
The Hint of a Gathering Storm 

(1 Samuel 13:1-22) 

 

Introduction:- 

 

In life, we often say that God's timing is always right in all things, but at the same 

time we also know what it means to lack patience, especially when things around us 

do not appear to be working out as quickly as we would like. We then become people 

of action, in order to hurry things along a bit. In Biblical terms, we say that the 

wheels of the Will of God are moving far too slowly, and so we decide to jump in, and 

take things into our own hands, in order to speed things up a bit. Does this scenario 

sound all too familiar? Well, the Bible is full of examples that match this scenario 

about life, and it just so happens to be Saul's story in our passage today. But when we 

do jump in, and decide to take things into our own hands, then further consequences 

always follow, which often do not bring the immediate blessings that we thought 

would happen. And in our story today, Saul becomes a victim of this situation, with 

tragic consequences, even though things began to look promising for him after his 

first defeat of the Ammonites in 1 Samuel 11. But now the question of the Philistines 

would begin to take Saul down another path, that would prove to be his ultimate 

undoing as the first king of Israel.  Let us now begin to look at this chapter more 

closely, in order to discover its application for us today. 

 

1.  First we begin to discover a Hint of Trouble within a False Press Release 

(verses 1-7).  

 

In this section, Saul formally begins his forty year reign, according to Acts 13:21, 

with a standing army of three thousand men, divided into two sections. But it is 

Jonathan, who becomes the instigator of Israel's initial success, by attacking the 

Philistine garrison near Gibeah in Benjamin. But why didn't Saul as king take the 

initiative? Of course the press release of this incident in verse 4 gave Saul the credit 

for this feat, but every Israelite knew the ultimate truth about this matter. And so the 

question is raised at this point, does Jonathan's initiative and success against the 

Philistines, point to some deficiency with the expectations of kingship going back to 1 

Samuel 8:20, and with  Saul in particular? Only chapter 14 can finally answer this 

question. In the meantime, an unobtrusive contrast is beginning to be drawn between 

that of Saul, and his son, Jonathan. Further, we may notice here that God's purposes 

are not frustrated when his more "authorized" servants prove reluctant. He has others 

who prove willing in the day of his power. The history of the church provides ample 

proof of this truth, beginning with Martin Luther in the time of the reformation, who 

was prepared to preach the liberating truth of God's Word that the just shall live by 

faith, and not by works of the law. Had the Roman Catholic Church itself discovered 

and proclaimed this truth as its "authorized" custodian, then a totally different path 
for Christendom would have marked the spiritual progress of the church. In the 

meantime, here in this passage, Saul made it known throughout the land that because 

of this attack upon the Philistine outpost, the hornet's nest had now been truly stirred 

up, making Israel truly obnoxious to the Philistines. And as a result of this action and 

observation, Saul in verse 4 summoned all the people to join him at Gilgal, thus 

giving up his position at Mikmash to the Philistines. Was this a strategically wise 

move? This section ends with Israel in complete disarray, with some soldiers hiding 

in caves and thickets, some among rocks, and in pits and cisterns. Some even crossed 

the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. But verse 7 concludes this section, by 

saying that Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him, were quaking with 



fear. Why did Saul take this line of action? What was so special about retreating to 

Gilgal? We will learn the reason why, in the next section. 

 

2.  Secondly, we discover a Failure of Obedience at Gilgal (verses 8-15) 

 

As we come to this dialogue section within the chapter, we will recall that because of 

the gravity of the Philistine threat at verse 4, Saul then summoned all the people to 

join him at Gilgal. Why should he do this? The clue and answer to this question is 

now found in the opening verse of this section at verse 8, where we read that Saul and 

all the troops with him were waiting for seven days at Gilgal, according to the time 

set by Samuel. But when was this instruction ever given to Saul by Samuel? The best 

answer to this question takes us back to 1 Samuel 10:7-8, immediately after Saul is 

given three signs in order to authenticate his anointing as Israel's very first king, with 

the most important of these signs being the third sign, with the coming of the Spirit of 

God upon him at Gibeah, where we also read that there was a Philistine outpost (1 

