
The Book of Revelation 
Putting it all Together 

 
The Book of Revelation was most probably written toward the end of the first 
century AD, when the emperor Domitian was commencing his persecution of 
the church.  This is why John found himself exiled to the Island of Patmos for 
this very reason. Further, Domitian was more insistent on pressing his claims to 
divinity than any of his predecessors. His favourite title was “Our Lord and 
God.” But no Christian who acknowledged Jesus as Lord and God could 
possibly assent to such an acknowledgment of the emperor. In this situation 
John was given to see the principles at work and their result in an anti-Christ 
who would proclaim war on the only group in the world that would resist him 
to the death. The end, however, was to be the victory of the Christ of God over 
this Satanic imitation, and the kingdom of this world becoming the kingdom of 
our Lord and of His Christ at 11:15. It is in this setting that the various symbols 
and the parabolic visions found in the Book yield their meaning, and by which 
their message is grasped. Further, the sum of its various details and parts, as 
interesting as they might appear be by themselves, for example, the 1,000 year 
captivity of Satan and the reign of the Martyr’s during that period, at 20:1-10, 
are meant to be read in light of the whole, and not the other way around, as 
many would want to interpret this passage today. It is the overall big picture 
and impression that John wishes to convey to his readers and listeners, and so 
this is a very important interpretive principle for understanding this book. 
Finally, the purpose of the Book could be summed as being “a trumpet call to 
faith”, written to strengthen the faith and courage of John’s fellow believers in 
Christ, in order to strengthen them for battle against the anti-Christian forces 
of the world, and to help them bear witness to the One True Lord and Saviour 
of the world.  And if they remained true and loyal to Jesus Christ, even unto 
death, they would be granted access to the Tree of Life, and would be granted 
entrance into the City of God, where they would also reign with Christ forever-
more (22:5, 14). Thus the over-arching message of this book is really about the 
tale of two cities – the city of this world, the great Babylon, whose future is 
only judgment and death, and the city of God, whose future is eternal reward 
and life, for those who have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
In order to present this message, the Book of Revelation uses three different 
literary genres, or writing styles, in order to make its message clear. The first 
word in the Book is “revelation”, found in the opening verse at 1:1.  The Book 
therefore is the “revelation” of Jesus Christ (meaning both from Jesus Christ, 
and about Jesus Christ) which God gave to Him, to show his servants what 



must “soon take place.” In other words, all that is presented in this book was 
virtually knocking at the doors, and for this reason, would command the 
interest and attention of John’s original recipients of this book. Further, this 
sense of immediacy and nearness is maintained right throughout the book, to 
the very end. This revelation was also achieved through the intermediary of an 
angel, and seeks to unveil or make clear truth that was formerly hidden from 
human eyes, from which we get the word “Apocalypse.” In this respect, it also 
utilizes symbolic language, numbers and figures, in order to achieve this end, 
such as the symbolic use of numbers like three, seven, and twelve; as well as 
use and reinterpret former prophetic passages from the Old Testament, as 
having relevance for the present, notably from books like Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah, just to name a few.  Secondly, the Book of 
Revelation calls itself a “prophecy.” This is made known in 1:3.  Blessed is the 
one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it, 
and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John therefore 
considered himself among the prophets, and his book a prophecy. In the Old 
Testament, according to Jeremiah 23:18, a prophet was one who stood in the 
council of God, in order to see or hear a word from God Himself, and then to 
go forth and proclaim this word only, to the intended recipients. And in the 
book of Revelation, much was revealed to John, through God’s Spirit and 
Vision. Further, in the Old Testament, the prophet could be understood as one 
who either tells forth God’s word, addressing a particular situation with a 
relevant and particular word for that situation; or the prophet could be 
understood as a fore-teller of God’s word, addressing or predicting a future 
event or outcome. Often in the Old Testament prophets, both these aspects 
could be seen as working side by side.  And in Revelation, both present and 
future aspects can also be seen at work.  Also, the fact that John is prepared to 
take up, use, and reinterpret Old Testament prophecies in his visions, further 
strengthens his claim to stand in the prophetic tradition. Finally, the entire 
book is a prophecy, further attested at 22:7 (= “Blessed is he who keeps the 
words of this prophecy”), and at 22:18-19, for its entire visions and words 
come from God, and therefore cannot be added to, or taken away from. 
Thirdly, and finally, John’s work can be understood as pre-eminently a letter, 
which utilizes both the Apocalyptic and Prophetic genres of speech. For 
immediately following 1:1-3, John commences his book in verse 4 with a 
typical greeting used in New Testament Letters when he says:  John, to the 
Seven churches in the province of Asia, Grace and peace to you from Him who 
is, and who was, and who is to come … Then in chapters 2-3 the Seven 
Churches are addressed in order, by the Risen Christ, calling for appropriate 
responses in each to follow, and then at the very end of the Book at 22:16, we 



