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A Star has shone in the East 
(Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7; Matthew 2:1-12) 

 
 

Why is Christmas morning so special for many people? As a young child I can still 
remember the excitement of waiting to see what Santa had left me – perhaps it 
may have even exceeded my wildest expectations! And of course, there was also 
the fascination of seeing what Santa had left my brothers and sisters.   
 

Our daughter Cathy would have dearly loved to have been with us for this 
Christmas, but she died one month before Christmas, almost to the day. And in 
celebration of Cathy’s life, a dear nursing friend of hers from the Northern 
Territory gave her a most unusual gift, the gift of a star in her name, which is 
only visible in the Northern Hemisphere. But the lovely thought behind it, is that 
as it shines, it would reflect the life of Cathy forever.  
 

And as we think about stars, the Christmas story also involves a star to be found 
in the Northern Hemisphere, which God used to lead the Wise Men to 
Bethlehem were Christ was born. Maybe this is why we place a star at the top 
of our Christmas trees each year. The appearance of a new celestial light above 
a certain land was often believed to portend the birth of a king in that country. 
There are many theories as to what this star was, as scholars tell us that 
astrologers during this time in Babylon only studied and recorded constellations 
of stars, not single stars themselves. But, whatever this star was, we can be sure 
that its appearance had a supernatural explanation, especially when we read 
that the star finally guided the wise men from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, to where 
the Christ child was born. We read that when they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed (v.10). The poignancy of this moment should not be overlooked. 
When we too come to the end of our journey, and find what we have really been 
looking for, then there is cause for joy and celebration. For in the light of this 
star, they were finally led to the Christ Child, who was born as the light and hope 
of the world (John 8:12). John puts it this way: “The Word was made flesh and 
dwelt amongst us… In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 
shines in darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.”  And today, it is only 
in His light, that we truly see life and light.  He was born in order that He might 
die for our sins, and grant us the gift of eternal life. 
 
And so in the end, we can ask the question of this story – What really made the 
wise men wise in God’s eyes? How can we make their story ours today?  



Matthew’s story offers the following five responses of the wise men. (1) First of 
all, they were wise in their wills to choose Jesus above all else in life. In verse 2 
we read their opening response: “Where is He who is born king of the Jews?”  
Are we prepared to seek until we find the Saviour of the world? (2) Secondly, 
they were wise in the use of their intellects. They responded in the best way 
possible to the information and revelation which was made available to them in 
verse 2.  “For we have seen His star in the East …”  (3) They were wise in their 
intuitions and feelings (verse 2). “For we have come to worship him.”  They 
knew to whom their true worship should be directed in life, and their joy was 
not complete until they kneeled before the Christ child. (4)  They were wise in 
their actions seen in the offerings of their gifts (verse 11). They brought him 
gold, recognizing His kingship and lordship over all. They offered Him 
frankincense, recognizing their adoration and consecration. They offered Him 
myrrh, recognizing his suffering and death for all humankind. They were truly 
the gifts of earth’s wisest!! (5) Finally, the wise men were wise in their 
relationships. They chose not to follow the world’s advice through Herod, but 
rather chose God’s greater wisdom and guidance by travelling back to their 
homeland in God’s appointed way (verse 12). 
 
At this time of the year we celebrate the miracle of all ages. God became man 
and dwelt among us. God came down to live with man, in order to show man 
how to live with God forever. Let us with the Wise Men of old follow the star 
until it leads us to the Saviour Himself, and let us with great joy worship our king, 
and become wise in knowing Him.  And on this basis, may this Christmas become 
our best Christmas of all, and as a result of this, may our lives shine like the stars 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 