Samuel 10:5). This piece of information gives us the further clue that Saul's 

endowment  with the Spirit will primarily equip him to deliver the people of Israel 

from the Philistine threat, in the same manner in which Samson was also endowed 

with the Spirit (using the same Hebrew word), in order to deliver Israel from the 

Philistine threat. For Saul, this is also flagged back at 1 Samuel 9:16, where the Lord 

says to Samuel, "Anoint him ruler over my people Israel, for he will deliver them from 

the hand of the Philistines."  And so, as we come back to 1 Samuel 10:7-8, 

immediately after Saul's endowment with the Spirit, we read these words: "Once these 

signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you."  The 

Hebrew then reads, "And then, (presumably indicating a time period after the 

Philistine outpost at Gibeah has been attacked), Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I 

will surely come down to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but 

you must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what you are to do next."  

And so, back at 1 Samuel 10:7-8, Saul does not immediately fulfil the charge to attack 

the Philistines. Therefore, 1 Samuel 10:7-8 remains suspended, and is placed on hold. 

But now that Jonathan in 1 Samuel chapter 13 begins to do what Saul should have 

done at Gibeah, by attacking the Philistines, and in so doing, stir up a hornets nest, 

then on this basis, 1 Samuel 10:8 now becomes a new prospect and challenge for 

Saul, to go to Gilgal and wait for Samuel, for further instructions, even though 

chapters 10 and 13 are separated by chapters 11-12.  But what was Saul's chief sin, in 

this section of 1 Samuel 13:8-15?  Some scholars suggest the crossing of boundaries, 

in that it was not proper for a king to assume priestly duties in the offering of the 

sacrifice. But this is only a part of the truth. With stage one of Saul's initial charge at 

last fulfilled, even though accomplished through Jonathan, it remains for Saul to 

execute stage two, involving the trip to Gilgal, in order to wait for Samuel, and his 

further instructions. Saul's kingship may have been authenticated through the 

receiving of the Spirit of God, but he needed to obey God's Word through the prophet, 
in order to proceed further. As we have noted before, Spirit and Word must never be 

separated, as is the tendency in many churches today. However, in this respect Saul 

fails. He may have waited seven days, whatever this may mean. but he does not wait  

"until Samuel comes." But this is the point.  But why is this test so important?  And 

why is Saul so severely judged for failing it? The answer is that in order for the newly 

appointed king to succeed in Israel, he must obey the Word of the Lord through the 

prophet Samuel. Unlike ancient near eastern kings, Israel's king must become a good 

student of God's Word according to Deuteronomy 17:14-20, as well as obey that 

Word through the prophet. And so Saul's chief sin on this occasion according to 1 

Samuel 13:13, is that Saul had done a foolish thing in not keeping the command that 

the Lord your God gave you, which was Samuel's word to Saul at 1 Samuel 10:8, 



which involved waiting for Samuel at Gilgal for seven days, in order to receive 

Samuel's further instructions. And if that word also included Samuel's deep assurance 

to Saul through the words, "I will surely come down to you to sacrifice burnt offerings 

and fellowship offerings", then could not the prophet's word be trusted? One could 

call this a crisis of faith, leading to disobedience of God's Word through the prophet. 

Saul's answer to Samuel as to why he took things into his own hands at verses 11-12 

is very revealing. Three things are mentioned. First is the reduction of numbers in 

terms of his troops deserting him. Had not Saul recalled people like Gideon and 

Samson in the period of the Judges, for whom reduction in numbers proved an 

advantage against the enemy? And to add to that, more recently Jonathan himself? 

Secondly was Samuel's failure to come at the set time, according to Saul's reckoning. 