are reminded afresh that the thrust of this Book has always been about John’s 
letter to the Seven Churches, when Jesus says here:- “I,  Jesus, have sent my 
angel to give you this testimony (that is, everything recorded in the book), for 
the churches. Then the book concludes with the prayer of grace at verse 21, 
typical also of New Testament letters: “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
God’s people.” Amen.  
 
And so, Apocalyptic, Prophecy, and Letter, help us to understand more fully, 
this amazing and wonderful Word addressed to God’s people for all time 
throughout the history of the church. 
 
Now, what about the book’s overall structure and meaning?  How might we 
begin to plot and discover the book’s movement and message from beginning 
to end?  First, it begins with a prologue at 1:1-8, much in the same way that 
the gospel of John begins with a grand prologue at John 1:1-18. But the point 
of John’s prologue here in the book of Revelation, is to introduce the revelation 
which God gave Jesus Christ, about what must soon take place. This is then 
followed in 1:9-20 by a vision of Jesus as the Son of Man, as the One who is the 
First and the Last, and is coming again. This idea frames the entire book. John 
is then commissioned to write on a scroll what he sees now, and what will take 
place later, best understood as meaning the entire book of Revelation, and not 
as referring to stages in the writing of the book.  Then the book is to be 
delivered to the Seven Churches of the Roman province of Asia Minor. Thus 
from the very beginning, the entire book of Revelation is best understood as a 
letter written to the Seven Churches, as a prophecy, written in the form of 
apocalyptic, as coming from God, which is  meant to be a blessing to the 
church of all time, in all places. Then in the letters to the seven churches which 
follow in chapters 2-3,  Jesus has intimate knowledge about the strengths and 
weaknesses of each church (Note: And not about individuals), but desires that 
each church should grow and “overcome” in the areas of their weaknesses. To 
such are then granted promises, appropriate and relevant to their particular 
weakness and problems. But Jesus always begins His analysis of each church 
with a word of praise and encouragement for the good things that He sees in 
us, before moving on to our weaknesses. Then in chapters 4-5, a turning point 
occurs, where John is invited to make a transition from earth to Heaven with 
the words “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”  
These two chapters then focus a Throne Room scene in Heaven, where a vision 
of God and of the Slain Lamb is recorded, which not only provides the key to 
understanding Revelation, but forms the basis of its structure as well, 
inasmuch as it indicates the process of events which lead beyond this to the 



