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A Reason for our Greatest Joy 

3 John 

 

Introduction:-  

 

In life, there are many situations which give us reason to express joy and gladness. I 

can recall one in particular, when our first child Emma was born in Cooma NSW. We 

then went on to call her Emma Joy Woods, and to celebrate the occasion, I presented 

Jenny with a lovely velvet, crimson red, artificial rose, which we still have on display 

in our glass cabinet as you enter our house. It was my way of making this wonderful 

occasion of joy permanent for all time. On that same day, 17th June 1979, Jenny also 

became a mother, as we celebrate mother's day today. And no doubt, many of us can 

share similar stories and reasons for expressing joy in our lives today. And as we 

come to the third of John's epistles today, called 3 John, we discover the secret of 

John's own personal reason for expressing his greatest joy, which he calls us to share 

with him today. Let us now trace the development of this short epistle, through the 

presentation of three different people. 

 

1.  First we begin with Gaius, a Christian Friend (verses 1-8) 

 

Gaius was a common Roman name, mentioned a number of times in the New 

Testament, but it is uncertain if any of them are the Gaius addressed  here. Although 

unknown to us, to John he was a "dear friend", using the distinctive word for love, 

with which God has loved us in Christ, no less than four times in this letter. Further, 

this dear friend, was one whom John the Elder "loved in the truth" (verse 1). And as 

we noticed last week, this same expression was given to the elect lady, and to her 

children, at 2 John 1, which probably represented a local church and its 

congregation. It is important to be "loved in the truth." And it was the truth of God in 

Christ that had bound John and Gaius together in love. And so Christian friendship, 

one of God's greatest gifts, expresses the divine love, grounded in truth. But as this 

passage moves on, Christian friendship is also concerned about the well-being of a 

brother or sister in every department of life, as verse 2 begins to tells us. As the NIV 

puts it, "I pray that you might enjoy good health, and that all may go well with you, 

even as your soul is getting along well." A more literal translation would be, "I pray 

that you might prosper or journey well in both body and soul." This verse, then, 

appears to be a wish that all may go well with Gaius's whole person,  as indeed it 

goes well with his soul. Here the soul appears to refer to the inner life, which is then 

spelt out in the following verses 3-4. And in these verses, we find out for the first time 

why the elder can say that he knows that Gaius's soul is getting on well, when he says: 

"It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your faithfulness 
to the truth, telling how you continued to walk in it. I have no greater joy than to hear 

that my children are walking in the truth."  Luke 15:7 tells us that there is more 

rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent." For Luke, this is how heaven and the angels of 

God see reality. To this John can now add on earth, "I have no greater joy, than to 

hear that my children are walking or progressing, in the truth."  This leaves us with 

the question: Are our lives progressing in the truth? As John also addresses his word 

to us today, can he say of us, as he did of Gaius, "I have no greater joy, than to hear 

that my children at Upwey Baptist Church, are progressing in the truth." And what 

gives us most joy in life? Is it to see others, who are faithful to the truth, growing up 



in Christ? And if we are not progressing in the truth, we are either standing still, or 

we are even going backward.  In the words of 2 John 8 from last week, "Watch out 

that you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be fully rewarded."  

Then in verses 5-8, Gaius provides a living practical example of what it means to be 

"walking in the truth", by providing hospitality to faithful itinerate preachers. 

Whereas 2 John is primarily a warning against welcoming "deceivers", 3 John is a 

warning against rejecting those who are true fellow Christians and ambassadors of 

the gospel, even though the deceivers had abused this privilege. This was probably 

the immediate reason for writing this letter, since it must have been very discouraging 

for Gaius to meet the continual hostility of Diotrephes, as well as find himself in the 

minority on this matter. Notice that when people received hospitality, it was 

incumbent upon them to report positively about their hosts to their own community, as 

these preachers did, when they told their church about Gaius's love. Finally John 

provides three reasons why Gaius should continue to show such hospitality: (1) First 

these preachers had gone out for the sake of the "name" of Christ; (2) Secondly, these 

preachers depended on the Christian community for hospitality, because they 

received no help from the pagans (v. 7); (3) Thirdly, by so doing, Gaius will be 

working together with these preachers for the truth of the gospel (verse 8). What a 

wonderful encouragement to those who cannot go, for various reasons, but who can 

participate in the work and truth of the gospel through their faithful support, prayer, 

and giving. A few years ago now, our church here at Upwey identified hospitality as 

our greatest strength for outreach. Of course, this has taken us down a different path 

to the kind of hospitality envisaged here in 3 John. But even though this is the case, 

whatever kind of hospitality we offer, whether it be food, support, and lodging for 

itinerant preachers, including missionaries at home on furlough, taking people into 

our homes, or offering food and social settings for people to be made whole, like 

Gaius, we are still working together for the truth of the gospel, and as Jesus put it at 

Matthew 25:32-40: "Then the righteous will answer him, "Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? And when did we 

see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we 

see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?" The King will reply, "Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me."   