Thirdly, the Philistines were poised for battle at Mikmash, and would therefore come 

down to Saul at remote Gilgal, which was highly unlikely. Finally, in the light of these 

things, Saul felt compelled to seek the Lord's face or favour by offering up the burnt 

offering, without Samuel's presence and blessing, who alone could give this.  Finally, 

as a result of these things, in verse 15 the Lord turned His face away from Saul, when 

Samuel left Saul without instructing him in the Word of God.  In fact, we read that 

Samuel returned to Gibeah, the place of Jonathan's initial obedience, in doing the 

things that Saul should have done. All that Saul could do was number the troops, but 

this is all that he can do. At this point, he lost what matters most, and that is the 

ability to hear the Word of God. As Amos reminds us, the greatest darkness that can 

come upon the earth, is a famine of hearing the Word of God, from the One who 

created us, and who alone knows what is best for us, both for time and eternity (Amos 

8:11-12).  In the end, Saul, like Eli  and his house at 1 Samuel 2:30, is rejected for 

failing to give due weight or honour to the Lord, even though his motive was to seek 

the Lord's face or favour, only to experience the opposite. In this respect, perhaps 

Saul may have also been influenced by the attempt of early military leaders to 

manipulate God by using the Ark as a kind of good-luck charm. On the other hand, 

Saul may have also been influenced by the unforgettable incident of 1 Samuel 7, when 

Samuel himself offered up a whole burnt offering within the context of Philistine 

threat and invasion. Then the Lord thundered from Heaven, and as a result, the 

Philistines were routed and soundly defeated. But if this incident provided a 

background for Saul's actions, then Samuel was left clean out of the equation. Could 

the king afford to do that, in the light of 1 Samuel 10:8?  One could call this, playing 

with thunder and fire! 

 

3.  Thirdly, we discover a nation without Weapons (verses 16-22) 

 

The end of the previous section finds Saul counting his troops. That is all that he 

could do. But what is an army without weapons, especially when you are up against 

an enemy who had actually invented and perfected the use of iron weapons in 

warfare. The fact of the matter was that the Philistines had a monopoly on 
blacksmithing, and did not allow this privilege to Israel. In fact, Israel was dependant 

upon the Philistines for the sharpening and repairing of their agricultural tools. Also 

the charges for these services was extremely high, which was another way in which 

the Philistines kept a firm control over Israel. The Philistine monopoly worked so well 

that in the day of battle only Saul and Jonathan are armed with metal weapons among 

the Israelites. Further, Philistine raiding parties were sent in three directions, in 

order to assert their control over the land. Was this a picture of Israel's final 

hopelessness and helplessness? Perhaps in this chapter with Jonathan at the 

beginning, we can begin to see that even one can be a majority, if God is on one's 

side, even against the most formidable of enemies. In the period of the Judges, Gideon 

found greater victory with a reduction of numbers (Judges 7), and Samson stood as a 



one-man majority against the Philistines. In this respect, there is hope, as we await 

the next chapter. 

 

Conclusion:- 

 

As we highlighted at the beginning, waiting for something to happen at the right time 

is a very difficult thing to experience and navigate. We would rather take things into 

our own hands when things do not appear to be happening as quickly as we would 

like. This proved to be Saul's undoing in this story today, and it ended up costing him 

a family dynasty. Waiting can be very hard, as the world is now experiencing with the 

lockdown because of Covid-19.  Some are tempted to disobey the rules and go out 

anyway - But that can prove disastrous. As Mary Evans (The Message of Samuel IVP 

2004, p. 85) points out, Let us never forget that any failures in Saul's reign came not 

because he was the wrong person in the wrong place, or that there was no possibility 

that he would ever succeed, but because he failed to keep the command that the Lord 

had given him. And so let us not throw away the privilege of being God's choice for 

the role for which he has given us in his service. Psalm 37:34 says: "Wait for the 

Lord, and keep His way, and He will exalt you."    Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayer:- 

 

Father in Heaven, 

 

As we seek your face in prayer, we confess that we often find it difficult to experience 

your perfect timing in all things.  Also, we often find it difficult to wait for the right 

time to act and experience your blessings in our lives.  Rather, we would prefer to 

take things into our hands, especially when things do not appear to be happening for 

us as quickly as we would like. For these things,  forgive us we pray, and grant us 

wisdom, patience, and perseverance in all things, and above all, the ability to live our 

lives in obedience to your Spirit and  Holy Word.  These things we ask, giving you 

thanks, in Jesus Name.    Amen.  