final kingdom of God being established in chapters 6-19.  But at this point, 
Jesus as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and as the root of David, with all power 
and insight, has triumphed through His cross and resurrection, and because of 
this, is alone “worthy” to open the scroll and its seven seals at 5:9, in order to 
execute God’s plan of judgment and redemption, symbolized by this sealed 
scroll. This then leads to three sets of judgments, first presented in 6:1-8:5 as 
the opening of the seven seals of God’s book of destiny, including the sealing 
and protection of the complete number of God’s people as 144,000; followed 
then by seven trumpets in 8:6-11:19; which proclaim partial judgments on 
earth, sea, and sky, and includes John’s renewed symbolic commission to 
preach God’s Word to many nations, as well as tell of the protection of God’s 
people, and the vindication of God’s two witnesses, representing the church 
during its period of its witness and persecution; concluding with seven cups of 
wrath in 15:1-16:21, which parallel those of the seven Trumpets, possibly 
recalling the ancient plagues on Egypt, with the further difference that this 
final series of judgments totally destroys those who conspire against God with 
the Dragon, Beast, and False prophet. The thing to also remember about this 
threefold series of judgments is that they tend to repeat and interpret each 
other with greater intensity as they move toward the end with the final series. 
Therefore, they are not be viewed as occurring successively, but as basically 
three presentations of one period of judgment, since the last member of each 
series leads to the end of history. Further, they are God’s judgments on the 
people who had the mark of the beast, and worshipped his image. These are 
they who also shed the blood of God’s followers, and so these judgments are 
also seen as a fulfilment of the martyr’s cries for justice from under the altar at 
6:9-11, as well as God’s just judgments on those who oppose God’s kingdom. 
Finally, the sixth and seventh cups of wrath at 16:12-21 also anticipate the end 
of the Dragon, beast, and false prophet, as well as the end of the great city of 
Babylon, or Rome, which will finally occur in the opposite order to which they 
are presented here, at 17:1-20:10. In the meantime, between the seven 
Trumpets, and the Seven Cups of Wrath, at 12:1-14:20, John has inserted a 
further three chapters, as an Interlude, which serve the purpose of taking us 
behind the scenes of the physical world, in order to see the reality of the 
spiritual world behind it, which really provided the key to all that was going on 
in John’s time, and in the time to follow, thus justifying the present series of 
judgments. These chapters begin by describing Satan’s conflict with the coming 
of Christ into the world, as well as his war in Heaven with Michael and his 
angels, followed by his defeat, and his persecution of the church on earth, 
through the introduction of the Beast and False Prophet, as a trinity of evil, 
opposed to God’s kingdom. Those who followed the Beast and the False 



Prophet received the mark of the Beast, as opposed to the 144,000 faithful to 
God, who had the name of the Lamb and His Father written on their foreheads. 
But those who had the mark of the Beast, would drink of the wine of God’s 
fury and wrath. Finally, even Babylon’s fall itself is first flagged at 14:8, which 
was responsible for making the nations drink the wine of her Godless ways. 
And so these chapters provide the “behind the scenes reason” and key for all 
that is currently taking place in history, in terms of the judgments and narrative 
of the book. For this reason, chapters 12-14 can justifiably be called “reading 
instructions” for the entire Book. Finally, the importance of chapters 12-14 is 
that they give us a vital theological and historical interpretation of history, that 
takes us from the first coming of Jesus Christ into the world, until Christ’s 
second coming, when there will be a final harvesting of the righteous and the 
unrighteous, leading to the time of judgment. Finally, in reverse order to their 
presentation at 16:12-21, the Great Babylon or Harlot Rome is the first to be 
judged at 17:1-19:10, and ironically brought to an end by the Beast and the 
kings of the earth, by the will of God. Here evil is destroyed by evil, and reaps 
its own harvest. But God is in control of all things. The section concludes with 
the contrasting note of the rejoicing of the righteous over Babylon’s 
destruction and end, leading to the fourth blessing of the book: “Blessed are 
those who are invited to the Wedding Supper of the Lamb.”  Then the book of 
Revelation concludes at 19:11-22:21, beginning with Heaven standing open at 
19:11, recalling 4:1 at the beginning of this long section, but now introduced 
with a victorious Warrior King on a white horse, called “Faithful and True”, but 
his victory is not through battle or by sword, but by the Word of God.  Then the 
Beast and the False Prophet were defeated and thrown into the lake of 
burning fire, and the others were defeated by the Word of God, and kings of 
the earth became fare for the birds of the air, at the Great Supper of God, in 
stark contrast to the Wedding Supper of the Lamb at 19:1-10. This is then 
followed in 20:1-10 by Satan’s 1,000 year captivity, followed by his short 
release, witnessing at the same time, the 1,000 year reign of the Martyrs, for 
their faithful witness unto death. Many different end-time schemes and time-
tables have been constructed on the basis of these brief 10 verses!! But this 
passage is probably best understood as a replay of history, from the first 
coming of Jesus Christ, until His second coming, described with even greater 
symbolism and intensity. And here the martyrs’ resurrection to life is called the 
first resurrection, and as such, they merit the fifth blessing in the book at 20:6 
(cf. 6:9-11), as recognition for their true and faithful witness even unto death, 
following in the steps of their Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. For them, as for all 
faithful followers of Christ, who follow in their steps, the second death will 
have no power over them. But when did this 1,000 year reign of the martyrs 



