
How the Mighty are Fallen 
(Revelation 17:1-19:10) 

Introduction:- 
 
The climax of Revelation does not come all at once. Rather, it takes “the long 
road home”, using the language and events of Queen Elizabeth 11’s recent ten 
day funeral; only here, the end comes in stages, spread over six final chapters, 
culminating in the glorious vision of the New Jerusalem coming down from 
Heaven like a bride, to meet her husband. And so, these chapters before us 
today, which speak of the fall of the city of Babylon the Great, form a bookend 
and contrast to the advent of the Heavenly City at Revelation 21:1-27, thus 
meriting the description of this book as the “tale of two cities.” In other words, 
the city of this world is set in contrast to the city of God. And so the challenge 
of these chapters before us today, addresses the issue of what city we feel 
most at home within, as we journey as pilgrims through this present world. Let 
us now see what these chapters tell us about Babylon, the city of this world. 
 
1. First we are presented with a vision of Babylon in all her worldly glory 
(Revelation 17:1-18). 
 
At the outset of this section, we are reminded that this message about Babylon 
the Great is really an expansion of the vision of the seventh cup of wrath, with 
which the previous section briefly ended at 16:17-21. It also continues the first 
reference to Babylon’s judgment back at 14:8. Further, the words “It is done” 
at 16:17, indicates that the judgment of Babylon the Great, also brings to a 
completion the work of God’s judgment, once and for all. At the same time, we 
cannot but think of the cry of Jesus from the cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30) 
in terms of God’s great plan and work of salvation for the world, leading to 
these same words at Revelation 21:6, when with the new creation, and the 
new city of God, God will make all things new. And so here, in 17:1-19:10, what 
was briefly flagged about Babylon back at 14:8 and 16:17-21, with respect to 
the message of the seventh cup of wrath, is now told in full in these chapters. 
But it is also important to observe that it does not describe what takes place 
after that judgment, for in it, the end truly comes, as mentioned at 16:17. 
Rather, the passage tells us how Babylon is made to drain the cup of God’s 
wrath appointed for her at 16:19. Well, what does chapter 17 tells us about 
the punishment of the great prostitute who sits by many waters, or over many 
nations and peoples, using the language of Jeremiah 51:13? To begin with, in 
verse 1, we may first notice the words of one of the seven angels with the 
seven bowls, “Come I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute”, 
which provides a contrast with the similar words of one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues at 21:9, “Come, I will 
show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” Therefore, here John’s vision of 



Jerusalem as the bride deliberately contrasts with the Prostitute Babylon, 
which also shows us how the seven last plagues of 16:17-21 and 17:1, is also 
meant to form a continuing and contrasting link with the message of the New 
Jerusalem at 21:9. Further, at Revelation 17:3, the angel appropriately takes 
John into the desert, the abode of evil spirits, and introduces him to an earthly 
Babylon seated upon a scarlet beast resembling the devil himself. In contrast 
to this at Revelation 21:10, the angel will take John up to a high mountain to 
prepare for an eventual heavenly Jerusalem and reigning bride. And so we can 
see how both ends of these final six chapters of Revelation provide a bookend 
for each other. And as we come back to chapter 17, Babylon is clearly meant to 
be a symbol of Rome, and with her, the kings of the earth committed adultery, 
and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her 
adulteries. These descriptions signified Babylon’s corrupting influence, 
seducing the nations into adultery and immorality, likely through the empty 
promises of political power, and especially through economic gain. Glittering, 
flaunting, and powerful, Babylon brooks no rivals, and corrupts and depraves 
all it touches. It offers so much, but nothing it gives satisfies – it gives 
materialism without morality, pleasure without purity, wealth without 
wisdom: an empty life. Here secularism is exposed, and the bankruptcy of the 
great cities like Sodom, Nineveh, Tyre, and Babylon revealed. Such cities have 
enormous international influence, as trendsetters and cultural pioneers. They 
no doubt have their counter-parts today. They act as magnets, drawing people 
to them, and encouraging imitation. However, their glamour is artificial, and 
their beauty skin-deep. Extravagance is blatant, and exploitation and 
corruption is rife. The world of the city trader, the multi-national, the 
entrepreneur selling to the consumer society, may be profoundly anti-
Christian. It will know times of boom and of bust, life and death, but it will 
always rise again in some form, until finally God steps in and brings it to a halt. 
Though persuasive and attractive, it is strangely fragile. Power can be switched 
off, people can go on strike, a natural disaster or pandemic can strike, and 
chaos results. In the end, it will be Christ who brings about the end of 
corruption, for when a city fails to respond to the Christ who weeps over it, as 
Christ did over Jerusalem, seeking to gather the city to himself as a Hen would 
do for its chicks, then its final fall will be complete (Luke 13:34-35). Rome 
finally lost its standing and importance in 410 AD, and its western empire 
dissipated in 476 AD. As we have already noticed, in verse 3 the Woman or 
Harlot is linked to a scarlet beast, and even though she is associated with the 
beast, she was not finally identical with it, for the beast also shared the 
likeness of the Dragon at 12:3, and it was covered with blasphemous names, 
referring primarily to the claims of the Roman emperors to divinity. The Harlot 
is therefore a specific temporary historical form (i.e. the political, economic, 
military, and religious society and state known as the Roman Empire), in which 
the beast expressed itself. The fact that John devotes two whole chapters 



