
The City and Glory of God – Paradise Restored 
(Revelation 21:9-22:21) 

Introduction:- 
 
Each year I look forward to the fireworks displays held in each of the major 
capital cities of Australia, in order to welcome in the New Year. But I 
particularly like the sheer splendour, colour, variety, and magnificence, of the 
display held in Sydney, featuring the Harbour Bridge and it’s beautiful Harbour, 
including its boats that provide majestic silhouettes of ghostly colour as they 
glide gracefully up and down the Harbour. Often a city’s magnificence and 
beauty can be fully appreciated by its lights at night. And as we come to the 
end of the Book of Revelation, John is taken away to a very high mountain, in 
order to see something of the beauty and magnificence of the glory of God, 
displayed in the City of the New Jerusalem, as part of God’s New Creation, 
coming down out of Heaven from God. Further, like the New Year fireworks I 
have referred to, it shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that 
of pure gold, made up of many different kinds of precious stones of all colours, 
with gates of pearls, and streets of gold.  And finally, we read that the nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendour into it. 
What a fireworks and end-time display from God, which on this occasion, not 
only speaks of heralding a New Year, or doing a New Thing, as 21:5, puts it; but 
the bringing about of a New Heavens and New Earth, which at the centre 
stands a New Eden, or Garden City, the New Jerusalem of God, in which 
holiness and righteousness dwells. Let us now examine a little more closely the 
message of these final chapters in Revelation. After all, we need to be more 
prepared for city living, for this is where the book of Revelation finally takes us 
on our spiritual pilgrimage and journey, from this world unto the next. 
 
1.  First, we are introduced to the New Jerusalem, the dwelling place of God 
(Revelation 21:9-27). 
 
By introducing this section in verse 9 with one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, with the words, “Come, I will show 
you the bride, the wife of the lamb” – a clear connection and contrast is being 
made with 17:1, where also one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 
came to me and said, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great 
prostitute who sits by many waters.” Thus from the outset of this passage, 
John’s vision of Jerusalem as the bride of the Lamb, is deliberately being 
contrasted with Babylon or Rome the great prostitute, further underlining at 
the same time, the story of Revelation as being the tale of two cities. And by 
making this contrast, John’s readers and listeners are being challenged to make 
a choice between living in the city of this world, with its corrupting and anti-



God influence or living in the city of God. Then a further contrast is made when 
John is taken to a very high mountain, reflecting Ezekiel 40:2, in order to see 
the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of Heaven from God. But 
in 17:3, he finds himself in a Wilderness setting, which speaks of deprivation 
and hardship, when he views the Harlot sitting on a Beast with blasphemous 
names.  And so, from the outset, the passage before us presents God’s holy 
City as more desirable and attractive to live in.  Further, in the descent of this 
city from God, Heaven comes to earth in the kingdom of God! But what 
specific things can we also say about this city?  The first thing mentioned in 
verse 11 is that it shines in all its splendour with the glory or radiant presence 
of God Himself, recalling John’s initial Throne Room vision at 4:1-6. Then in 
verse 12 the city had a great high wall with 12 gates, with 12 angels at the 
gates, thus serving the dual purpose of keeping out those who had no part in 
the city (21:27; 22:14-15), and of providing eternal security for those inside. Its 
12 gates are inscribed with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel, alluding to 
Ezekiel 48:30-34, just as the wall’s 12 foundations are inscribed with the 12 
names of the apostles of the Lamb. In this way, the unity of the people of the 
Old and New covenants is seen, and together they form the Israel of God, now 
expanded to embrace all nations in Christ, both believing Jews and Gentiles, in 
the new Israel of God (Galatians 3:26-29). And so with this picture, it is not a 
case of the New Testament church replacing Judaism, but is rather a case of 
one (Israel) finding its fulfilment in the other (the New Testament Church).  
Then like the Temple back at 11:1, here the angel measures the city, its gates 
and walls, signifying God’s guaranteed presence and protection of the New 
Jerusalem. Significantly, the New City turns out to be a perfect cube, in 
multiples of 12 stadia, recalling the symbolic number of the redeemed at 14:1-
5, as 144,000, also involving multiples of 12 x 12 x 100. But its cube 
measurement also resembles the Most Holy Place of the Temple at 1 Kings 
6:20, indicating that the entire city is a sanctuary where the Most High dwells.  
The wall was also 144 cubits high, again as a multiple of 12, thus signifying its 
perfect protection of the people of God. Further symbolism is present in the 
description of the materials of the city, notably the list of jewels that decorate 
the foundations, which appear to be identical with the jewels inscribed with 
the names of the 12 tribes of Israel, on the High Priest’s breastplate (Exodus 
28:15-21).  And so Heaven gleams with the brightest, shiniest, most colourful 
things of John’s ancient world. Heaven sparkles with crystal, gold, glass, 
sapphire, jasper, and pearl, beautiful beyond imagining. Mere words fail. All is 
light and beauty. God is unbearable, glorious light. God’s presence banishes 
night, and its terrors, and makes all other light irrelevant, but this does not 
necessarily mean that the Sun and Moon cease to exist as Heavenly bodies 
(Isaiah 60:19-20). Then verses 24-27 recalls the substance of Isaiah 60:3-11, 
with regard to the nations walking in the light of the city, and the kings of the 



earth bringing their splendour into it, also fulfilling 15:4. Soon after Jesus was 
born, Magi came from the East, bearing treasures fit for a king, as they came to 
worship Jesus (Matthew 2:1-2). This may have been the beginning of the 
fulfilment of Isaiah’s and John’s words here. Further, the city’s gates will never 
be shut, signifying unending security, and the unending welcome of the 
nations. However, those who do come must finally meet the requirements of 
verse 27. Nothing impure, shameful, or deceitful, may enter the city, but only 
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  
 