begin? A vital clue is provided at 6:9-11, where the martyrs are already dressed 
in white and thereby reigning victoriously with their risen Lord, until their full 
number is made up. And so on this basis, we are not talking about some future 
event yet to come. This may then suggest that the 1,000 year period 
mentioned here, is also being used in a symbolic way, as a form of recognition 
of the Martyr’s perfect service, reward and rest, symbolized by the perfect 
cube of 1,000 years (10 x 10 x10), much in the same way that the eternal city 
of God, where all followers of Christ will eventually find their eternal rest, is 
also a perfect cube of 12, symbolizing the complete church of God’s people at 
home in God’s holy presence. Finally, the cube of 10 with regard to the one 
thousand years may also symbolize the 10 commandments, for the Martyrs at 
12:17 and 14:12 are described as those who have kept God’s commandments, 
and have held fast to the Testimony of Jesus, even unto death. Therefore, what 
a more fitting way to honour the martyrs of the faith, than to bestow on them 
the supreme symbol of their faith in terms a reign of 1,000 years with Christ, 
the perfect cube of 10, whilst the Dragon does time in solitary confinement, 
followed by his end in the lake of fire at 20:7-10.  And so finally, after this 
period of 1,000 years is completed, Satan suffers the same fate as his allies 
back at 19:19-21, presumably with reference to the same end-time battle as 
the Beast and False prophet mentioned there, only Satan meets his end as 
specifically coming against the “camp” of God’s people, the city He loves at 
20:9, which probably means God’s oppressed pilgrim community of believers, 
who will one day inherit the city of God itself (3:12; 11:2). This is then followed 
by the Great White Throne judgment at 20:11-15, which according to Matthew 
25:31-46, also accompanies the event of Christ’s second coming, where both 
the great and small alike will be judged from two separate books, on the basis 
of what people have done in this life. Then death and Hades itself are thrown 
into the lake of fire, as well as those whose names were not found written in 
the Book of Life. Then chapters 21-22 conclude with a New Heaven and a New 
Earth, with the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of Heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride for her husband. But this new city is also a New 
Eden, a perfect cube without a Temple, patterned on the Holy of Holies within 
the Temple, thus symbolizing the presence of God with His people. A river also 
flowed from the Throne, and the Tree of Life is also pictured as growing either 
side of the river, bearing 12 crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. In this 
city they need no light, for the Lord God will give them light, and in this city 
there will be no curse, for God will wipe away every tear from the eyes. There 
will be no more death, or mourning, or crying, or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away. And finally entrance into the city is sealed by the 
seventh and final blessing of the book at 22:14: “Blessed are those who wash 



their robes in the blood of the Lamb, that they may have the right to the Tree 
of Life, and may go through the gates into the city”, whose 12 gates, opened 
day and night, represent the 12 Tribes of Israel, and whose 12 foundations of 
the wall, were inscribed with the names of the 12 apostles of the Lord.  In this 
way, the Israel of old is fulfilled in the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, in 
this last chapter, Jesus repeats three times that He is coming again, and the 
book concludes with a word of grace at 22:21 – “The grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with God’s people.”  Amen.  This final benediction reminds us that Revelation 
is a letter, and that its lessons are to be personally appropriated. It is only by 
the grace of Jesus Christ, that we are given the blessing of this letter, and it is 
only by the grace of Jesus can we understand and obey the words that are 
written in this book; and it is only by the grace of the Lord Jesus that victory 
can be gained, which will receive the reward of this book.  May we open our 
lives continually to it, and by doing so, add our own Amen to it, as people 
saved by grace, and kept by God’s grace forevermore. Amen. 


