
What Made the Wise men Wise? 
(Matthew 2:1-12) 

 
Introduction:- 
 
At Christmas time, I believe that we are very conscious about making wise 
decisions about a number of things. For example, did we choose the right 
turkey or ham for the Christmas dinner? Or, did we choose that perfect gift for 
the ones that we love most, in order to make this Christmas something very 
special, and one they would never forget? And so the list may go on. In all of 
these things, and many more others, we wish that we had the Wisdom of 
Solomon, in order that we might make this Christmas the best one yet. And 
yet, when we think about the Christmas story itself, we are reminded today 
that God’s gift of the Christ Child, was really a gift of God’s great wisdom given 
to us, for Saint Paul reminds us at 1 Corinthians 1:24 that Jesus was the 
“power” and “wisdom” of God, given for us.  
 
How was this so? John’s Gospel helps us here by saying that the Word or 
Wisdom of God became flesh, and dwelt amongst us – That Word that planned 
and brought creation into being, and continues to sustain it by His Will and 
Power. The very Word that tells us all that we ever need to know about 
ourselves, as well as our true place within God’s Universe and salvation plan. Is 
it any wonder then why Paul describes Jesus as the “power” and “wisdom of 
God” revealed, at 1 Corinthians 1:24, for by His power is able to save us from 
our sin, and by His wisdom, He is able to transform the foolishness and folly of 
our world into something of the highest discernment, beauty and good.  What 
a wonderful Christmas gift to the world!! 
 
This is something that the ancient world was longing for, as well as looking for, 
when Jesus was born. And Matthew’s Gospel in our reading today, tells us 
about some wise men from the east, who were looking for the coming of the 
Messiah, and through the appearance of a star, were finally led to the Christ 
Child in Bethlehem of Judea. And so on this day, we may ask the question, 
“What made the Wise Men Wise?” For if we can answer this question we too 
can learn how to celebrate, as well as have the best Christmas yet!!  Matthew’s 
Gospel offers five responses to this question:- 
 
(1)  First, the wise men were wise in their wills to choose Jesus above all else in 
life. This is reflected at beginning of verse 2, when they asked the question, 
“Where is He that is born king of the Jews?” Up to this point, they had followed 
the star all the way to Jerusalem from the east. And since they were looking for 
the king of the Jews, they naturally came to the Jewish capital city. When the 



wise men asked this question, Herod was understandably disturbed and 
troubled, and he eventually sought Jesus for the wrong reasons. But the wise 
men sought only to find and worship Jesus, even in the knowledge that Herod 
currently ruled the land. And so, the wise men were wise in their wills to 
choose Jesus above all else in life. Is that our desire as well today? (2) 
Secondly, the wise men were wise in their intellects. They responded in the 
best way possible to the information and revelation which was made available 
to them at the time, reflected at the end of verse 2: “For we have seen His star 
in the east”… Scholars still debate what this star may have looked like. Several 
proposals have been made. But scholarly research has also revealed that 
astronomers and especially astrologers in the East at this time were only ever 
interested in constellations of stars, and not with single stars. And so it is quite 
possible that a single star was not only thought to portend the birth of a 
coming king in that country, but it is better to regard the appearance of this 
star as a supernatural revelation from God, because this star finally guided the 
Magi from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, where the Christ Child was born. If this is 
the case, then the Wise men were especially open and wise to the revelation 
which God gave them, through their intellects. And as God makes His Son 
known to us today through His Word, how will we respond to that Word, 
which offers us eternal life, if we but believe in Him? (3) Thirdly, the Wise men 
were wise in their intuitions and feelings, for verse 2 ends by saying, “For we 
have come to worship Him.” They knew to whom their true worship should be 
directed in life, and their joy was not made complete until they kneeled before 
the Christ Child. Many today will simply offer a fleeting glance at the Christ in 
the Manger, and like the Priest and Levite in the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, simply pass by on the other side. To such people, Christ will simply 
remain a sentimental picture fossilized on a Christmas card; an idol curiosity; 
who makes no real difference to their lives. But the wise, who see in the Christ 
of the manger, God’s eternal plan of salvation from the foundation of the 
world, will, like the Wise Men, come and worship, and discover that their joy is 
not complete, until they have done so. (4) Fourthly, the Wise men were wise in 
their actions, seen in the offerings of their gifts in verse 11, of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. They were truly the gifts of the earths’ wisest! Notice 
also that they followed the Wise Men’s humble act of worship, making their 
gifts an expression of their worship. What then can we learn from the gifts of 
the earths’ wisest? On the one hand, in a profound sense, they may tell us 
something about the role and mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this case, the 
Gold would speak of His royalty and kingship; frankincense would speak of the 
adoration of a life consecrated to doing the Father’s Will; and finally Myrrh 
would speak of the pinnacle of Jesus’ life as one given to suffering and death 
upon the Cross of Calvary for our sin. On the other hand, as gifts that we would 
present to the Saviour of the world, as expressions of our love and worship, 



the gold would represent our money and worldly wealth; frankincense would 
represent the adoration of our consecrated lives and service to the Saviour’s 
love; and Myrrh would represent our sharing in the Saviour’s sorrows and 
those of the world, for the road to glory, as Jesus taught His disciples, is also 
paved with suffering. But at the end of that road, we can be assured of future 
glory, as many of our loved ones, have already experienced. And so today, 
wisdom would offer Jesus the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Our 
wealth in which we often trust; the adoration of our consecrated lives to His 
service; Our sharing in the sufferings and sorrows of Christ for this world. 
These are the gifts of wisdom, as acceptable offerings to the Saviour of the 
world. (5) Finally, the wise men were wise in their relationships. In verse 12 
they chose not to follow this world’s advice through Herod, by reporting back 
to him, but through the further revelation of God through a dream, chose to 
follow God’s greater wisdom and guidance by travelling back to their 
homeland in God’s appointed way.  
 
Conclusion:- 
 
The great miracle of Christmas Day is that God has become flesh, and has 
dwelt amongst us, order that we might receive a new dignity, and a new 
worth, and learn what it means to live with God, who has come to save us, and 
to do for us what we could not do for ourselves. This today is the great hope 
and joy for all humankind! But how shall we make a wise response to all of 
this?  The story of the Wise Men will help us to do that. And so, the question 
for us remains today. In what ways can we emulate the Wise Men in following 
their path of wisdom at this Christmas time? And if we do, the path and gift of 
God’s eternal glory in Christ will shine upon us this day, and we will have made 
the wisest choice of all at this Christmas time!   Amen. 


