
The Truth of it All – Revealed from Behind the Scenes 
(Revelation 12:1-14:20) 

Introduction:- 
 
When something goes wrong with our computers, we know that the problem 
often lies deep with the workings of our computers themselves, and does not 
reveal itself on the surface of things, as something self-evident. And so we 
often require the skills of an IT expert and guru to locate the problem, in order 
to get us on track again. And in our world today, we often see what is 
outwardly going wrong within our world, and wonder why things happen as 
they do, without arriving at any satisfying and lasting solutions. And as we 
come to chapters 12-14 in Revelation today, John is taken behind the scenes as 
it were, in order to fully understand the true nature of the conflict which 
confronts the church and the world in terms of its ongoing fight with evil. Who 
stands behind the conflict facing the world and the church, which Christ will 
bring to an end at His Second Coming, which the judgments of the seven seals, 
trumpets, and bowls also anticipate? Finally, since the seven trumpets 
followed on the seven seals, it would be natural to assume that the seven cups 
of wrath would immediately be poured out, so completing the story of the 
birth pangs of the kingdom of God. But as we have already noticed, John has 
presented us with interludes between the sixth and seventh seals and 
trumpets, and as he now comes to the final set of seven bowls or cups of 
wrath, he again presses the pause button, but this time, not between the sixth 
and seventh bowls, where there is no interlude when we finally get there; but 
now at the structural heart of the book, by providing us with a lengthy 
Interlude or Interruption, as one writer puts it, in order to provide us with the 
key to the book’s narrative and problem. These chapters can therefore be 
justifiably understood as “reading instructions” for the entire book. Well, what 
do we find here, as we survey these three central chapters within the book? 
 
1.  First we are taken for a Look Behind the Scenes (Revelation 12:1-17) 
 
Chapters 12-14 give us another parallel view of the era between Christ’s first 
and second comings, or symbolically to the final three and a half years of 
Daniel’s vision at Daniel 9:27, mentioned here at 12:6. Many commentators 
view the dramatic conflict between God and Satan in chapter 12 as the heart 
of Revelation. Now we are privileged to look behind the scenes, and what do 
we find? To begin with, what we discover is an ongoing spiritual struggle. Does 
this come as a surprise? A battle of two kingdoms! Of light versus darkness!  
And this battle is presented by three visions in chapter 12, which all tell the 
same story of the defeat of the devil, the victory of Christ, and the protection 
of the church. The first vision in verses 1-6, presents a conflict between two 



Heavenly Signs. The first great sign is of a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head, recalling 
Joseph’s dream at Genesis 37:9. As such, she embodies God’s people from the 
Old Testament, from whom Jesus the male child will be eventually born, as the 
promised royal Messiah in David’s line, who will rule the nations with an iron 
sceptre, citing Psalm 2:9. This explains the Dragon’s desire to devour Him at 
birth, regarding the nations as his legitimate prey, as the prince and power of 
the air. When the child is born, the Dragon is frustrated, for the child escapes 
Herod’s clutches, overpowers the demons, and though seemingly defeated on 
the cross, even there he triumphs, and returns victorious to Heaven. In this 
way, the familiar Christmas story is give fresh energy and meaning through a 
vision that cannot be sentimentalised, domesticated, or commercialised. The 
vision finishes in a wilderness, recalling the exodus from Egypt, as a place 
where God took care of Israel, and would continue to care for the church for 
three and a half years, or for the time between Christ’s first and second 
comings.  The desert can be a hard and lonely place. Following Christ in any 
age can leave you feeling alone and abandoned. But this message says that we 
are not!! Then in a second vision in verses 7-12, John observes a war in 
Heaven, between Michael and His angels, and the Dragon or Satan. It is the 
same story, though through a different lens. But in the end, Satan and his 
angels were hurled down from Heaven, which may refer to Satan’s defeat 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection (Luke 10:38; John 12:31-32; Colossians 
2:15). Alternatively, this may designate Satan’s primordial fall, or even Satan’s 
final exclusion, because his time is short, which may also explain his intense 
hostility towards God’s people in the last days (vv. 12-17).  But because of his 
defeat, God’s people can now rejoice, because they have triumphed over him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, even unto 
death. Satan can no longer fulfil his function of falsely accusing the Saints 
before God (Job 1, Zechariah 3), since Christ has secured their acquittal before 
God, and reconciled them to God through the blood of His cross. The final 
picture in verses 13-17 is a replay of the Dragon’s ongoing hostility toward the 
woman in the first picture, but this time the woman or church was given the 
two wings of a great eagle, reflecting Exodus 19:4, when God said to Israel, “I 
have carried you on eagles wings, and have brought you to myself”, so that in 
returning to the wilderness, the church may continue to know God’s divine 
security, protection, and deliverance, from the continual attacks of the enemy, 
no matter what he may throw at us, to the very end. As with the story of Job, 
Satan can only touch God’s servants with God’s permission, and even this is 
greatly governed and limited by His grace and keeping power. This is deeply 
comforting and assuring. 
 