almost entirely to the discussion of the Harlot, shows the great importance of 
this form in the strategy of Satan and the beasts, for when the Harlot or city no 
longer serves their purposes, she is destroyed by the beast and the ten kings, 
as seen at 17:16. Further, in verse 6 the woman or city of Rome was also drunk 
with the blood of the Saints, especially through the inexpressibly cruel 
persecution of Nero, but also in anticipation of the ongoing war of the anti-
Christ against the church. Finally, in verses 7-18, the vision of the woman is 
explained. The beast that the woman rides is Rome, and yet the one who once 
was; and now is not; and yet will come, appears to refer to a rumour that Nero 
who died in 68 AD, was still alive, and would return at the head of an army to 
attack Rome. On the other hand, the symbolism of seven, made up of five, 
one, and one to come, in verses 9-11, may simply refer to the full number of 
world empires that will appear, up until the time of Christ’s return. With the 
five, the greater number have come and gone. One existed in John’s time, and 
one is still to come. And so for John, the larger part of history has come and 
gone. John believed that he was standing in the end-time, and he expressed 
this viewpoint accordingly. Finally, not even the ten horns or kings of verses 
12-14, which may also be symbolic of the kings of the earth (Daniel 7:24), will 
prevail against the Lamb and his followers. Finally, in its desperation, in verses 
15-18, evil will even turn against evil, and destroy the Prostitute Rome, for 
even the anti-Christ and his allies, like the Devil they serve, are all in the hands 
of God, until God’s words are fulfilled. But in the meantime, what should we do 
in the face of godless world cities and systems?  Babylon’s influence is real in 
our modern world, and needs to be recognized and respected, and yet finally 
weighed in the balances, and found wanting, as with ancient Babylon’s fall in 
Daniel chapter 5. May the Lord Jesus help us never to feel so at home in 
Babylon that that we lose our homesickness for the New Jerusalem. May we 
follow in the footsteps of Abraham, who looked for a city with foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). 
 
2.  Secondly, we then move to a Lament over Fallen Babylon (Revelation 
18:1-24). 
 
This passage is modelled on the doom songs of the Old Testament prophets 
over oppressive and arrogant nations of their times, especially focusing 
Babylon itself in the prophets Isaiah (13; 21; 47) and Jeremiah (50; 51).  The 
passage also takes us back to 14:8, where Babylon’s judgment is first flagged, 
together with those who receive the mark of the beast. This appears to be the 
main thrust and focus of God’s judgment in the book. In verse 3 John lays to 
Rome’s charge the responsibility for the corruption of the whole earth, 
therefore this new Babylon must be destroyed from the earth. Rome will be 
overtaken in one day by three plagues, namely that of pestilence, calamity, 
and famine, and Rome’s final destruction by fire will be performed by the 