 

2.  Secondly, we encounter Diotrephes - A  Christian  fraud (verses 9-10) 

 

In his commentary on The Letters of John (2000, p. 225), Colin Kruse argues that the 

example of Diotrephes was not only used by John the Elder as a negative example to 

that of Gaius before him, but more pointedly, in the light of conventions of hospitality 

which operated in the first century AD, John was responding to the shame heaped 

upon him by Diotrephes' refusal to accept those whom he recommended, and so this 

passage is the Elder's culturally  required attempt to secure satisfaction. If he did 
nothing in the face of Diotrephes' actions, he would sacrifice his honour, something 

which would be a serious matter, in a culture of shame. Thus for Colin Kruse, it is 

best to see the Elder's reference to Diotrephes' desire "to be first", as understood in 

terms of his refusal to accede to the Elder's written request that he provide hospitality 

to those whom the Elder recommended. (v. 10). For Colin Kruse this is further 

supported by the words, "he will even have nothing to do with  us".  And so 

Diotrephes' misbehaviour consists of four elements as far as the Elder is concerned: 

(1) Malicious gossip about the Elder and his community ( a strangely modern form of 

attack in terms of character assassination  to begin all proceedings); (2) A refusal to 

welcome the  orthodox missionaries; (3) Preventing others from doing so; (4) Putting 



out of the church those who defied him in this matter. But in addition to Colin Kruses' 

plausible suggestion, this passage is also very clear about who is ultimate boss, in 

terms of the Elder's Apostolic authority and convention, with the words, "When I 

come, I will call attention to what he is doing"... The assumption here is that John will 

publicly expose and rebuke Diotrephes for spreading malicious gossip about him, and 

those whom John recommended.  What is essentially at stake here is Diotrephes' 

inflated ego, and his ambitious grasp of power, which was not tempered by love. 

Sadly and tragically, many churches are still governed by family dynasties of power 

as well as self-proclaimed tyrants, which completely goes against the grain of Jesus' 

definition of greatness at Mark 10:35-45, when James and John requested seats of 

honour at Jesus' right and left hands in his glory. But Jesus replied: "The world has 

its own system of Lordship and power, but this is not for you. Whoever wants to 

become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first, must 

become servant of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and give his life a ransom for all." 

 

3.  Finally, we conclude with Demetrius - A Christian follower (verses 11-12) 

 

Many commentators are surprised that John moves on from Diotrephes with an  

exhortation that appears quite mild, given the catalogue of Diotrephes' crimes against 

himself and the church. But as another scholar puts it, it is more likely that John was 

not interested in being caught up in a battle of words, and descend to his opponent's 

level. Further, verse 11 appears to be an appropriate response to all that has come 

before, with its clear-cut antithesis between good and evil. If Diotrephes exemplifies 

what is evil, then Demetrius, in verse 12, will model what is good, and could well 

have been the courier who conveyed this short letter to Gaius. Further, the testimony 

given about Demetrius by John, implies that Gaius should provide Demetrius with 

hospitality, for he was well spoken of by many, even by the truth itself.  In verse 11 

John says that anyone who does "good" is from God, and anyone who does what is 

"evil" has not seen God.  Within its context here, it is most likely that both statements 

refer to providing hospitality for travelling missionaries, with the second statement 

referring to those who refuse to provide hospitality to travelling missionaries. For it 

was for the sake of the name of Christ that they went forth, and Jesus said at John 

14:9 = "He that has seen me, has seen the Father." Therefore to refuse the preaching 

of Christ's name, at the same time, eliminates the possibility of seeing God. Finally, 3 

John concludes with a greeting of peace. This was appropriate, given the situation of 

turmoil with regard to Diotrephes. Peace is not, as with us, the absence of war and 

conflict, but is a positive term, invoking the blessing and presence of God. And within 

a world in turmoil and uncertainty today, that is a wonderful blessing. 

 

Conclusion:- 

 

We may well conclude this letter by first of all asking ourselves what gives us our 

greatest joy in life?  Is it with John, to rejoice in both our own and others progress in 

the truth of Gods' Word and Will?  Secondly, Who is at the centre of our lives? Is it 

"self", with its longing "to be first", as with Diotrephes, or is it Christ, enabling us to 

keep faithful, and to continue walking in the truth? There is no issue with greater or 

more far-reaching implications for the church or for the Christian today.   Amen.  