2.  Secondly, we are challenged to “Know your Enemy” (Revelation 13:1-18). 



 
In this middle chapter of the three, we are given insight about the full nature of 
the enemy. We have often been instructed to “know your enemy”, but as C.S. 
Lewis rightly points out, we can commit one of two opposite errors with regard 
to this instruction, both with deadly consequences. On the one hand, we may 
decide that the Devil does not exist all, which pleases the Devil no end; and on 
the other hand, we can develop such an unhealthy obsession with the Devil, 
that we eventually fall into the trap of demonic possession and influence. The 
key to successful spiritual warfare is therefore to know who our enemy is  
without falling into the trap of either denying his existence, or developing 
unhealthy obsessions with the powers of darkness that would lead us further 
into the web that he spins, from which few return.  And many play this perilous 
game today to their own detriment. The first part of Chapter 13, verses 1-10, 
introduce us to the Beast that comes out of the Sea. We have already been 
introduced to the enormous Red Dragon with seven heads and ten horns and 
seven crowns at 12:3, representing his great power, and claim to sovereignty, 
who is also called that Ancient Serpent the Devil, or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray at 12:9. Now as this great Dragon stands on the shores of 
the Sea, his first ally emerges in the form of the Beast who comes out of the 
Sea, resembling the features of the Dragon, with attributes also resembling the 
combined features and power of the four beasts from Daniel 7:3-8, 
representing the great world empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome.  
Then the most important piece of information that we are given is found at the 
end of verse 2.  The Dragon gave this Beast his power and throne, and great 
authority, thereby informing us of the evil source of his nature and activities. 
But who exactly is this Beast of the Sea? The Beast of the Sea represents Rome 
as a persecuting power, with its Ten horns and Ten crowns representing 
imperial power, and with its Seven heads, which at 17:9 represent the Seven 
Hills of Rome, on each of which was a blasphemous name. The church had 
suffered much under Nero in a former day, and again did so under Domitian. 
The Jews had always been afraid of the Sea, which symbolised primeval chaos 
and even hostility to God. A monster arising from the Sea would be a particular 
horror. Therefore the church would have seen in the Beast from the Sea a code 
for the emperor. Throughout the life of the church he has taken different 
guises, as godless tyrannies have emerged. With regard to this Beast, one head 
with a fatal wound may indicate that one of the emperors had died, but come 
to life. Precisely that was being asserted of Nero at the time of writing 
Revelation; for though Nero committed suicide in 68 AD, it was widely believed 
that he had come back to life and would return to lead the eastern powers 
against Rome (17:8-11). This information may also be a parody of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. Satan loves imitating holy things! Finally, the whole 
world was filled with wonder, and worshipped the Beast, as incomparable in 



