusion of all kinds 
of people in God’s saving purposes and love, as well as a pointer to the future and greater 
“marriage supper of the lamb” around the Lord’s throne in heaven, at Revelation 19:6-9. 
Even the feeding of the four and five thousand people, were also pointers to the inclusion 
of both Jews and Gentiles in God’s love and purposes, which also pointed to the Lord’s 
Supper itself, when Jesus “broke” bread in the same manner, signifying his saving death for 
all upon the cross of Calvary.  And finally for weary and disappointed travellers on the road 
and journey of life, Luke’s Gospel records the story of the two travellers on the road to 
Emmaus at Luke 24:13-35, when at the end of the day, the resurrected Jesus was made fully 
known to them only through the breaking of bread, which serves to encourage the church 
worldwide, that wherever we might be today, even in the most difficult and remote of 
circumstances and places, that the risen Christ is made fully known to us through the 
breaking and sharing of bread around the Lord’s Table. 
 
Finally, the event that makes our worldwide communion and unity possible, as a church, is 
the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost at Acts 2. Up until this point, Jesus’ disciples and 
followers were like individual stalks of wheat before the Lord. Each had their own agendas, 
and individualistic ways, even with the two on the road to Emmaus. But concerning the 
Festival of Pentecost, or Weeks, whose background is found at Leviticus 23:15-22, God was 
in effect saying, “I want you to take the first-fruits of some of the wheat just harvested, 
then grind it into the finest of flour, from which you will make two loaves of bread, also 
containing yeast. These must then be waved before the Lord, as an offering of first-fruits to 
him.”  Therefore, when the Spirit came at Pentecost, some fifty days after Passover, to 
which it was therefore linked, the two loaves of bread most likely represented the inclusion 
and joining together of both Jews and Gentiles as the first-fruits of God’s church on earth.  
Therefore, in this act, the two loaves really became one body, not necessarily perfect in 



every way, as the presence of the yeast would suggest, but nevertheless, a unified body 
who by the power of God’s Spirit would enable the church to both be and do the Will of 
God in taking the message of Christ’s saving death and resurrection to the ends of the earth, 
as witnessed at Acts 1:8, which governs the book of Acts.   
 
In the meantime, according to Acts 2:42-47, the early church grew together, as they devoted 
themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, the breaking of bread, and to 
prayer… They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people.  Communion connects us together, 
no matter where we are. It brings us together as family, even though we may speak 
different languages, follow different traditions, have different talents, or see the world in 
different ways. May we do this today, as a way of symbolizing our connection and unity 
with the body of Christ both local and world-wide. And in doing so, may the living Christ 
make himself real to us, as he did for the two on the road to Emmaus, at the end of their 
day.    Amen.  
 

Images on Table:- 
 
Dove – Holy Spirit 
 
Creator God, thank you for your Spirit which sustains our world, and creates our church and 
its mission.  Thank you for the beauty of the church with all its denominations and 
differences, with people of every colour, nation, and culture. 
 

Bowl – Compassion 
 
Holy Spirit, we thank you for the beauty of compassion, which moves us to action when we 
see our brothers and sisters in need, whether they be next door, or on the other side of the 
globe.  Today we pray for those we know and those around the world who are hungry or 
afraid.  
 

Bread and Wine – Body and Blood of Christ 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for the symbols of the Bread and Wine which feeds our souls. Thank 
you for uniting us with other Christians to be your hands and feet in the world as one bread, 
and one body. 
 

Cross – Symbol of Salvation 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for the beauty and power of the cross, which draws all people to 
yourself, with saving power and love. It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, who joins 
us together as a community of broken but hopeful believers – loving what he loved – living 
what he taught, and striving to be his faithful servants in our time and place. 
 