2. Secondly, we observe Paradise Restored (Revelation 22:1-5). 
 
John concludes his vision of the glorious New Jerusalem by using imagery 
taken from Genesis 2-3, thus envisioning the new city as the Garden of Eden 
restored. Thus the city is provided with much needed gardens and green 
spaces for wholesome living. Originally, the Garden of Eden had a river 
(Genesis 2:10), as well as the Tree of Life (Genesis 2:9; 3:22).  But John has also 
combined elements from Ezekiel 47:1, where a river now flows from the 
Throne of God and the Lamb, satisfying and sustaining believers forever. 
Further, the Tree of Life is now viewed collectively, standing each side of the 
river, bearing 12 crops of fruit in a given year, or one crop each month, thus 
aligning with the symbolism of the people of God who dwell within the city, as 
well as the 12 cube dimensions of the Heavenly City itself, including its walls. 
The food of eternal life from the Tree of Life recalls the promise made to those 
at Ephesus back at 2:7, if they recaptured their “first love”, which most 
probably relates to both their love for Jesus, as well as their love for each 
other. The abundant fruit of these trees would also indicate that the original 
curse placed upon the ground within the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:14-19) had 
now been lifted, citing Zechariah 4:11. In the New Jerusalem, the effects of 
that curse are completely overcome. In addition, the promise of Ezekiel 47:12 
would now be seen as being fulfilled, as the leaves of the Tree also provide for 
the healing of the nations, including spiritual and physical restoration. The 
presence of the Throne of God and the Lamb will also mean that His servants 
will serve Him. And unlike Moses at Exodus 33:20, God’s people, free from sin, 
will finally be able to behold God’s face (Matthew 5:8), for His name will be 
upon their foreheads. There will be no more night, for the glorious “light” of 
God’s presence will give them light, and they shall reign forever and ever, as 
the final fulfilment of 3:21, in which Jesus promised those at Laodicea, to the 
One who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my Throne, just as I 
was victorious, and sat down with my Father on His Throne. If we share Jesus’ 
cross in this life, we will reign with Him forever, in His coming kingdom. What a 
fitting end to this Book, which also takes in the first and last promises to the 
churches at Ephesus and Laodicea. Thus we can see how the messages to the 



seven churches back in chapters 2-3, have their ultimate fulfilment in the New 
City of God. What a wonderful encouragement this must have for these 
churches, as they heard and received the full story of this Book. And what a 
blessing it is also for us, as we have also heard this full story revealed! 
 
3. Thirdly, and finally, we conclude with an Epilogue and Final Blessing 
(Revelation 22:6-21). 
  
This last section of the Book of Revelation gives us a good reason for holding 
onto the words of this entire Book, as both Apocalyptic, Prophecy, and Letter, 
because its words are trustworthy and true, as coming from the Lord God who 
inspires the prophets, and sent His angel to show His servants the things that 
must soon take place.  Three times within this last section, for emphasis, Jesus 
says, “I am coming soon” (verses 7, 12, 20 ).  Further, John is told at verse 10   
not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, making them a closed Book 
until some future time of further and higher revelation, and fulfilment, 
because Jesus Himself climatically fulfils all Old Testament prophecies, 
previously sealed until the end, such as we find in Books like Daniel 8:26; 12:4; 
12:9. In fact, the further reason offered for not making this Book a closed and 
secret Book, as some might have been tempted to do, is that the time of Jesus’ 
Second Coming is nearer than we think.  But in spite of this point, people will 
continue to either pursue their own lifestyles, or seek to follow Jesus by 
making His Will the priority of their lives. But let it be known, that Jesus is the 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, and therefore as such, He holds 
the key to life and death, and the key to eternal life. And for that reason, we 
reject Him at our peril. Then verse 14 gives us the Book’s seventh and final 
blessing. And what a final blessing this is: “Blessed are those who wash their 
robes, in the blood of the Lamb, that they might have the right to the Tree of 
Life, and may go through the Gates into the eternal city. But outside of the city 
are those who choose to remain outside through their ungodly behaviour. 
Then the Book finally concludes: “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this 
testimony for the churches. I am the root and the Offspring of David, and the 
bright morning star.”  The Spirit and the Bride say “come!”  And let the one 
who hears say “come!”  Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who 
wishes, take the free gift of the water of life. Then a final warning follows 
about the danger of either adding or taking away from the words of this Book, 
which may lead to false teaching and idolatry among God’s people. Should that 
happen, God will add to that person the plagues of this Book, and also take 
away from that person any share in the Tree of Life, and in the Holy City, which 
are described in this Book.  Finally, He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I 
am coming soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. In Aramaic - Maranatha – “Come, 
O Lord” (1 Corinthians 16:22).  In this respect, Richard Foster (Prayer, 1992, 



p.1) also reminds us: “Today the heart of God is an opened wound. He aches 
over our distance and preoccupation. He mourns that we do not draw near to 
Him. He grieves that we have forgotten Him. He weeps over our obsession 
with muchness and manyness.  He longs for our presence.”  
 
Conclusion:- 
 
John finally concludes in verse 21 with a closing prayer typical of New 
Testament Letters. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. In 
this way John expresses his desire that God’s grace would enable the church to 
both understand and obey Revelation’s message. And it is only by the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, that victory can be gained, which will receive the reward 
portrayed in the Book. May that be our blessing as well, and may the bright 
morning star of Jesus’ life and presence, arise afresh in our hearts, and take us 
to God’s eternal city.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