power, as well as worship the Dragon, who had given the Beast its authority;  
thus indicating the idolatrous nature of emperor worship, which John holds to 
be Satanic in nature. Few were able to resist the Beast and its power, except 
those in the church, and so it focused its animosity on God and His church. 
More frighteningly, it appears that the Beast is popular, and admired for its 
strength, for verse 8 says that all the inhabitants of the earth will worship the 
Beast, except those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, the 
Lamb who was slain from the foundations of the world. Finally, the Dragon 
may have given the Beast its authority to blaspheme and oppose the church, 
but it is God who has set a time limit of 42 months or 3 and a half years to its 
activities, as symbolically standing for the period of the church and its 
tribulation, culminating with the second coming of Jesus Christ. May this give 
us strength and encouragement to endure unto the end, for God has set the 
clock!!  Never let us forget this comforting truth. Then in verses 11-18, another 
Beast arrives, this time coming out of the earth, with two horns like a Lamb, 
but speaking like a Dragon, mimicking Christ the Lamb. Thus with this arrival, a 
Trinity of Evil completes the nature of the Dragon’s presence within the church 
and world, thus mimicking the Godhead and Divine Trinity of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, as an idolatrous counterfeit to the Living God.  Thus what we have 
behind the scenes of this world is a battle between Two Gods and Two 
Kingdoms, one Pseudo and one Real; one representing light and truth, 
salvation and Heavenly reward; the other representing blasphemy, lies, and 
eternal damnation in Hell itself. Finally, the second Beast served the interests 
of the first Beast, seeking to make the inhabitants of the earth to worship the 
first Beast. Further, its voice had echoes of the Dragon that it also serves, thus 
also deserving the title of “false prophet” given to it at 16:13, 19:20, and 20:10.  
We often speak of the battle for hearts and minds, and this is what is 
happening here with the rise of this second Beast. It has a deceptive public 
image and knows the techniques of good PR.  It also appreciates the power of 
fake news in order to discredit others, and it weaves a spell to suck others in. 
However, its voice speaks from the Dragon and the pits of Hell, and its role is 
defined by the first Beast, by seeking to coerce or compel universal and 
unreserved worship of Rome, and the imperial cult, in affirming that “Caesar is 
Lord.” It is possible that this Beast represented the priesthood of the cult of 
the emperor, and the political authorities who supported it. Heathen priests 
had little compunction in resorting to tricks, such as the production of fire, 
allegedly from Heaven, and making an idol talk through ventriloquism. Jesus 
warned us that in the end time, anti-Christian deceptions will take place 
through prophecy that claims to be Christian (Mark 13:22; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-
12).  Further, the Beast’s activities will also involve economic power by 
controlling the purchase and sale of goods, and will work for the destruction of 
any who resisted. Certainly in John’s day, this was true. Finally, a number was 



attached to this Beast, which contrasts with believers who have God’s name 
written on their foreheads in the following chapter at 14:1, and at 22:4. This 
was flagged as early as 3:12, to the faithful at Philadelphia, and then at 7:3-4, 
with regard to the 144,000, who received the seal of God upon their 
foreheads. And so Christians who have already been sealed with God’s name 
upon their foreheads, cannot be numbered at the same time with those who 
now receive the mark of the Beast. Nor is the mark of the Beast linked to any 
other conspiracy theories or modern day hoaxes that people have come up 
with in recent times.  Here the mark is described as the number of the Beast, 
or the number of its name. Many ancient languages did not have figures for 
numbers but used instead the letters of the alphabet. For example, a = 1, b = 2, 
c = 3, and so on. This made it possible for a name to be represented by the 
number obtained through adding the numerical values of the letters of the 
name. For example, there is a piece of graffiti on a wall in Pompeii which reads, 
“I love her whose name is 545.” Doubtless the young lady knew exactly whose 
name that was!!  Others would not, thus understanding this use of numbers as 
a kind of secret code. So also despite the many possibilities that the name 666 
yields, it is virtually certain that the individual thereby indicated was known in 
all the churches addressed by John, and probably far wider. The name Nero 
Caesar transliterated into Hebrew from Greek, yields the number 666. If it is 
put into Hebrew from Latin, it gives the number 616, which is read in some 
early manuscripts of Revelation. The number would have been seized on in 
apocalyptic circles, where Hebrew, the language of the Old Testament, was 
known. But from a symbolic point of view,  which may have been the meaning 
meant here, for Christians, 666 was an eminently suitable figure for the anti-
Christ, for it represents a consistent falling short of the divine perfection, 
suggested by 777, whereas the name Jesus in Greek totals 888!!  Above 
perfection!! And therein lies one aspect of the difference between the Devil’s 
Pseudo-Christ, and the Christ of God.  The Pseudo-Christ falls as far short of 
being the Saviour and Deliverer of the world, as the Christ of God exceeds all 
the hopes of humankind for a Saviour!! In this truth, let us rejoice! 
 