invading armies under the antichrist, already mentioned at 17:16. A threefold 
woe is then pronounced by those who profited from Rome’s trade, lamenting 
their own loss of gain and profit from Rome’s opulence and glory. The passage 
then concludes at verse 10 with a threefold call to rejoice, beginning in Heaven 
itself, and then with God’s people on earth, for God’s just and avenging 
judgment on Rome. Then a third and final angel performs a parabolic action by 
throwing a boulder into the sea in verses 21-24, recalling a similar action found 
at Jeremiah 51:63-64, also involving Babylon; but now proclaiming the end of 
Rome, when the life and lights of Rome will no longer shine. The chapter 
concludes with the note that it was by Rome’s “magic spell” (NIV), or the 
witchery of gay luxurious vice and its attendant idolatry, that fascinated the 
world and led it astray, recalling God’s judgment on Assyria’s capital city of 
Nineveh in the seventh century BC (Nahum 3:4). And now in the case of Rome, 
“Vanity Fair” would be no more. But in Rome was especially found the blood of 
the prophets, and of God’s holy people, which would not be overlooked by 
God.  And so Rome’s marks are clear to see: idolatry, immorality, extravagance, 
sorcery, tyranny and arrogance. Let those who think that they stand take heed 
lest they fall. As we reflect upon these things, let us give thanks that we look 
forward to a city with foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
 
3.  When Goodness finally prevails through Four Songs and a Wedding 
(Revelation 19:1-10). 
 
The world presents evil as exciting and fascinating, and goodness as dull. But 
the truth is the other way around. Evil demands conformity and erases 
character and individuality. “But nothing is so beautiful, fresh and surprising, 
and so full of ecstasy, as the good. On the other hand, no desert is so dreary, 
monotonous and boring, as evil” (Simone Weil On Science, Necessity, and the  
Love of God Oxford University Press, 1968). This section allows us to say with 
great relief, “At last – something nice – something beautiful and appealing!” 
Human history has reached the end of the line. As the smoke and silence rises 
from the fallen Babylon at the end of chapter 18, this is now broken by the 
roar of a great multitude, and the shouts of four Hallelujah songs. The word 
“Hallelujah” (= Praise the Lord) occurs here for the first time in Revelation, as 
well as in the New Testament, in response to cry of the angel back at 18:20, to 
rejoice over what God has done, which follows first with the praises of Heaven 
(vv 1-4), followed by the praises of saints, apostles, and prophets (vv. 6-8). The 
four songs recall the way Israel’s songbook in the Psalter ended, with four 
Hallelujah Psalms (146-149), all wrapped up with a lavish Psalm 150. As one 
writer puts it, perhaps we should experience Handel’s Hallelujah chorus not in 
the plush comfort of an auditorium seat, but rather surrounded by a mural 
depicting the smouldering wreckage of world civilizations and evil, and the ruin 
of those who tried to play god just a little bit too long. But why all this 



Hallelujah excitement? The answer is that we now also come under the fourth 
of seven blessings in the Book, found in verse 9. As such, it also stands at the 
centre of the seven blessings within the Book. Jesus is preparing for a 
marriage, after a long and bumpy courtship, with threats of a broken 
engagement along the way, and His church has been invited to the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb!  No wonder worship and praise then begin to flow from 
all sides, both angelic and human. But the section ends with the point that only 
God and the Lamb are worthy of worship and praise, both in Heaven and on 
Earth, for it is “the spirit of prophecy” which bears testimony to Jesus, as the 
only one worthy of worship, which both angels and humans expound, and 
share in common as God’s fellow servants. 
 
Conclusion:- 
 
These chapters remind us that one day evil will be finally conquered, just as 
Rome symbolized this truth in John’s day. The day is coming when all that 
opposes God and the Lamb will experience Rome’s destructive end with fire. 
But on the other side of the coin, the day is coming when goodness and truth 
will prevail, and those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and 
bear His mark, and not the mark of the beast, will Feast at the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb. May we also inherit the blessing of this final passage, where we 
are reminded of the truth of God’s Word: “Blessed are those who are invited 
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.” Let no one convince you otherwise. We 
are yet to attend the best wedding ever! May we gladly answer “Yes” to this 
magnificent and wondrous invitation, made possible through the shed blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who for all eternity is alone worthy of all honour, 
worship, and praise.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