3.  Finally, we behold a vision of the Lamb and a message of the Eternal 
Gospel (Revelation 14:1-20). 
 
What a contrast between this final chapter of this long interlude, and the 
previous chapter depicting the works of the Unholy Trinity, and the mark of the 
Beast!  The mood now changes from persecution and martyrdom to the 
security of Mount Zion, where we now encounter the Lamb standing on Mount 
Zion. In this way we also move from the unsatisfactory incompleteness of 666 
to the completeness of the 144,000 redeemed of the Lord. No longer do we 
look for the mark of the Beast, for the chosen ones now have the name of the 



Lamb and of the Father on their foreheads. Further, back at 5:9 it was the 
angelic hosts who sang a new song, but now it is only the 144,000 who could 
learn this new song, for it deals with the experience of redemption, through 
the victory and blood of the Lamb, which only saved sinners could know. What 
a new song to sing, which even the angels themselves have longed to know 
more about, or look more intently into (1 Peter 1:12). Then the 144,000, or the 
complete number of the saved, are described in fivefold detail. They have been 
redeemed by Christ; they have been faithful in belief and lifestyle; they were 
willing to follow Jesus to death if need be; they were the first fruits of God’s 
great harvest of humankind; and they were people of integrity, especially in 
speech and action. This is then followed by the appearance of three angels in 
verses 6-13, with the first angel proclaiming the eternal gospel to all who live 
on earth, with the hope that people may still have time to respond to the 
Creator in contrast to the false worship of the Beast. This gospel is eternal for it 
was not only conceived in eternity before the world began, for according to 
13:8 Christ was the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world, but 
this glorious gospel whose gift and reward is eternal life according to John 
3:16,  is continually offered to humankind until it can be offered no more. We 
call this God’s great Day of Grace! But there is coming a Day when it can be no 
longer offered. Where will we stand then? The second angel then announced 
the fall of Babylon or Rome, which, like all empires, then and now, intoxicated 
and seduced nations. Then the third angel announced the cup of God’s wrath 
which would be poured out upon those who worship the Beast, and receive its 
mark upon their foreheads or hands. There will be a final division between 
those who are the Beast’s, and those who belong to the Lord – and it is clear 
that this choice matters. In such dramatic times, it is a call to the church to 
show patient endurance, to obey God’s commandments, and be faithful to 
Jesus. At its heart is the proclamation of the eternal and universal gospel, 
which, once heard, should move us to worship, reverence, and serve God.  
Finally, those who are faithful unto death, will have not died or given up their 
lives in vain, for they will know the blessing of the Lord (v. 13). The final section 
of this chapter, in verses 14-20, speaks of the end-time as a time of harvest 
and judgment.  However, the double imagery of harvest and vintage has been 
interpreted differently by scholars. Caird (Revelation 1966, p. 192 ) takes this 
double image to mean the ingathering of God’s servants, including the martyrs, 
whereas Beasley – Murray (NBC, Revelation, 1994, p. 1444), takes this to mean 
one inclusive act of judgment based upon  Joel 3:13 (cf. Matthew 13:41-42).  
Others take this imagery to refer to the ingathering of God’s faithful through 
harvest, followed by the judgment of the wicked through vintage. This may 
better reflect the order of final judgment found at 20:11-15.  And in the second 
of these judgments, reflecting the vintage judgment of the wicked, the angel 
who appeared from the Altar, may be linked to the Altar at 6:9-11, where the 



cries of the martyrs from under the altar are made unto God in order that He 
might avenge their blood upon the inhabitants of the earth. And so now in 
these two judgments, their cries are beginning to find an answer. The patience 
to which they were called in 6:11 is now fulfilled. But whatever viewpoint we 
take about this final oracle, a choice is involved. Choose Life that you may live!! 
(Deuteronomy 30:19-20).  
 
Conclusion:- 
 
Today we have pulled the curtain back on spiritual realities, in order to try and 
understand why things happen the way they do both in John’s world, and in 
the world in which we live today. This is why John has included these chapters 
at this midway point in the Book of Revelation. As such, they provide the key 
for all that happens within the Book. And as we have discovered, the Enemy is 
for real, and his powers are relentless and great. This is why things go wrong 
with our world, and why people cry out for justice. But as we have also noticed 
in chapter 12, try as he might, he could not destroy the woman, representing 
the church, even in the most vulnerable of places in the Desert, where God had 
carried her on eagles’ wings. And when we receive God’s mark and seal of 
ownership upon our lives, through the blood of the Lamb, our names are also 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Therefore nothing can separate us from His 
love for all eternity (Romans 8:38-39), no matter what the enemy may throw 
at us. For greater is He that is within us, than He that is in the world (1 John 
4:4). Let us rejoice in these wonderful truths today.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


